* 


N 
1 


7 
e 


7 3 1 t ; GY : 
. FT «1 WW." 4 Y w - 4 


r 


. TOWARDS, A 


: 
— % _ . jp 1 


* 


1 „ dt . 
. 


* 2 = * 
n = d : 
yy . \ 
vi * - 
. 7 * 
* X 
- * * E 
- : [5 
\ „ 4 
* wt "> : 
a. o& hs 7 g 
2 Nn 1 — 
- 8 5 . . - * „ 1 
4 5 L . 4 , \ , 7 * 
1 „ . | 2” | 4 > y 
, : « " 1 "I * 84 F : 
N i , 1 | un, = 
: , \ : 5 OF . 
= = 
- 9 k + 
* 1 C O U N T Y - OF D E 4 — La” : as - 
a . G 4 ” l * hy 
Y . * : =y o : Y „ . F 1 2 4 o 
v : „ f - | - . =- 4 
„ 5 N. | 
5 : , "x7 * Pa A þ ＋ "I . . = 
i A i n 
5 « - * 
; "© | 
$4 2 | 
N 1 
1 L 
* 32 
® - 
3 * , 
L | l lf 
a . „ 
=_ = 
" 
: s 6 4 ' \ 8 * = = k = 0 P & v 
8 "© 7 ; { <4 Fa "CSC * . g ; -J 
4 N * „ * LI pu, . a 3? — * 8 4 : 1 * 4 
, . , Ny »- 2 N 2 * 4 — 5 ” by , * 4 , 
: J { « Y : * % 5 * 
. . | : Wand 5 7 : - 
ce & l h * , — De 
N . , 0 8 . - — * . 8 
5 ir ir 7 
yy - a & 1 J l . : * : 0 
- CR, ” * " _ , * k 3 , * F bs : ro oy 
8 — * 1 1 * — 1 * 5 3 %. 1 * A 
* . - . l . 7 8 „ 
» © p 


> : A | 4 4 
. #4: if "4 2 1 
. N 0 , * = no * 8 . * 
- * . \ * v 14 6 4 . \ _ 46 \ : 
. . 70 2 2 ** % : by S$: Ss WA. . 4 * * 


9 4 1 0 IE Yb 
\ l N . * * — 1 Do 1 * , ">. * * 
* has of YZ 744 p * 82 's 1 
$ FR : . 
"PRINTED BY I. GRIGG, Nec 5 7 BT. | 
3 : N 9 "MK: K D 5 * .. C's 1 * 4A „ — = 3 


* 
5 0 
. 7 * | " a 4 
[4 : * 5 
: a = 
| x | | | 
; . : > « . 
: d 
q * 
& ? = :, * > 
- * 


= 
,” 
* © 


4 
3 


- 


_— — — ——  — 


= 
1 


v TT ; : 
— 


* "Ty Va l = 


G * 0 EM « 
* 7 "I" 2 - | . - 2 k * 
- — 4; 4 2 * 75 * Fe 
. 


* 


my" Cr Iu A 
. | 8 * OM. . 222 
* , \ n 8 - 1 4 - OE * 7 6 _ | 4 — 


* 
r * i 1 = 


[GEORGE BUCK, _ 
. ” * *. - - 4 * "A; 1 b R * Y 
ö 5 
8 1 : a ; | ” , . 3 4 . 
» . | . 0 F . 14 . i | : 
Lo : A — * | Dn; n ! 
| - b | * 4 n : 
$ . ' ; * 2 4 4 1 * * L 
- DADDON, & Tax County of Dzvan, EsQ. 
| . ; ; . Pl # 7 5 44 £ - F 
A ” 4 "= : = x £ #02 # 1 * ff . 
, 0 5 « 6 - 
— * i : 1 N 4 
| | 1 * 8 y N - | | Xe 
IS MOST. RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
4. 8 m PS. 
. * q , | * , = q 81 
; % | 4 9 i | * 
dr HIS OBLIGED, , Pp | 


IP +, _ | AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


” , NIP 2 


N F x 1 
© - 0 1 1 A 4 . - 
. , 
8 % - LO 4 2 9 l 
N . N . 
P b 7 ” - * . = 

JOHN WATKINS. - 

1 * "if, Jas p.. - * 
= * . - , s 0 

| . S 


1 * —— &* 


Th following Eſſay originated in the intention of 
| giving ſome ſmall ofſiftance to the preſent ingenious 
dee Devore e | 

Alex J had collefled a few malerials for an account of 
this pariſh, ſome rejpeBtable friends to whom nothing could 
with propriety be denied, intimated a wiſh, that the account 
ſhould appear in a ſeparate form. With their deferes, I 


cheerfully complied, and therefore beg an to give the work 


fuck u dog ee of body as would be neceſſary to render it an 

Many particulars are in conſequence added to the account, 
end a variely of digreſſive obſervations and refleffions made, 
which, though proper enough in its preſent fate, would not 
"nA ic nnen ry oF 
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© Neither the town nor its ne gil our loud afford much u.. 
. ter for the exerciſe of a learned topagrapher ; I have there- 
fare @ pre-poſſeſſon, that the preſent performance will be | 


en ee e 


who lays claim to that faſhionable charatter. | 
ue old maxim ex nihilo nihil fit is peculiarly applica- 
e of literature, What materials I could 
and if the © 
e Hants fo a Aue is cot 1 


relations here, which are uſual in topographical ak, * 


muſt put it to the account that no fuch could be fund. 


IE has been cuſtomary to entitle „ 


© Hiſtories, , which, in ny humble opinion, ſounds. too % 
fer the fubjeft ; I am, however, certain that it would have 


been too much, jo e ee on 9 


| wot follow it, 5 


The title here adopted, ahi it hls out 6 Hes - 
mation of what the work contains, has the advantage; by 
avoꝛding preſumption, of ſhielding . the author from the 

charge of having promiſed more than he has performed. 

ine charatters of a fei noted men in their day, are 
treated with fuch hiſtoric plainneſs, as may perhaps give a 
: momentary offence to ſome who may conſider themſelves con- 


cerned. in en e 4 W 


ſerved here, before the work is read, that the truth is ria 


cipally required in every lind of narrative, fo to the truth 
I have ſcrupulouſly 'adhered. - If men. of note did evil in 


but as warnings. On, perſons 'of the preſent day, I wiſh, 


fuch in the pages before him. 


| Some apology = #0 eee OE 
2 ne 


bee I maght chile. eee if thas . 
were my charalier, by remarking in terms of aſperity, upon. | 
the unchriſtian manner in which a eee 1p 


theught proper ts toy there eee 3 1 
But I forbear. 

De work at length 1 
upon its head; and they are many. Criticifm, therefc | 
may now fucceed the oppoſition of farcaſm. Bub as the 
lalter. never planted a thorn, on my pillow; the other wil 
never be able to flick one in my breaſt. wax | 


Hob an 7 in the how tiat wane this Ack 25 
from the cares of its parent, and delivers it over to the 
feftering care of 4 generous public. Labours now of @ 


nl . Aren. 


days of old, hiſtory records their examples, not invidiou/ly, vs 


niot to beſtow an uncandid reflection, and 1b reader will find - 
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CHAPTER. 1. 


GENERAL. DESCRIPTION. 


E find the name of this town written various 
ways in records and books, as Bedeford, Byd- 
Aer Bedyford, Bydeford, Bytheford, Biddeford, but 
more properly BID EToR D, which is compounded of - 
the Saxon Bi, fituated, and pond, a ſhallow place in a 
river that may eafily be paſſed over. „ 
It were well for the peace and credit of antiquarians, > 
if the etymology of proper names was always as eafily 
diſcovered as in the preſent inſtance; for juſt above the . 
bridge there is, to this day, a fording place through a 
the river, and which was antiently the common paſſage 
for travellers, and it alſo gives name to an houſe and 
eſtate. 
But though che een is ſo very 
obvious, and cannot poſſibly be miftaken, even by a 
perſon of the meaneſt underſtanding ; it is yet ſur- 


Pens that there are but "oy few who write it cor- 
B | rely. 


| 2 E R% 3 * . 


reftly. Ten our lexicographers, and, what is more 
inexcuſable, our moſt accurate topographical hiſto- 
rians, and moſt celebrated antiquarians, ſpell the word 
Biddefoid; as is the Caſe in the late expentfive atid very 
ſplendid edition of Camden's Britannia, It may, per- 

| haps, be conſidered. as a matter of little or no conſe- 
quence whether a d is dropped or retained ; but, un- 
doubtedly, if accuracy is to be regarded as a primary 

point, even in things of but triflmgmoment, the ſpelling 
of this name, according to its etymology, ought to be 
ſtrictly adhered to; and that, eſpecially, by writers, 
whoſe profeſſed deſign is to correct the errors of former 
ropographets; ddd to bios a kacken Gelen pon of 

Great Britain. 

BID ETORD is pleaſantly ſeated on both ſides of 
the tiver Tortidge, in the edunty of Devon, the hun- 
dted of Shbbexr, and the deanry of Hartland; its la- 
Htade is 51 ö N. and it longituite froin London is 
4? 16 W. 

Abviit tliree parts of the tövn Us thn de dhe dr A 
pretty ſteep hill on tlie weltern fide bf the river, and 
che other Part at the Boitoiii of an hill on Wolke. 

ſite nde. 

tn reſpect to local advantages, tei idiom in King: 
land, 12 not one in the north of Devoii, can chal 

lenz 4 fuperiority over this. 

fro weint ts the les lender it vely heap; 
in ſummer the current of marine air, which is well 
known to be of the moſt falubribus quality, is conti- 

| nually cooling the atmoſphere, and freeing it from 
thoſe vapours which a are exhaled from the land) and 


in winter this current, by its humidity and denſity; 
prevents 


( 8 3 5 
prevents the town from ſuffering the incqnvepience of 
intenſe froſts and lying ſnows,  , 

As the town is ſituated, for the moſt part, of the 
declivity of aſteep hill, and as thereare.(carcely any f freſh 
ſtanding » waters, or fens near it, nor any beds of mud 
in the river, it will readily be believed that it is not 
ſubject to diſagreeable fogs tags, r a noxious air, The 
ſtreets being, moſtly. « Cage hreadth, and the 
lighteſt ſhower of rain cle them from dirt, and 
the houſes being, in in general, ide with 
conduce Rl Farther + to,the health and convenience of 


the inhabitants. Indeed, many intelligent perſons, 
who haye, viſited various parts of the Britiſh iſlands, 
have, conceived : a ſtrong attachment tot this town from 


LETT S 


an experience of its healthineſs; and this, together with | 
its pleaſantneſs and other adyantages, has of late years 
drayn a conſiderable number of genteel families to re- 
fide here from vaxious parts of the kingdom. | 
Nothing, perhaps, can pe more pifureſque and 
truly plealing than the vje above the bridge, Near the 
fording place a Pretty large wood riſes from the fide of 
the river to the ſummit af a high! hill of a (quare pyra- 
midical, form, and at the bottom of that ſide, fronti | 
the town, is a a beautiful, f ſmall meadow, whichis a per- 
NY en amphitheatre, a and 1s verdant all the year 
This, with a large. antient houſe cloſe by# 
3 and figlds i in a high ft tate. of cultivation, form 3 


landſcape admirably 1 worth the | attention of | the eye 
of taſte. 
The weſtern, part of the town fands upon a rock, 
hich bar» ee black. mould * its ſur- | 
| B 2 | face, 


$4) 


| | this is 0 general charaQteriſtic of the foil | 
1 in e neighbourhood. . 
= I he land is well cultivated, and the value of eſtates 
has increaſed, of late years, to a very great degree. 
Wheat, barley, and oats conſtitute the chief articles 
of agricultural cultivation; but of the latter there is 
little raiſed i in the pariſh itſelf, as it is a grain ſuited to 
a worle ſoil, and but indifferently anſwers the farmer $ 
attention. Great quantities are, however, producedin 
the adj acent pariſhes to the weſtward, and are brought 
to Bideford for £*Portation to Briſtol and London, 
It muſt be confeſſed that Agriculture has received 
but few improvements in theſe. parts; and the ſame 
complaint has been made of the whole county of 
Devon. | 
But the farmers — 7 here, ſome neculicr manures 
which deſerve conſideration in this place; and theſe 
are lime, ſea-ſand, and what is called in this county 
beat-burning, or as po have ſtiled it denfhiring. 
| The former was introduced into Do gy about 
the beginning of the laſt century, and has been uſed 
on good lands ever ſince, with very great advantage. 
A gentleman of this county having tranſmitted a good 
account of the common methods of manuring with 
lime, uſed by the Devonſhire farmers, to the Bath 
Agricultural ſociety, and they having thought proper 
to publiſh it in the ſecond volume of their papers, I 
ſnall beg leave to ſelect his account from thence i in his 
own words. 
After their lime has lad. 5 in ſmall heaps on the 


KC land, they cover it with earth till the coat is thick 
J enough 


. ˙ ⁵ a wee Pero a 
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« to prevent thoſe from entering, they beat thegnt- 


« ide of the heaps ſmooth with their ſhovels. The 


« moiſture of the earth gently ſlakes this lime, and 
the heaps remain in this ſtate until theland is ready for 

« its ſpreading. | Another method of mixing up th 
lime is uſed by the beſt farmers, which adds gicatly 
* to the fertility of the land dreſſed with it. This 
' « method is to form heaps of earth andlime, as above 
deſeribed, and when theſe are well incorporated, to 
open the heaps and bury in each as much good farm 

« yard dung as it will cover. The dung being thus 
« covered up will ſoon ferment and diſſolve, and 


* after lying a proper time, the mals being chopped 


together with a ſpade forms a ſoapy mucilaginous 


« manure of the moſt fertilizing nature. Uſed in this 


« manner lime will always be exceedingly profitable. 
- To this intelligent” and particular account it may be 
| Juſt neceſſary to add, that the lime-ſtones are brought 


from Wales, and burnt in and near Bideford; conſe- 


quently lime muſt be a very dear manure far within 
land, owing to the expence of carriage. The beſt ſort 
of farmers, however, contemn this conſideration when 
weighed againſt the great advantages which they per- 
ceive to reſult from the uſe of lime, and therefore 


ee ee e 


diſtance. 

| There is another valuable manure here which na- 
ture has amply provided, without ſubjecting the in- 
duſtrious huſbandman to any extraordinary expence, 


and that is the ſea-ſand, the quality of which is ſuch - 


that 


-4 
4 


| « enough to ſerine it from air and rain, and in order 


(49 
that it fextilizes the ʒnoſt obſtinate and barren {pot- 
Thgantient naturaliſts highly condemned the uſe of 
{alt upon the land, as deeming it to be of a.ſterilizing 
nature; but, notwithſtanding thoſe great authorities, 
the moderns have found. their account in uſimg ſea- 
2s it is certain that if the ſand lies for any length of 
time expoſed to the air it loſes its fertilizing virtue, 
from being deprived of its ſaline particles, this proves 
that the opinion of the antients, in this particular in- 
Aance, was entirely u ng. | 
Thoſe farmers who reſide at n Aiſtace 
from the ſea-coaſt, and cannot conveniently procure 
the above articles, ſubſtitute ãn their room what is called 
beat. They pare off the turf, which, with the weeds and 
over the ground, which is thereby conſiderably hene - 


 fited, A very ſenſible and indeed philoſophical Agri- 

culturiſt * ſpeaks in gather contemptuous terms af this 

method of manuring, and deſcants very largely and | 

 ingeniouſly upon Vizgil's celebrated n * firſt 


Georgic. 
8) Sade etiam ſeriles, Sc. nen 
His obſervations upon this practice are as;follow: : 
Pevonſhering rarely produces more than three 
* crops, and will never make good paſture, or mea - 
« dow after, unleſs there be twice the value of the land 
laid out in freſh manure, The reaſon of ,which 1- 
take to be mmm 
Aol WY 


| 


* The rtor of A nw method of prong col, wer ad dn . | 
printed PR Walthoe, 8 vo. * . = 
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« is cold, wet, ſour clay, overrun with ruſſies ant weeds, 
« and ſeldom has a coat e mould er loam aboW an 
& inch thick; half of Which is ploughed up with the 
dener plough arid burnt to ſerve'as a manure for 
« the clay, which laſts not above two or three years, 
Ant moſt, In this dime all the falts of the afhes are 
« exhaufted, and they themſelves buried ſo low under 
« the clay that they cannot produce that fermentation 
in the ground, which'is requiſite for vegetatiorr; and, 
as the farmers term it, the very man of the grown . 
1 js quite wore out. 
© Such are this ingenious author's ſemiments on this 
method, which I ſhall not attempt to invalidate, any 
farther than to obſetve, that very conſiderable agricul- 


tunilts Have held a cbntrary opinion,” arid tat the con 


tinued force of experience ſeems ern 0 contra- 
f diet theoretical feaſohingg. | 

The ver r Törfidge, which is Here of a Abbie dns; 
rifes in ſpring tides to eighteen feet, the tide being af 
the higheſt the third after full moon. 

It is high water at the bridge at new and full 
moon about fix o'clock, but ſometimes the wind con- 
& liderably alters the fim. Iii ſtormy weather it has 
4 ſometimes fallen about a foot after high water, and 
& then riſen agaitt as high : as before. If the wind blows 
| * ſtrong at Touth-welt, a high fpring-tide feldom fails 

* to overflow the quay, and Hſe ſo high under the 
* arches of the bridge that the ſtnalleſt boat cannot 
© paſf. A common ſpring-tide, without the concut- 
4 rence of a fouth-weft wind, h * all the 5 
0 marſhes under water.” * 

1 There 

* © # Gehit- May, vol. ant. page 447% 


8 


1890 , 
There is ſafficient water to the quay for veſſels of 

| Pho river is of W colour, dear and ſalt, 
: anna after ſtrong rains, which bring down the freſhes 
and render the water dirty and brackiſh. , The bed of 
the river is a light umber colour ſand, uſeful for ma- 
nuring of land, as above obſerved, intermixed with 
- ſome ſpots of gravel, which is ſerviceable to the Potters 
in making earthen ware. The name, of the river is 
conjectured by ſome to be © A compound of the Bri- 
« tiſh Dur water, and the Saxon rucz, from the ridge 
« or military way of the Romans (being their northern 
* road into Cornwall), which croſſed this river at, or 
near, Little Torrington.” I rather incline to think, 
however, that it is compounded of the Saxon top, which 
fignifies an high place or ſituation, as well as a tower, 
and nz, u ridge or military way; becauſe it is more 
probable that the whole word ſhould be compoſed 
of the ſame language, than made up of two. ſo very 
diſſimilar as the Britiſh and Saxon. Beſides, the 

| ſource of the river will ſufficiently warrant the preſent 
etymology, its origin being * on the pretty level ſum- 
« mit of a vaſt high common, one of the higheſt i in all 
« the neighbourhood,”|| in the pariſh of Welcome, 
about five or ſix miles from Hartland point, and within 
a very few yards of the river Tamar. After meandring 
above fifty miles, it becomes navigable for boats at 
Wear Giffard, a village about three miles from Bide- 
ford, where it is formed into a very rapid river, and 
diſcharges itſelf, in conjunction with the Taw, into the 
Briſtol channel about ſix miles from Bideford bridge. 
Baſs, 


+ Chapple's Additions to Riſdon, page 67. + 
4 Price's Mineralogy of Cornwall, page 15. * 
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Tue different kinds'of 6h which n in this 


river, and the prices OR ve fold, | 


are as follow: 

Baſs, c. 2 to 14 en 
Cockles, c. 1d. per quatt, 
Eels, c. id. to ad. . 122A 
Flooks, c. d. per lb. 
Gravelings, c. dittoo 
Lamprey, c 3d. per Ib. 2 

Mullet, c. 2d: to gd. hs 


Muſcles, c. d. 5 1 
bays the bottom part of the bridge piers are of a 
moſt enormous f nn 1 


Salmon, c. 14d. to 4d. per Ib. 
Salmon-peal, c. ditto. 


There is a kind of Baſs peculiar to this river, called 


Rock-Baſs, which is of a moſt delightful flavour, and 
weighs from g to 1gIb.'each. The method of catch- 
ing them, is by a boat under ſail, with a hook and line. 


There are alſo great quantities of ſmall Baſs, which 


are eaſily caught with a fly. 


Fiſh which are caught in the bay, and on the fe 
coaſt, and ſold at Bideford, are IJ 


Cod, c. 1d. to ed. per Ib. a 
Crab, c. gd. per lb. f „ 
Hake, c. d. to 1d. per Ib. N 
Halibut, c. gd. per lb. 

Herring, c. 6 for 1d. 

John Dory, r. 6d. per lb. 8 

Kite, r. 6d. per Ib. „ 


C | Limpets 
£113 oF . 4 ; 
1 - N 


2 
* 
2252 2800 — , 
y . 
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„ Iunpets c. 1d; per quatt. 

n c. 1d; per Ih. ; | * * 

Lobſters, c. gd. per lb. 3 f 

Mackarel, c. 1d; to ad. each. 
Plaice, c. 1d. per Ib. 3 }- 
Prawns, d. 8d. per 100. 
Ray, c. 1d. par lb, 
Scate, c. Ad. per Ib, 
Sole, c. gab per Ih. N 
Thornback; c. 1d; per Ib. 
Whiting, c. 1d. to ad. each. 
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CHAPTER” Ul. 
Antient Hiſtory, and Gradual Increaſe, 


. of pe ane 
dent to the conqueſt, A. D. 1066, at which time 
it was beſtowed, in conjunction with Kilkhampton in 
Cornwall, upon Richard de Grandivilla, or de Gran- 
ville, a Norman knight, the Conqueror's kinſman and 
companion. 


It muſt, however, have boen then vf ſame reputs, | 
or in conſequence of that event became fo, otherwiſe 


it is hardly probable that this Sir Richard de Granville 
would havegmade it the chief place of his refidence, 
or his ſon the gallant Sir Richard, who conquered Gla- 
morganſhire in the reign of William Rufus, as we are 
informed they did.® Its ſituation alſo affords ſtrong 


preſumptive evidence of its being a place of antiquity, 


being fo near the fording place through the Torridge, 

which was, before the erection of the bridge, the com- 

mon paſſage for travellers to and from the weſtern parts 

2 ; FO 
| Ca © And | 


. * Dug Ba of ghd OD Allo Sir William 1. 8. ay 
alan , 


. 
| | { 18- _ 
And that Bideford i is an nan; EP notgas an 
| incorporated borough, clearly appears from a charter 
granted to it by the Granvilles; an old copy of Which 
lies now before me, but, unfortunately, without a date. 
It is as follows: . Sciant preſentes et futuri quod ego 
&* Richardus filius Richardi de Grenvile, conceſſi et con- 
&© firmavi et pro me et heredibus meis imperpetuum cartam 
&* Richard: de Grenvile Aui mei Burgenſibus de Bide- 
ſord confettum. in lac verba: Sciant preſentes el futuri 
* quod ego Richardus filius Richard: de Grenvile concęſſi 
er preſenti charta mea confirmavi. univerfis qui burgagium 
#6 {enent et tenebunt in villa de Bideford, &c. Sc.“ That 
is, * Let all men that are preſent and to come, know, 
- « that I Richard the ſon of Richard of Grenville, have 
. « granted and confirmed, for me and my heirs for 
ic ever, the writing of Richard of Grenville, my grand- 
| « father, made to the burgeſles of Bideford in theſe 
 « words: Let all men that are preſent and to-come, 
« know, that 1 Richard of Grenville have granted, 
«and by this my preſent writing confirmed, to all 
« thoſe who do or ſhall hold a burgage within the town 
*« of Bideford, as well on the eaſt-part:gf the water 
« of Tornidge,* as on the weſt part, all liberties of Bri- 
1 tolia, f as far as in my power doth lie, to defend 
« to them and to whomſoever they ſhall aſſign, to 
be holden and had of me, and of my heirs for 
« ever; that is to ſay, in ſuch manner, that every one 
_ * holding one meſſuage or a garden with fix acres; of 
land abroad of my lordſhip, ſhall pay for the ſame 
< on the feaſt of St. pn, to me or my: bailiff, 


'® * 965 «in 
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» 


( 39 


jn the town of Bideford, /twelve-pence ; and he that 


holds oi meſſuage with an orchard only, ſhall yield 

_ « to me for the ſame ſix- pence, the ſame day, for all 

« ſervices und exactions, excepting only homage. And 

a * happen that any of the aforeſaid burgeſſes ſhall 
default, or offend in any thing in my court, 


"> ſhall for ſix-pence be clearly diſcharged thereof. 


. Angif they will wage law, they ſhall do it with their 
« hands. And I have alſo granted. to the ſaid ur- 
ce geſſes common of paſture with. their beaſts through- 


« out, one on the weſt part of the river Torridge; where, 


«* in the time of Richard my father, they were wont 
« to common: And that every one may give or ſell 
« his burgage, or otherwiſe alienate, ſaving to me and 
my heirs the rent of aſſize of every ſuch burgage: 


« And that every one for his or their burgage againſt 
me and my heirs, ſhall pay for a releaſe twelve- 


« pence and no more. 


the aforeſaid burgeſſes of Bidef 


And I 


ve alſo granted to 
, towards the en- 


s larging of the liberties aforeſaid, that they ſhall do 
« ſuit, to my court from month. to month, or for a 


«-ſhorter time, upon reaſonable warning, on Tueſ- * 
« day: And that the portreeve of the town he at the 


court to ſhew forth the attachments and plaints belong- 
ing to the lord, as it hath been uſed and accuſtomed. 
„And I have alſo granted, that all the burgeſſes of 
© Bideford, and every of them, in fairs and markets 


throughout all my lands, town, and waters, they : 


* ſhall be quiet and free from all toll, cuſtom, cen- 


e ſary or ſtallage, to be given to me or to any of mine. 


1 * on the Tueſday next after the feaſt of St. 


a © Michael, 


(4) 
Michael, all the aforeſaid burgeſſes ſhall come to my 
« aforeſaid, court (except thoſe of whomiiit ſhall be 


« faithfully teſtified that they are beyond. the ſea, 
« or on pilgrimage, or in doing their gffairs and 
« merchandizing without the country): And then 
© they ſhall chuſe one burgeſs to be head officegy and 
* the ſame head officer ſhall have, throughout the year, 
toll and cenſary of the town by land and water, to 
«the year's end, for ten ſhillings to me to be. paid, 
* ſaving to me and my heirs the toll of my market 
on the Monday. And for this my grant and con- 
« firmation, the aforeſaid burgeſſes of Bideford have 
given to me four marks of ſilver. And this my pre- 
* ſent writing, with the impreſſion or print of my 
* own ſeal, I have made effectual for ever, theſe being 
nnn 

« knights, 


* Richord Coe] 1 a SES: 
= pleaſant ſeat cloſe by the ſea fide, in the pariſh of Alwington, about five miles 
from Bideford, and flouriſhed there from the conqueſt till a few years fince. 
6 1} find,“ ſays Prince, © three Knights in this family, all which were called 
«Richard; as for example, Sir Richard Coffin, of Alwington, knight, in the 
e reign of King Henry H. and Sit Richard Coffin, of Alwington, knight, in the 
< days of King Henry III. and Sir Richard Coffin, of Alwington, knight, in the 
us of King Edward J. and (quoting Sir W. Pole's M. 8.) from the time of 
&% King Henry I. unto the age of King Edward II. (the ſpace of above two hun- 
5 tred years) the heir of this family was always called Richard.” Worthies of 
Deron, p- 181. Now ſuppoſing that this was the laſt Sir Richard Coffin, who is 
mentited above, then this charter muſt have been given, or rather confirmed, 
ut the beginning of the fourteenth century, for Edward II. died in 1327 © 
© + Richard of Sem.] Rifdon's M. S. Survey of Devon in Merton ſays, © In 
4 this pariſh lyeth Speccott, which named a familie formerlie, called Fitz Ber- 
e nad. Nicholas Speccott held in Henry III. this barton, which by the familie 
sol the Speccotts, bath byn enjoyed fixteen deſcents.” Afterwards in his «© Lit 


* of the Devonſhire gentrie,” he ſays of Speccott, that « they neten tlie writ | 
% chemſelves Fits Bernard Speke, or Ie IEWNTICY orthography 
agrees the above. 


1 


”. 


| 166 

Nr peter of Halſberry,] Richard Snellard; Wel. 
lan Pant Oſbert of Bury, ) Richard of Kokema. 

4 ton and many other... | 
TThouglſthis charter, at leaſt the copy of it, be wick- 
out a date, yet it is no very difficult matter to aſcertain 
its ag for, beſides the circumſtances which can be ga- 
there concerning the' witneſſes, of which below, we are 
aſſureby Prince, that Sir Richard de Granville 
held three knights fees of the honour of Gloceſter, 
in King b e time. Richard 

& de 
1e! This is in the pariſh of Parkham, fix Miles to the S. W. 
of Bideford,. Riſdon ſays, „ Halſberry was the ancient poſſeſſion of Walter 4 


4 Haltberry, in Henry the 114's,time, whoſe grandchilde Peter, in Edward this 
« Firſt, had iſſue a daughter, married to Sir Bartholomew Giffard, which familie 


. bath ever fince enjoyed theſe lands.” This is 2 plain * . 


the charter is at leaſt four hundred and ninety years old. ag 67 | 
1 Wellon Date] By Mr. Riſdon's M. S. Survey, 8 
name formerly poſſeſſed Orleigh, a manor in the pariſh of Buckland Newer, near 
Bideford, and that one Oellenus Dacus held it in Hen the 114's time. Now if 
this Gellenus mould be the ſame perſon with the Wellan mentioned above, and it is 
no improbable conjectute, then it will make the charter above Gx hundred years 
old This family,” ſays Prince, © altered their name to Le-Daneis or Dennis, 
6 and, after flouriſhing for a long period in great repute, became extin& at the 
« cloſe of the laſt century, upon which Orleigh came into the poſſefion of Ni- 
« cholas Glynn, of Cornwall, Eſq. who fold it to John Davie, à rich merchane | 
„ e eee 
of Briftol, now enjoys it. | | 
& Ofbert of Bury.) . a 
nerder, near Ilfracombe, which produced many eminent perfonages in church and 
ftate, particularly; Sir John Berry, Governor of Deal caſtle, in the time the 
$1and rebellion, and 4 great ſufferer for his loyalty to King Charles I. as was ae 
his father the Rev. Mr. Daniel Berry, B. P. vicar of Knowllg and Molland, near = 
South Molton, . A branch of che ſame family ſettled at Eaitleigh, gear Bidefords 
of whoſe citates Themas Berry, Eſq. is the preſent poſſeſſur. | 
® Richard of Kohematon,} It appears from Prince, that the Coffins were lords 
of Abwington and Cockementon, and an antient poſſeſſor of the laſt mentioned place, 
1 ſuppoſe to bo here meant. There is an eftate in the pariſh of Alwingion now 
Op One. James de Cockinton was ſheriff of the county in the 
OE OO O99 24 LT SEESE 
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we en held the ſame in the 1 3th of King 
* John. Richard de Granville held one fes in — 


« ford, anno. the 24th of King Edward the Fi 
Worthies, page 322. It is ſufficiently evi@®nt, then, 


that the laſt mentioned Sir Richard was the confirmer 
of this charter, but whether the Sir Richard, whtou- 


riſhed in the time of King John, was his father or 


| | grandfather, is uncertain, though it is probable was 
the latter; and if ſo, to him we muſt attribute the ori- 


ginal grant of the charter. 
From this grant it appears, as was before obſerved, 


. that Bideford is an antient, though neither as an in- 
corporated nor parliamentary borough, and this lat- 


ter, contrary to the opinion of Lord Coke, who aſſerts, 

that, A Burgh is ſo called, becauſe it ſendeth bur- 

« oefſes to Parliament.” Inſtit. I. c. 10. F 162. 
Indeed the authors of the Magna Britannia (of which 


| valuable work it i; to be wiſhed that anew and corre& 


edition were undertaken by a perſon of judgment), vol. 


4 „page 512, ſay, that © there were divers other cor- 


< porations in Devon,“ (beſides thoſe they have enu- 


merated,) © who have charters remaining in force at 
this day, as Bideford, &c. and were as liable to have 
been returned as ſome of the former boroughs, but 


having made friends to the ſheriff,” (in whoſe power 


it ps, chiefly, to return what boroughs he pleaſed) 


«or alledgingpoverty, or uſing other pretences, were 
« excuſed from {ending burgeſſes to parliament. 


But though the privilege of ſending members to 


ee was in ſo very little repute formerly; and 


was, indeed, but of trifling conſequence to the bo- 


to). 


| 1 
"ed repreſented, yet the caſe is materially changed. 


and thafe which. have retained the privilege would be 5 

extremely yawilling to xield it up. | 

In the times when boroughs conſidered it a favour 

to get jd of the duty of ſending their delegates to the 

parliament, the commons were the mere vaſſals of the 
what was as bad, of the powerful barons. 

. to grant ſup- 
plies to the ſtate, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the: 
time of aſſembling could not be very welcome either 
to the people or their repreſentatives. The, former 
knew that it only affured them an additional burden 
of trouble and expence; and the latter, that it ſub- | 
jected them to conſiderable difficulties, and great pro- fa 
bable dangers. 

80 far, therefore, be ments. xerting an. n 
to obtain places in thoſe aſſemblies, they endeaygured 
to avoid the appointment; and when neceſſitated to 
accept it, took care to be paid their expences by thoſe 
who deputed them. 

The band of Cms has moalded. the inſtitution ingo 
the Arongoſt barrier of the rights of every order of 
men: And to be a Britiſh Senator is a honour with. 
which no civil diſtinction can ſtand. in competition. "Ma 
Much has been ſaid on the ſubject of unequal pre- 
ſentation, but it ſhould be conſidered that the liberties 
of this country are not ſo much concerned in the local 
| Privileges of ſending members, as in having a Houſe 


of Common debe within «limited dne They 
| D th who | 


| | h 

pu.” "ES this "Allembly, let their nominal 4 con- 
ſtituents be who they may, are the delegates of the 
whole nation, and the guardians of the rights of the 
whole community. The moment of their meeting 
they are the repreſentatives of the people at large, and 
not of a particular body or place. They ſerve the 
nation, and are accountable to it.—[ This digreſhon i is 
made with à view to the complexion of the n and 
will, therefore, be excuſed. 1 i ler 
Jo return — However ancient Bideford 1 may bel it 
is apparent chat! poverty and obſcurity held it in ſervi- 
tude for a long time, for when Leland; the Antiquary, 
travelled” over the kingdom, at the beginning of the 
| ſixteenth century, he takes no other notice of Bedeford, 
| as he writes it, than to mention its river and bridge, 
which be terms * notable work, 8 walled i in on 
each ſide. aps 7 19 Fam er a G isdn 01 
. When Mr. e eee eee 
Hatter end oſ the fame century, he mentions Bideford, 
as a place of little conſequence ; but it is probable that 
as of it, aroſe from nd actual information: 
decauſe we 'are certain, that in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, Bideford began to emerge from its nhg> | 
_ nificante and oblcarity. #95 cini i obey; 
FE Many mercantile men came from different warts, 
3 from Ireland, and thereby drew a conſi- 
derable number of inferior perſons to the town, which 
therefore, ſoon begair to feel the inconvenience _— 


OI R 


; By 


5 


By the intereſt therefore of Richard Granville, . 
Bideford was honoured by her Majeſty with a char- 
ter of incorporation, which, after the 3 enumera- 
tion of the regal titles, &c. mentions, 

The complaints of the ba of Ae 
and mannour of Bedyford, viz. that by the repair= 
« ation and maintenance of a certain bridge there, 
« being called Bedyford bridge, built of twenty-four 
« arches; as alſo by the numbex of near neighbours . 
te and multitudes coming thither from all parts, it is 
« greatly impoveriſhed and ſtandeth full of people: 
te and that for want of ſuch liberties and privileges, 
te which other antient boroughs have within our realm 
« of England, the ſaid village of Bedyford is made to de- 
« cline into poverty, and in future times will daily more 
and more decay, unleſs we extend our benignity to 
te the ſaid village and mannour, and to the inhabi- 
* tants thereof, and yield them help in ſuch neceſſity: 
* Know ye, therefore, that we, at the humble ſuit 
* of our ſaid ſubjects, dwelling in the fame village and 
te mannour, and as well far the better maintenance 
* and repairation of the bridge aforeſaid, as for the 
e reſtauration and re- edifying of the ſame village, and 
* that being helped by our ayd and affiſtance afforded 
it, it may be much the more eaſily able in time to 
come, to be ſerviceable to us, our heirs and ſuc- 
« ceſſors, if any accaſion Mall require; of our ſpecial 
grace, ſure knowledge, and meer motion, have 
* willed, and for us, our gheirs and ſucceſſors, do- 
« grant, that the ſaid village of Bedyford henceforth 
8 * and ſhall be a free 18 * corporate, &c. c.. 
952 | The 
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The charter then nominates, for the good govern- 
e town, a mayor, five aldermen, and ſeven 
| with a recorder, town clerk, and 
two ſerjeants at mace.” It alſo grants the town liberty 
to hold a market on every Tueſday, and three annual 
fairs, viz. February g, and three days following; july 
9, and three days following; and November g, and 
three days following,* with a court of py-powder to be 
held during the ſame market and fairs; and it declares 


the town to be free from all tollage, ſtallage, pittage, 
cuſtomage, fines, and er gb from the ___ 
W HA HE ran 

The next privilege granted the town is, power to 
Wanne record in the guildhall of the town, 
every three weeks, or according to the diſcretion of 
the common council: And the ſaid court is to have 
cognizance * of all ſuits, plaints, and actions, as well 
<< real as perſonal,” and of debt, account, treſpaſs, co- 
« yenant, contract, detention, and contempt, within 
© the borough and village of Bedyford aforeſaid, and 


„ the juriſdiction thereof, to be made, done, or in 


« any manner hereafter accruing or happening, to be 
« judged and determined according to the law and 
* cuſtom of our realm of England; and that the ſaid 
* maior, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough 
for the time being, and their ſucceſſors, may have 
. 


„ name 


Since the alteration of the ye rai are February 14, July 19, and No- 


vember 14. They are diſtinguiſhed for nothing but horned cattle z though ſome 


years fince an attempt was made to eſtabliſh regular good fairs for different ſorts of 
dealers, but, notwithſtanding the obvious utility of the ſcheme, it failed for want of 
, exertion, but chiefly on account of the extraordinary toll that was exacted. 


Ie * 
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« name diſſeiſin, without any our courts: whatſoever," 
c Ag well to be holden before us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
| « ſors, as in any other of the courts of us, our theirs 
« and ſucceſſors, in the ſame court within the bo- 
« rough: aforeſaid to be holden, to be determined, and 
« execution thereof to be made according to the law, 
« and cuſtom, and liberties aforeſaid, &c.** Then fol- 
lows a grant of all the fines, iſſues, pains, and amercia- 
« ments, thence coming, to the uſe of the mayor, al- 
dermen, and burgeſſes, and power to levy the ſame by 
diſtreſs by their ſerjeants or other miniſters. It is 
then granted to them to appoint a clerk of the mar- 
ket ; alſo for them to have a court-icet or law-day twice 
a-year, the one within a month after Eaſter, and the 
other within a month after Michaelmas. To theſe pri- 
vileges it is farther added, that one alderman ſhall yearly 
be elected by the reſt of the aldermen and the capital 
burgeſſes to be a juſtice of the peace within the bo- 
rough, town, and manor of Bideford. And the whole 
is concluded by granting to the ſaid common council 
and their ſucceſſors © all profits of all felons' goods, 
« and chattles of felons de ſe, outlaws, waviations,* 
« eſtrays, and alſo the aſſize and aſſay of bread, wine, 
e and ale; and the amendments and corrections f 
te them and of other victuals; and alſo the regal pro- 
« fits, commodities, and emoluments whatſoever, yearly 
« from time to time renewing, ariſing, and encreaſing 
« of the fairs and markets aforeſaid, yearly and from 
time to time holden and th be held within the afore- 
c«c ſaid. 


thief in his flight, for fear of his being apprehended, 


Jona waviatay or waifs, are goods tale and moral or throws ama bythe 7 
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* ſaid borough of Bedyford, to have, hold, and enjoy 
1 to the aforeſaid maior, aldermen, and burgeſſes of 
«ſaid borough of Bedyford, their heirs and ETON, 
« for ever, &. . 
II beſe letters patents received the Ow anQicn at 
Weſtminſter the 10th day of December, A. D. 1574. 
- In conſequence. of this charter of incorporation 
there was immediately a numerous meeting of the in- 
habitants of the borough convened, under the direction 
and in the preſence of Richard Granville, eſq. lord of 
the manor; and, after reading the charter, they pro- 
ceeded to chuſe five aldermen, who were, Richard 
Granville, eſq. John Salterne, merchant adventurer, 
Thomas Leach, Aldred Stockombe, and Anthony 
Honey. And the new elected aldermen immediately 
choſe feyen capita! burgeſſes, who were, Richard 
Burgin, gent. John Suzan, gent. George Stafford, 
gent. William Davie, John Short, Thomas Meager, 
and Raimond Anthony. Then theſe aldermen and 
capital burgeſſes, being thus a body corporate, elected 
from their number John Salterne to be the firſt mayor 
of the new corporation, and in his . N46 e 
Richard Willott, gent. 
Theſe formalities being gone through, ee 
and conſtitutions for the good government of the bo- 
rough were agreed upon; in which it was determined, 
that the recorder ſhould” be always choſen by the 
mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes, and that they 
ſhould alſo chuſe the to clerk, receivers or bailiffs, 
conſtables, the ſerjeants at mace, two ſearchers of the 
warket, the keeper of the quay hall, the keeper of the 
butchers' 


4 23') 8 
| butchers” ſhambles, the keeper of the yarn-beam, the 
wardens of the bridge, and other officers. , 
It was alſo agreed and ordered, that 8 
ſhould: be nominated, elected, and choſen every year 
upon the. 21ſt of September : And that © no burgels 
« ſhould trouble or ſue any other burgeſs in any other 
« court than that of the borough, for any cauſe or 
* matter determinable in that court, on penalty of 
« that the trial of every iſſue, of and upon all manner 
e of plaints, quarrels, and actions perſonal in the ſaid 
* court, under the ſum of twenty ſhullings, ſhall be 
« tried by the verdict of four, or two men, according 
« to the manner of a court leet or baron, as the court 
e ſhall conſider: And the trial of the iſſue of every 
« plaint, quarrel, or action perſonal in the ſame court, 
« extending to the ſum of forty ſhillings, or above, to 
« be tried by the verdict of twelve men, according to 
« the manner of a court of record. 
In order to diſtinguiſh their reſpective rights, and to 
prevent the poſſibility of any contention, mutual co- 
venants were entered into by the new corporation on 
the one part, and Richard Granville, eſq. on the other, 
the indenture. of which bears date September 4, 1575. 
After the uſual preface it proceeds as follows: 
And firſt the ſaid maior, aldermen, and burgeſſes 
« of the burrough and town of Bydeford, do cove- 
nant and grant, for themſelves and their ſucceſſors, 
to and with the ſaid Richard Grenvile, his heirs 
and aſſigns, by . theſe preſents : That the lids 
Richard ane, his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall and 
| dy _ 
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« may peaceably and 1 and 
, enjoy, all and fingular ſuch revenues, iſſues, pro- 
e ſitts, and commodityes within the ſaid manour, 

* town, and burrough of Bydeford, as the faid Richard 
ic hefore the making of the faid letters patents i. e. 
the charter juſt mentioned] ** hath lawfully oecupicd 


* and enjoyed, or of right, or might, have occupied or 
« enjoyed, the (aid letters patents, or any thing or 
* things therein conteyned notwithſtanding, ſaving, 
t and always excepted, one yeerly rent of ten ſhillings 
« and ſixpence, which the burgeſſes or inhabitants of 

_ © the ſaid burrough of Bydeford, by the hands of the 
0 portreeve there, have heretofore payd to the ſaid 
. Richard Grenvile, together with the office of a port- 
* reeve; which yeerly rent of ten ſhillings and fix- 

r pence, together with the office of the title of a port- 

e reeve, the ſaid Richard Grenvile, for him and his 
© heirs, doth by theſe preſents give, grant and releaſe 
* to the ſaid maior, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the 
* burrough and town of Bydeford, and to their ſuc- 
« cefſors, for ever.— And alſo the ſaid maior, alder- 
« men, and burgefſes, do covenant and grant, for 
i themſelves and their ſucceſſors, to and with the ſaid 
« Richard Grenvile, his heirs and aſſigns, that if any 
revenues, iſſues, profits, or commodityes, do at any 
«tyme or tymes hereafter ariſe to the ſaid maior, al- 
« dermen, and burgeſſes, by reaſon of the ſaid mar- 
ce kets, fairs, or of any of the liberties or franchiſes to 
them granted by our ſoveraigne Lady, by her Grace's 
75 letters patents, above ſuch charges, expences, and 


e 6— WI 
4 ſtowed 


* 25 ,) 
« ſtowed by the ſaid maior, ** and bu eſſes, 
« as well in reaſonable wages and fees, as ſo in 
2 ſuch other matters a and things, whereby they, in in 
« the right of their corporation, ſhall be charged; 
« that then the ſaid Richard Grenvile, his heirs and 
40 aſſigns, ſhall yeerly, hereafter for ever, receaye and 
* enjoy the moiety of all and ſingular the ſaid reve- 
« nues, iſſues, profits, and commodityes, to his and 
« their only uſe. and behoof. And for the true fevying 
« the revenues, Kc. aforeſaid, according to the intent 
ec and meaning of theſe patents, the maior of the faid 4.» 
C town of Bydeford for the time being, with the aſſent 
« of the ſaid Richard, his heirs and albgns, ſhall yeerly 
« at the law-court, to be holden within the, faid | bur- 
rough and town of Bydeford i the Mungay 1 next be- 
fore the feaſt of Simon and Jude, nomngte and 
K appgint one ſufficient man to be receavar | 
| « the ſaid. town and burrough, which ſad. receavor ; 
« ſhall take a. corporal oath to receave the iſſues and 
c«c profits ariſing within the ſaid town and 
« and rightfully belonging t to the laid n. maior, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes, by reaſon of the letters patents afore- 
* ſaid, and thereof to make a true accompt before the | 
< maior of the ſaid. town for, the time being. And 
hat the ſaid Richard Grenvile, his beirs and aſſigng, 
« ſhall and may from time to time nominate and ap- 
point one honeſt perſon to be preſent and hear the 
« accompt of the ſaid receayor and receavors, if the 
Ki faid Richard, his heirs. or albgns, ; ſhall fo think meet 
4 and convenient. N 
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KD « geſſes do covenant and grant, for themſelves and 
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| ww And further, the ſaid maior, 8 — bur- 


« their ſucceſſors, to and with the ſaid Richard 
« Grenvile, his heirs and aſſigns, by theſe preſents, 
< that the maior, aldermen, and burgeſſes, ſhall not 
« ere&t nor build any houſe, meſſuage, nor other 
« building, in or upon the premiſſes for or concerning 
ke the ſayd market or fayres, or ſhall grant to paie any 
« wages or other thing touching the ſaid corporation, 

« without the aſſent, adviſe, or agreement of the ſaid 
« Richard, his heirs or aſſigns, firſt had and obtained. 
J And the ſaid Richard Grenvile doth covenant and 
« grant for himſelf, his heirs and aſſigns, to and with 

« the ſaid maior, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the bur- 
rough and town of Bydeford, and their ſucceſſors, 
< by theſe preſents, that the ſaid maior, aldermen and 
e burgeſſes, and their ſucceſſors, for picage, ſtallage, 
« and ſtandings only concerning the ſaid fayres and 
<« markets, and for the uſe of their guildhall, priſon, or 
other covenient room for any priſon, or other con- 
« yenient purpoſe concerning the corporation, ſhall 
« and may have the uſe of a certain houſe in Byde- 
« ford, commonly called the Chappell, being neer the 
« weſt part of the bridge end there, and of certain 
« Jand and ground in Bydeford aforeſaid, whereon 
certain Iymekilns ſometymes ſtood, and where a key, 
« gr wharfe, is now latelie builded; and alſo of all the 
« ſtreets, lanes, ways, and waſte ſoyle within the ſaid 
* manour, burrough, and town of Bydeford, without 
4 0 1 moleſtation, lett, Honble, ſuit in n law, or vexa- 
9 « tion 
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« tion of the ſaid Richard Grenvile, his heirs or oF 

« aſſigns, &c. &c. | 

On the 19th of June, 1576, a writ of quo warrants | 

was brought into the court of queen's bench by Sir 

John Popham, her majeſty” 8 attorney general, againſt | 

the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of Bideford, to 

| know by what right they exerciſed the privileges of a 3 
borough corporate, and they, making their appearance  . i 
and exhibiting her majeſty's letters patents, procured a 4 
confirmation of their privileges from that court. 

Writs of quo warranto were frequent at that time, 8 
and for above a century afterwards, but as they ſub- 

jected corporations to numberleſs vexations, and many 

enormous expences, and as they were alſo inimical to | 
the liberty of the ſubje&, they were put under regula- 3 
tion by the ſtatutes of 2 Will. and Mary, c. 8. and g 9 
Ann. c. 20. ſince 1 they have almoſt fell into . 
diſuſe, _ ; \ 
In conſequence of this 8 from the crown, Bi- = 
deford roſe ſo rapidly as to become a port of i impor- 
tance at the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign. It A 
derived alſo very conſiderable benefits from the ſup- 3 
port of Sir Richard Granville, the active ſettler of ; 
Virginia. That ſpirited adventurer fixed his reſi- 

dence at Bideford after his return from his expedition, 

and brought with him an Indian, who was baptized in 

Bideford church by the name of Rawleigh, in honour 

of the braye and learned Sir Walter Rawleigh, Sir 

Richard Granville's kinſman and companion, on Sun- 

day March 26, 1 588.— This Indian, however, did 

not live much above a year after, for he was buried in 

Ky": 25 Bideford 


3 . | 
Bideford church-yard April 7, 1589. He is entered 
in the pariſh regiſter as a native of Wynganditoia,” 
The former charter not being ſufficiently explicit in 
ſome particulars, and the town ſtanding i in need of a 
greater extention of its privileges, procured from the 
crown, A. D. 1610, a new charter, which, after con- 
firming the liberties granted by Queen Elizabeth, 
added the following, — The right to have a town ſeal; 
to have ſeven aldermen inſtead of five; and ten capital 
burgeſſes inſtead of ſeven; a power to the common 
council to make bye laws for the good government of 
the borough, which latter privilege I ſhall expreſs in 
the words of the charter. © They ſhall and may 
« have full power and authority (being therefore ga- 
« thered together) to compoſe, conſtitute, ordain, 
ce make, and eſtabliſh, from time to time, laws and ſta- 
e tutes, conſtitutions, decrees and ordinances, whatſo- 
« eyer, in writing, which to them, or the majot part 
« of them, ſhall ſeem to be good, wholſom, uſefull, ne- 
< ceſſary, and honeſt, according to their ſound direc- 
« tions, for the good rule and government of the bo- 
« rough, town and mannor aforeſaid, and of all and 
« {ingular the officers, miniſters, artificers, inhabitants, 
« and reſidents of the borough, town and' mannor 
« aforeſaid, in their offices, functions, miniſtry, trades, 
. and buſineſſes, within the rough, town and man- 
« nor aforeſaid, and the liberties and precincts thereof, 
« for the time being, ſhall carry themſelves, behave, 
« and uſe for the better rule of the borough town and 
<« mannor aforefaid, and victualling of the ſame, and 
« all other cauſes and things whatſoever, touching, or 
' 15 in 
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ein iny wile concerning the borough, wn, and 
« matinor aforeſaid.” 

The charter then proceeds to grant the corporation 
power to infli penalties upon fach perſoris as ſhall 

break any of the faid laws; and it orders that all fines 
raiſed thereby ſhall be appropriated entirely to the be- 
nefit of the corporation. It alſo grants them power to 
levy fines upon ſuch freemen of the borough as ſhall 
refuſe to ſerve the office of mayor, alderman, or ca- 
pital burgeſs, provided that the fine levied ſhall not 
exceed the ſum of twenty pounds. The charter like. 
wiſe conſtitutes the mayor and recorder, for the time 
being, and one of the aldermen (to be choſen by the 
reſt of the corporation) juſtices of the peace within 
the borough, who are to have * power to chaſtize and 
« puniſh the delinquents againſt the form of theſe or- 
« dinances and ſtatutes, or any of them within the bo- 
* rough, town, and mannor aforeſaid, as it ſhall be 
« appointed, according to the form of theſe ordinances 
e and ſtatutes, and concerning all thoſe who ſhall 
e threaten any one or more of the people of us, our 
* heirs and ſucceſſors, touching their bodies, or burn 
e ing their houſes, to find ſufficient ſecurity for their 
* peace or good behaviour towards us, our heirs and 
* ſucceſſors, and if they refuſe to find ſuch ſecurity, 
e then to cauſe them to be kept in the priſon of us, 
* our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſafely, untill they have 
found fuch ſecurity, and that the ſaid mayor and 
recorder of the borough aforeſaid, and the faid al- 
« derman ſo as aforeſaid to be choſen into the office of 


< Juſtice of the peace of the borough aforeſaid, or any 
cc << two 
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&.two or more of them (of whom the mayor for the 
« time being we will to be one) ſhall be juſtices of us, 
1 Our heirs and ſucceſſors, to enquire by the oath of 
1 honeſt and lawfull men of the borough and mannor 
_ © aforeſaid. (by whom the truth of the matter may be 
© better known), concerning all manner of murthers, 

. «felonies, poiſonings, inchantments, witchcrafts, ſor- 
4 ceries, treſpaſſes, foreſtallers, regraters, ingroſſers, 

L and extortioners whatſoever, and concerning all and 
* fingular other evil deeds and offences, of which 
by Annen of the peace of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
« may or ought lawfully to enquire by whomſoever or 

* howſoever in the borough, town and mannor afore- 
« fad, heretofore done or committed, or which ſhall 

_ © hereafter be attempted, done, or committed there. 
And alſo of all thoſe who ſhall preſume to meet in 
* conventicles within. the borough, town and mannor 
* aforeſaid, againſt the peace of us, our heirs anq; ſuc- | 
* ceſſors, or ſhall go or ride armed: And alſo of all 
«thoſe who ſhall he in wait there, or hereafter pre- 
* ſume to remain to maim or kill the people of us, our 
* heirs and ſucceſſors, by treachery : And alſo of all 
% hoſtellers, and all and ſingular other perſons, Who 
have preſumed to offend or attempt, or ſhall here- 
« after preſume to offend or attempt within the bo- 
rough, town, and mannor aforeſaid, in abuſe of 
« weights, meaſures, or in the ſale of victuals, contrary 
to the form of the ordinances and ſtatutes, or any 
< or either of them, there made for the common uti- 
2 lity ol the kingdom of England, or of the people of 
© us, our heirs and lucceſſors, 1 in the ſame, And alſo 
ce « of | 


. 
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« of all conſtables, keepers of 'gaols, and all other &f | 


« hereafter" ſhall preſume to behave undutifully, or 


« rough, town, and mannor aforeſaid,” concerning all 
« and fingular the articles, circumſtances, and other 
« things whatſoever, howſoever, and by whomſoev 
done or committed, or which ſhall hereafter' be at- 
s tempted, done, or committed in the faid borough, 
« town, and mannor, touching and concerning the 
'« ſaid premiſſes, or any of them, ſo that notwith- 
* ſtanding they proceed in no manner to the deter- 
« mination of any treaſon, murder; or felony, or any 
other offences whatſoever touching the loſs of life or 
e limbs: And that the juſtices of the peace of us, our 
« heirs and ſacceſſors of the ſaid county of Devon, nor 
« any nor either of them do any wiſe intermeddle, or 
e they intermeddle to exerciſe: or execute any thing 
d within the borough, town and mannor aforeſaid, 
«which appertaineth and belongeth to the office of a 
«juſtice of the peace (felonies, and other offences 
© touching the loſs of life and limbs only excepted).— 
Further, of our more ample ſpecial grant, and cer- 
« tain knowledge, and meer motion, we have and do 
give, grant, ratify, confirm and approve to the mayor, 
© aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the borough afore- 
« ſaid, and to their ſucceſſors, all and all manner cf 
« manors, meſſuages, lands, tenements, rents, rever- 
< fhons, liberties, franchiſes, annuities, exemptions, 
« priviledges, quittances, juriſdictions, waſtes, empty 
% foils, cammons or hereditaments whatſoever, which 
| « the 


« their officers, who ſhall carry themſelves unduly, Or | 


'« who ſhall be fearfull, remiſs, or negligent in the bo- Ws 


| 8-9 
© che mayor, aldermen, capital burgeſſes, and inhabi- 
« tants of the town of Bideford aforeſaid, lately had, 
t held, and uſed, or which they, or any of them, ar 
. their predeceſſors by whatſoever name or names 
ec called, or by pretence of whatſoever incorporation, 
ec have held, uſed, and enjoyed, or ought to have had, 
i uſed and enjoyed, as by ate hereditary, or by reaſon 
s or pretence of any charter or charters, or letters pa- 
« tents of any of bur progenitours or anteceſſours, 
Kings or queens of England, by whatſoever right, 
« title, uſe, cuſtom, or preſcription, heretofore law- 
< fully made, uſed, had, or accuſtomed, although 
heretofore they have not been uſed, or they have 
as been diſcontinued, or forfeited and thrown aſide ; 
to have, hold and enjoy to the ſaid mayor, alder- 

men and capital burgeſſes of the borough, town, and 
© -©< mannor aforeſaid, and to their ſucceſſors for ever, 
yielding and paying to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, 
cc ſo much, ſuch, the like, the ſame, and in the ſame 
e manner, the rents, ſervices, ſums of money and de- 

© mands hatſoever, ſo many, ſuch and in the ſame 
manner and form as heretofore, was accuſtomed to 
« be paid and rendered, or oughit do be paid and ren- 
« dered for the ſame: Wherefore we will, and by 
e theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, firmly 
by injunction do command, that the ſaid mayor, 
© aldermen and capital burgeſſes of the borough, town 
«and mannor aforeſaid, have, hold, uſe, and enjoy, 
« and ſhall and may have, hold, uſe, and enjoy for 
ever, all the liberties and freedoms, cuſtoms, privi- 
< ledges, authorities and quittances aforeſaid, according 


«to 


Gin) 
«ig the tenor and eros of theſe our letters patents A 
« without any lett or hindranee of us, our heirs or 


« ſucceſſors whomſoever, being unwilling that the 


« ſarhe mayor, aldermetr, and capital burgeſſes of the 
« borough, town and marmor aforeſaid, or their fac- | 
« ceffors, or any or either of them, by reafort of the 
« premiſles, be letted, moleſted, vexed, diſturbed, or 
«in any thing reed by us, our heirs or ſucceſ- 
« f6rs, ſheriffs or bailiffs, or other miniſters whatfoever 
« of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors; willing and by theſe 
« preſents ordering and commanding as well the trea- 
« fqrer, chancellor and barons of our exchequer at 
« Weſtminſter, and the other jaftices of us, our heirs. 
and ſucceſſors, as alſo our attorney and folficitor 
general for the time being, and every of them, and 
® all other our officers and miniſters whatſoever, that 
neither he nor they, nor any or eitfier of them, do 
r preſent or continue, or cauſe to be prefented and 
continued, any writ or furmmons of quo warrants, or 
any other our writ or writs,. or proceſſes whatſoever, 
ee againft the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and capital bur- 
« gefſes of the borough aforeſaid, or any or either of 
them, for any things, caufes, matters, offences, 
* claims, or uſurpation, or either of them, by them, 
Hor any of them, due, claimed, uſed, had, attempted, 
* or uſurped, before the day of the making of theſe 
our letters patents: Willing alſo, that the mayor 
© aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the borough, ; 


ton and mannor aforeſaid, or any or either of 


y juſtice, officer, or other minifter afore- 


r the uſe, claim, or abuſe of any of the 
6 as * liberties, 


ce them, 9 
oy ai 


* | - 


e 
I liberties, franchiſes, cuſtoms, or juriſdictions within 
* the borough and mannor aforeſaid, and the liberties, 
« limits, or precincts of the ſame, done | before the 
« making of theſe our letters patents, be not in the 
« leaſt moleſted or hindered, or compelled to anſwer 
vc to thole things, or any or either of them: In witneſs 
ee whereof we have cauſed, Sc. Witneſs the King, at 
0 Weſtminſter, the acth day of December, in the ſe- 
ce venth yeat of N lord King 
« James, over and, &c. "ip 
By the writ 'the privy ſeal.” 1 
The firſt mayor under this new charter was William 
| Chaldon, eſq.—The firſt aldermen were, John Short 
the elder, Chriſtopher Copleſtone, William Davie, 
William Eyre, John Suzans, John Lendon, and 
William Heard, The firſt capitah burgeſſes were, 
Baptiſt Tooker, Thomas Mohun, John. Ackland, 
John Short the younger, Anthony Dennis, Thomas 
Anthony, John Ward, William Jones, Richard 
| Leach, and Nicholas Eyre. The firſt recorder was 
Thomas Welch, eſq. barriſter at law. And the firſt 
common or town-clerk was Thomas Docton, gentle- 
man.—All thelg, were expreſsly nominated in the 
letters patents. 
It is obſervable, that William Chaldon, eſq. died 
in the firſt year of his mayoralty. 
Foor a very conſiderable time after the obtaining of 
this charter I cannot meet with any occurrences rela- 
tive to Bideford that can prove intereſting to the par- 
nen, reader. 
In 


* 


"« 90 


In che yer 886 a rate, or aſſeſſment, ein firuck 4 
at Bideford for his Majeſty's ſervice, and which 
amounted'to pl. 78. 4d. 

' In 618th Fin ones were aſſed in the fum of 
81. 1s. 2d. | 
In 1619 the rate was 14]. 148. 64. - 

In 1621 it was as high as 2gl: 158. 4d. 

In 1622 it was as low as yl. gs. 6d. 

It again aſcended in'16gg, being then 81. 0s. 64. 
But in 1624 it fell to 61. 198. 

In an old valuation of the hundred of Shebbeare, 
which was made about the middle of the reign of 
King James I. eee -e rege 
ſpecting Bideford: | | 

The mannour of Bideford never paied ende 
« the paiment of one tenth and fifteenth but only 
* xiii g. and ivd. The burroughe paied antientlye 
l. xvis. but on complaint thereof the inhabitants 
« of the ſaid burroughe have long ſithence binne ever 
* abated xxs. ſoe that there hath only binne paied 
e ſithence the beginninge of Queene Elizabeth's 
« raigne but iv.. xvis. as by a copie of the recorde 
« thereof, now remayninge with Mr. Anthonye Den- 
* nys, maior, may appeare, as alſo by ſeverall receipts 
« thereof in the cuſtodie of Mr. Thomas Wadland, 
and yt hath uſuallie binne paied by ii d. per burgage, - 
* and 1d. per acre throughout the ſame burroughe. 

The mode of raiſing ſupplies for the neceſſities of the 


ſtate, in thoſe times, by ſubſidies of tenths and fl. 


teenths, was, undoubtedly, more troubleſame, on ac- 
count of its irregularity, both to the aſſeſſors and to 
# 3 Sa the 


** 


({ 8! )) | 
the people, than the methods of collecting taxes now ; 
becauſe theſe are ſtated and conſtant, but the former 
was ſo precarious and uncertain, that, frequently, aſ- 
ſeſſments were repeated in the courſe: of a month, and 
even a week, according to the exigencies of the govern- 
ment, which muſt, unavoidahly, have put many per- 
ſons to great and unexpected ſtraits and diſficulties. 
And yet, perhaps, on the other hand, the preſent 
encreaſing extention of thayexciſc ſyſtem, or rather 
Political dra (Which is remarkable in having its 
origin in a rebellious parliament), threatens a much 
more formidable danger to the liberties of the people, 
than did the moſt arbitrary modes of encreaſing the 
public revenue . the 3 MOR * of 
the Stuarts. 

There are many ſuperficial ml of which 
this country is but too abundant, who take a pleaſure 
in magnifying the benefits that have accrued- to this 
nation in the boaſted Revolution, by the total expul- 
Gon of that unfortunate family, all the monarchs of 
which they repreſent as having been either tyrants or 
fools. Such perſons, however, would do well to con-' 
ſider, whether perpetuated arbitrary exaftions, which 
are the conſequences of the national debt, that dates 
its commencement after the Revolution, are not more 
replete with eee e eee g Weg 
prices of the day. | « 

Though, therefore, e ei 
. erer rd en b denne er 
Fathers hans. * 
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But to return from this digreſſion, which naturally 
aroſe from the occaſion. In the year ava 
the corporation of Bideford exerting their preroga- 
tive within the limits of their petty government as. 
follows: © Ke 

« Qrdynaunces and cuſtoms approved of and eſta- 
« bliſfſed by the maior, aldermen, and capitall bur- 
* geſſes of the towne and bourhough of Bideford, - 
« yeven the eighteenth gy of Julie, in the third 
« yeare of the raigne of our ſovergigne Lord Charles, 
« &c. Itt was eſtabliſhed as is hereunder written: 

« Itt is ordeyned ordered and eſtabliſhed for the 
© better maintenance and preſervation of the liberties 
« and franchiſes of this corporation: of the lands, 
tc tenements, and hereditaments of the ſame according 
« to the charters and grants thereof made: that aſſwell 
« for the deffence of the queſtions now pretended : 
« as hereafter to be made againſt the ſame: That Mr. 
„% Maior for the tyme being with the aldermen and 
capital burgeſſes or the greateſt noumber of them 
„ ſhall and maie from tyme to tyme: as occafions' 


Maint ke monnye upon evyrie freeman of this cor- 
« poration: as the maior, aldermen, and capital bur- 
" gefſes, or the greater noumber of them ſhall ap- 
* poynte : and for defaulte of payment thereof to levye 
« the ſame by diſtreſſe, and fale thereof after eaight 


re : aſſeſſe and taxe ſuch ſome: and 


« daies for default of payment to bee made: dely= 


veringe the overplus to the owner : and for defalte 
© of diſtreſſe to impriſon the refuſinge: att 
| Te e en Maior, the 
| „ 


for the moſt part, of that deſcription, it is no wonder 


(3) 


3 and capitall burgelſs, or che greater 
© n6umber of them. a 
8 Walter en maior 
„ Thomas Wadland, Juſtice 
« Antonye Dennes 
« John Heard 
« John Strange 0 
Andrew Berreman ue 
ith | Jahn Sherman. 
| ina ' John Salterne 
* | cc John Short 1 | 
George Middleton 
Richard Sherman 
John Thomas 
«* Hugh Hawkeridge 
« Anthonye Davy 
' cc John Leache. 3” 
11 e a great and mighty cor- 
poration as a ſpecimen of legality, orthography, and ſenſe. 


To deſcant upon it now would be as great ann 


dity as the original itſelff. 
eee eee eee ino full 


fury againſt King Charles I. by the f inno- 
vators of the age, the inhabitants of Bideford being, 


that they took an early and active part againſt their 


ſovereign. It muſt be acknowleged that his majeſty 


had no greater enemies in any part of his dominions 
than in the chief towns in the north of Devonſhire. 
This. was owing tdd the great credit and influence 
rere 


towns. 


» 


6290 


towns. Some of them were men of the moſt zeſpell⸗- 
able families in theſe parts, and of conſiderable for- 
tunes and all this, added to the affectation of 
peculiar ſanctity, and an ardency of zeal in the cauſe 
of pure doctrine and worſhip, made them looked up 
2 the multitude, as infallible prophets who could 
bly lead them wrong.. One of the moſt po- 
= and active of theſe ſpiritual fomenters of ſedition 
was the reverend Mr. Levis Stucley, a gentleman of 

a very antient family, and of moſt reſpectable con- 
nections. His labours joined to. thoſe of another 
pious trumpeter in the ſame righteous 'cauſe, Mr. 
William Bartlett, curate of Bideford, effectually rouſed 
the people of this town and its environs to aſſemble 


| were taught to account I OI 
conſtitution of the kingdom. 

Two. forts were erected at Bideford, one on the 
higheſt part of each fide the river, ſo as to command 
completely, both that and the whole town. The 


eight „and being ereQed by the parliament's 
forces ny. ; the command of major-general James | 
Chudleigh, was called after his name. 

There was alſo a ſmall fort erected at Appledore, 


the rivers to Bideford and Barnſtaple. 

In the ſummer of 1643 Prince Maurice of Bo- 
hemia, with Sir John Berkley at the head of a conſi- 
derable army, laid fiege to Exeter, then in the poſſeſ- 
hon of the rebels, For the relief of that city, which 


Was 


together againſt yranny and fuperſtition; for ſo theß 


moſt conſiderable of theſe forts was provided with | 
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_ was Confidered as of very great conſequence to the in- 
tereſt of either party, the friends to the parliament 
_ cauſe were extremely ſolicitous, and none more ſo 
than thoſe of Bideford, and the adjacent parts. To 
accompliſh this defirable purpoſe, the rebels at Barn- 
flaple joined thoſe at Bideford, then garriſoned by a 
conſiderable force under the command of 'Otlone! 
Bennet. Sir John Berkley being informed of their pions 
intention, immediately diſpatehed Colonel John Digby 
_ with a regiment of horſe and ſome other troops to im- 
pede the rebels in their march; The colonet arrived, 
_ and fixed his quarters, at Torrington without any op- 
polition, where he was ſoon joined by a regiment of 
foot from Cornwall, ſo that his army confiſted of three 
hundred horſe, and between fix and ſevert hundred 
| foot. But the parliament forces at Bideford were 
conſiderably ſuperior in number, being twelve hun- 
dred foot and three hundred horfe. Had they 
marched immediately againft the royal army, before it 
was ſtrengthened by the Corniſh regiment, they would 
in all probability have Aae ee a defeat, and 
have raiſed the ſiege. But they wafted their time in 
praying, preaching, and ſeeking the Lord; and, at 
length, after certain aſfurances of victory from their 
preachers, they marched ont of Bideford early in the 
morning of the ad of September, to attack the Phi- 
liſtines at Torrington. Colonel Digby having re- 
ceived information of their march, regulated his forces 
to give them a proper reception a little way out of the 
town, but after waiting fome hours, and finding no 


N the enemy, he conſidered it as a falſe 
alarm, 


"Iv ior « 4. 77 | 

= and, therefore, dilmiſſed his troops to their 
quarters, except T 
horſe. 2 
| iT leh than an hour, 3 | 
tion that the enemy were within half a mile of the 
town. The confuſion upon this was very great ; but 
the colonel, whoſe courage and vivacity in action, 
ſays Lord Clarendon, were eminently conſpicuous, 
and commonly very fortunate, immediately haſtened 
to the cavalry which he had left on the ſpot where he 
had waited for the rebels in the morning. He did not 
mean, indeed, to engage them, but only to keep them 
in play till his whole force was collected; but having 
divided his ſmall number of horſe. into parties, and 
diſtributed: them into ſeveral little cloſes, from which 
there were gaps into the larger ground occupied by 
the rebels, he was directly attacked by a party of fifty 
men, which'neceſlitated him to collect his on party 
and come to action. The conteſt, however, did not 
continue long, for in conſequence of his admirable 
preſence of mind and undaunted courage, the rebel 
detachment were ſo well received, that they threw 
down their arms and retreated to their main body, 
The colonel having ſucceeded ſo fortunately, purſued 
his advantage, puſhed forwards upon the enemy, and 
all his men, animated by his example, fell on with ſuck 
fury, that the rebels gave way on all ſides and fled 
with the utmoſt precipitation. The whole glory of 
this victory was enjoyed by the colonel's guard of 

horſe, the foot only coming up in ſufficient time to 


.G the 


join in che purſuit. The action was To vigorous, ſays 85 


yr 


the noble hiſtorian, that the ſwords of the royaliſts 
were blunt with ſlaughter, and they were over-bur- 
| thened with priſoners. 


ticles of capitulation, which the colonel ſaw punctually 


_ ably reduced, and they remained perfectly neutral to 


uſe, R 


1 ) 


"In this ation: the rebels had about | two hundred 
killed, and the ſame number captured. The fugitives 
who eſcaped told their friends, according to the lan- 
guage of the times, ſtrange ſtones of the ſupernatural 
horrors and fears that fell upon them, and that none 
of them ſaw above fix of the enemy that engaged 
them. 

This victory operated ſo powerfully upon the re- 
bels, that the next day, September g, Bideford, Barn- 
ſtaple, and the fort at Appledore, ſurrendeted to the 
royal army, upon promiſe of pardon and the uſual ar- 


obſerved, and, much to his honour, preſerved the 
towns free from plunder and violence. | 

This ſucceſs had ſuch an effect upon the — in 
theſe parts, that their ſpirit for rebellion was conſider- 


the dreadful end of that unhappy war. 
It is not improper, however, to obſerve, that this 
defeat was of ſuch great importance, that on the 4th of 
September the city of Exeter ſurrendered to the king. 
In June 1646 Bideford was 3 by the moſt 
dreadful of all enemies. 
A veſſel from Spain, laden with wool, having 
landed her cargo at the quay, there being, at that 
time, no ſuch neceſſary precaution as quarantining in 


that, 


(© 487) 
that, in a few weeks, the. houſes were filled with hd? 
ror, and the ſtreets covered with grals, 

Some children who had been playing on the wool- 
ſacks were the firſt who caught the infection: Their 
names were Hugh Cadwell, Henry, John, and Chriſ- 
topher Ravening. | 

The progreſs of the diſeaſe, according to the pariſh 
regiſter, was as follows : 

From June the 8th to the end of the month were 
bunned - = — 18 

In Jul — — = 88 

In A ʒff . "8 

In September — — — 38 

In October 3 

In November = — — 2 

In December - — - 9 

In January - — - 2 

The Regiſter dates the commencement of the ma- 
lady June the 8th, and ends it January the 18th. 

The greateſt number who were buried in a 'day 
were ſeven, Many, however, were not regiſtered, 
though they were buried in the church-yard of Bi- 
deford, in particular the three children of Henry 
Ravening above-mentioned. It muſt be ſuppoſed, 
therefore, that ,the regiſtered number is very inferior 
to the real number who fell in this direful viſitation. 

Thus the ſpirit of rebellion was followed by the 
ſevereſt mark of heayen's diſpleaſure, and that crime, 
which is, .perhaps, the greateſt a& of atrocity, re- 
ceived, as its retribution, the higheſt of all PORE: 
puulluments, ; » 
62 ä One 


* 


Iloſſes Bideford could have ſuſtained, was the death of 


„ 
One of the moſt conſiderable calamities whith at- 
tended this awful judgment, and one of the greateſt 


John Strange, eſq. 
- At the commencement of the diſeaſe the mayor, 


whoſe name is deſervedly funk into obhvion, forgetting 
his duty, left the town, with many others who ſhould 
have been its chief friends in its diſtreſs. In this 
truly critical junQure Mr. Strange, with a fortitude 
of mind and a philanthropy of heart rarely equalled, 
took the very difficult and extremely hazardous office 
upon himſelf, and by the prudence and vigilance of 
his management, prevented the infection from ſpread- 
ing to ſo great a degree. and extent as, in all proba- 
bility, it otherwiſe would have done. He ſaw the 
fick, particularly the poor, properly taken care of, the 
dead decently buried, the avenues to the town care- 
fully guarded, to prevent the diſeaſe from being carried 
into the country, and performed every other office of 
the good chriſtian and the vigilant magiſtrate. 
It has been ſaid, and the tradition is current, that 
this excellent man was the laſt who fell a victim to the 
malady; this, however, is a miſtake ;—that he died in 
it, is true, but it did not ceaſe its ravages till a "34 
conſiderable time after his death. 
Something more concerning this genuine philan- 
thropiſt, this counter-part of the Good A 
will be obſerved in another place. 
Bideford prefented a very zealous, and, conſe. 
© quently, a very canting addreſs to the uſurper 
Cromwell, on his adyancement to the protectorate; 
8 | | CONS as 
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as it did, alſo, to his ſon Richard, on the commence. ; 
ment of his ſhort and ridiculous government; but the 
particulars of either I am incapable of giving for the 
entertainment of my readers. All that is known far- 
ther concerning the addreſſes is, that the worſhipful 
and pious gentlemen who preſented them were, in 
conſequence, made knights of the uſurper's blade. 

The following warrant, or order, for Bideford to 
provide military ſtores for the ſervice of King Charles 
II. after his reſtoration, may not be undeſerving a 
place here, if it be only on account of its orthography. 

To the Maior of the Towne of Bideford, theſe : 

« Whereas for the better ſettlinge of the Malicia of 
the countye : Itt was thought fitt by the deputye 
« leiftenants att theire late generall meetinge, That 
« generall Magazines ſhould bee prouyded in the 
% North dyvyſon of this countye : Itt is therfor or- 
* derd and you are in his Majeſties name hereby 1 re- 
quired ſpedelye to prouyde the ſeuerall proporcons 
« of ammonycon hereundere mencyoned for the uſe 
« of Sir John Chicheſter's regiment for his Majeſties 
* ſervice. Giuen undere our hands the xxi daye of 
0 Februarye 1660. 


on Jokn : Chicheſter 
« Arthur: Baſſett 
ce John: CEO” 
Powder goof. 
— 33 goof” 
Matches 240£ 
© Itt is not intended that you are to prouyde the 
ſaid ammonycon att yo", owne charges: but that itt 
; cc may 


. 

1 may bee i in a readynes to be boughte of you for his 
„ Ma'*ſervice upon all occaſions,” 

Buch curious ſpecimens of orthography as this, and 
others which have already been given, may not be 
unuſeful or unentertaining to thoſe perſons who de- 
light themſelves in the pleaſing and inſtructive em- 
ploy of tracing, minutely, the progreſs of the Engliſh 
language. The variations in our orthography from 
the earlieſt known æra of Engliſh literature, to the 
preſent period, would afford an ample field for inveſ- 
tigation to, the learned and induſtrious antiquary, and 
be an undertaking highly intereſting to the intereſts of 


In the year 1661 Bideford had the honour of giving 
2 baronial title to its lord, the celebrated Sir John 
Granville, then created an Engliſh peer, for his emi- 
nent ſervices in accompliſhing the reſtoration of King 
Charles the Second, by the titles of John Lord 
Granville of Bideford and Kilkhampton, Viſcount 
Granville of Lanſdowne, and Earl of Bath. 

In the year 1682 three poor, friendleſs old women 
of this town, named Temperance Lloyd, M ary Trem- 
bles, and Suſannah Edwards, were accuſed by their 
cruel, ignorant neighbours of being witches, and, 


after ſome long and curious examinations before the 


wiſe 'and beneyolent magiſtrates, were committed to 
Exeter gaol by John Davy, eſq. mayor, and Thomas 
Giſt, elq. juſtice of the peace, for the borough of 
Bideford. For performing, according to the teſtimony 
of the evidences, certain wonderful feats, ſuch as 


_ transformations of themſelves and incantations upon 
; others, | 


. (4) 
others, and for not being able to repeat the Pater. 
woſter without blundering, theſe unhappy creatures 


| 1 victims to ignorance, prejudice, and ſuperſti- 
n, being all thres executed at Exeter the ſame 


It is deſerving of remark, that theſe were the laſt 

ſufferers under the abominable ſtatutes enated againſt 
-the ſuppoſed crimes of ſdrcery and witchcraft. | 

That there are not inviſible, nefarious beings, can- 
not well be denied by any who believe the facree 
ſcriptures ; or are verſed in the hiſtories of different 
countries, antient and modern. But the ceconomy. 
of that order of intelligencies lies enveloped in impe- 
netrable darkneſs ; and though we are, unqueſtionably, 
to believe, that the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things has 
the wiſeſt ends in permitting their influence and ope- 
rations in the world, yet it would be deroggting infi- 
nitely from his exalted excellence to ſuppoſe, that he 
permits any mere wanton acts of evil. 

The courſe of misfortune is wiſely ordered for a. 
variety of beneficent purpoſes, to draw our minds off 
from too cloſe an attachment to this world; to purge 
them from corruption and prejudice, and to. give 
them a proper direction to the more important objects 
of the inviſibly glorious world. 

Now whatever means the Divine Being may think | 
proper to make uſe of for accompliſhing theſe im- 
portant purpoſes, yet it is not to be ſuppoſed that he 
would deſign the everlaſting deſtruction of a few mor- 
tals, for an everlaſting benefit to others. 

But 
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But it is entirely upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, that the 
hypotheſis of witchcraft, or of à union between 
human beings and evil ſpirits, depends for its ſupport. 
To believe in ſuch a dottrine is, therefore, leſſening 
the dignity, narrowing the power, confining the bene- 

volence, and degrading: all the glorious * of 
the Deity. 

To the honour of this age? however, ſuch miſerable 
bigotry and. abſurd ſuperſtitition have loſt a conſider- 
. able degree of their influence, and the enlightening 
_ cheering rays of generous truth and ſenſible benevo- 
lence ſeem to be gladly received: by almoſt all arders 
of perſons. ' 

When the miſguided, unfortunate. Duke of Mon- 
mouth made his romantic and fatal expedition into 
the weſt of England in the year 1685 for the purpoſe 
of obtaining the crown from the head of- King James 
the Second, who, as he vainly imagined, was tho- 

roughly obnoxious to the people, ſeveral diſaffected 
nonconformiſts from PINE and 1ts environs "Im ined 
his ſtandard. 

After his defeat at 3 ſome of theſe 3 
vere tried at Exeter by the famous, or infamous Judge 
| Jefferies, and, being executed, their quarters were 
boiled in pitch, and ſuſpended in ſeveral parts of Bi- 
deford, to the diſgrace of humanity, and to * * 
inconvenience of the inhabitants. 

From the laſt- mentioned event I can find: no par- 
ticular occurrences that can be any way conſidered as 
proper to fall under this chapter. I ſhall, therefore, 


take the liberty of OY it with a view of the gra- 
| dual 
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dual 'encreafe- of the town, drawn from iche pariſſi 2 


N 


2 n which commenced __ 18 ak [ 


In 1640* 


* * * 18 — % 


to 
" 
29 


1570. 
1880 
1590. 
1600 
1610 
1620 


1630 


1640 


9 


I 96 
94 
109 1. 


116 
88 


128 
11 


20 
23 


16 


14 


11 
17 
13 

24 
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27 | 
293 
333 


312 


108 


496 


244 
212 


282 
215 
| 197 


120 
53 


2 Fenn 1640 to 1680 Wenn 
. eg tn paced — 


GEES | 


Years. - TFH Marriages, Baptiſms. ' Burials, 


In A /˖ d oy 
1658 | 18 8 
1659 > 24 55 

From the beginning of ö 


1660 to 1670 88 x8 608 
1670 to 1680 118 617 651 
1680 to 1690 227 841 953 
e 7 205 


end of | 
1701 18 67 
r 80 
1703 26 711 92 
1704 26 69 77 
1705 9 78 


In 


+ The occaſion of the great encreaſe of marriages in the years 1653, 4, 5, 6, 
and 7, was the act of the ufurping parliament, which obliged them to be ſolem- 
nized (if I may venture ſo to proſtitute the word) by the civil magiſtrates ; and, 
on this account, the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages were under the neceſ- 
fity of going to Bideford to be married. 

The parith regiſter for that time has the following entry: 

40 Bideford q The regiſter booke of the marriages births and bucialls there, kept 

4e zu Dowen by Humphry Acland elected and choſen regiſter there by and with 
ec the conſente of the greateſt nomber of the parithioners according to an act of par- 
c lament of the 24th day of Auguſt 1653 made and ordained. And thereunto the 
4c ſaid Humphry Acland was ſworne by the worſhipfull John Thomas maior of Bi- 
cc deford aforeſaid, being one of the juſtices there this 12th day of December in the 
ec yearof our Lord 4653. | 

The firſt couple married in this manner, at Bidefore, were entered in the regiſter 
thus, © Jobn Brooke of the pariſh of Abbotſham ſaylor and Johan Shebber of the 
t ſame pariſh gentlewoman weare marryed by the ſaid Mr. John Thomas major the 

th day of December 1653 with the conſente of their parents and friends as it doth 
e appeare by a certificate given in by Arthur Wyott regiſter of Abbotſham, bearing 
'« date the 6th day of December 1653. 

On May 12th, 1659, William Bartlett, the reQor, under the uſurpation recom - 
menced the office of marrying, and continued it till the happy reſtoration of church 
and ſtate to their — rights and glory. 


In 2706 30 71 84 
21707 36 52 84 
178 29 54 78 
1709 28 gn 78 
1710 42 61 103 
1711 42 70 74 
4718" „ ig): 08 
. 83 
1714 43 59 85 
1715 37 67 84 
1718 46 60 73 
17179 38 88 78 
25918 go '. „ 7 
a9 "ge 20a 
1720 49 59 986 
1721 44 65 62 
1722 -44 62 82 8 
1723 20 66 83 , 
1724 22 "OE TN 
2725 15 54 103 
1768 24 64 60 
1727 92 56 74 
1728 24 64 98 
1729 33 65 63 
R 
„ £08 
a0 A | 
21 H 2 | In. 
® Jn this year the ſmall-pox was very mortal in Bideford and Its neghbourhood--» 
be LE beipg ant then in uſe 


| ö 9 . From 
4 The occaGion of the encreaſe, of burials in"this and the preceding yean, was 2 
French priſon at Bideford durintz the whole of the wer. | 


( 54 ) 
From this lift it appears that the pariſh hath en- 


creaſed in population- for the laſt ten mos very 


conſiderably. 
This muſt yield a nn relief to the minds of 


thoſe who have too credulouſly attended to the vi- 
fonary repreſentations and conſequent forebodings of 
à certain theological politician, whoſe abilities have 
been piouſly exerted in endeavouring to make his fel- 
lo ſubjects diſſatisfied with their ſituation. | 
nſtead of being, according to his account, in the 
high road to depopulation and ruin, in conſequence 
of the late rebellion and war, the whole kingdom is, 
evidently, in a flouriſhing ſtate ; for when population 
encreaſes in a civilized ſtate, additional riches are made 
to the common wealth, and theſe are riches of infi- 
nitely more value than great conqueſts and extenſive 
But to return to our more immediate ſubject. In 
noticing the encreaſe of population in the above liſt, 

we muſt alſo take into the account the baptiſms in the 
diſſenting meeting-houſe, which, though not particu- 
larly known by me, muſt undoubtedly make the en- 
creaſed ſuperiority much more conſiderable. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 


8 a 


COMMERCE. 


Nero can be more intereſting to a commer- 
cial nation than the hiſtory of its trade, and ſuch 
other publications as are adapted to encourage the 
ſpirit of induſtry, by pointing out methods for ſup- 
preſſing the nefarious practices of the illicit, and to 
give a greater ſcope for the honourable exertions of 
the honeft trader. | 
The humbleſt and minuteſt ee to pacandts 
the intereſts of the public, by adding to the general 
| Rock of commercial knowlege, muſt afford a conſfi- 
derable degree of ſatisfaction to the perſon who fo 
uſefully employs his time, and undoubtedly lay a juſt 
claim to no ſmall ſhare of public reſpect. 
Peeling as I do in this manner, I readily aſſure to 
myſelf the indulgence of my readers for making many 
obſervations, in this chapter, upon ſubjects, which 
may be deemed very extraneous in a work of this 


| There | 


engaged in proſecuting new diſcoveries, his intimate 


* 
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ics do not appear any traces of Bideford' 8. having | 
. Enjoyed any trading conſequence antecedent to the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, that illuſtrious ra of mag- 
nanimity, adventure, and knowlege. af 
When the gallant and ingenious Sir Walter Raleigh 


friend and kinſman Sir Richard Granville, of Bideford, 
joined his fortune with him. 
I be reſult of this conjunction was the „ of 
Carolina and Virginia in the year 1584, ſhips 
belonging to Sir Walter and his company, commanded 
by Capt. Philip Amidas and Capt. Arthur Burlow. 
The account which theſe ſhips brought home of 
the country, its productions, and inhabitants, induced 
the adyenture - endeavour the eſtabliſhment of a 
| ſettlement 
A fleet of Gen ſhips' was nn fitted: out 
under the command of Sir Richard Granville, who 
failed from Plymouth the gth of April, 1388. They 
arrived at the iſland of Wokoken, on the coaſt of Ca- 
rolina, in the latitude of about 34 degrees N. on the 
26th of June following; but juſt as they were en- 
tering the road the admiral's ſhip, by ſome miſmanage- 
ment, drove on a reef of rocks and went to pieces, but 
none of the crew were loſt. - From - thence. the re- 
mainder of the ſhips proceeded to the iſland of 
Roanoak; a little further to-the'northward. © + 
Sir Richard went over from*Roanoak to the conti- 
nent, and began to make a ſurvey of the country. 
But while he was engaged in this undertakirig, one of 
| oy r rate by the ſhining appearance of a 


fiver 
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Glver cup in Sir Richard's tent, made no 3 

carrying it olf. This vas conſidered by the admiral 
as ſo. very heinous an offence, after the civilities he 
had ſhexn them, that he immediately took a raſh and 
ima reſolution of revenging himſelf upon all the a 
natives. Regardleſs of the principles of natural juſtice 3 
and of the feelings of humanity, he commanded his men 
to fall on and plunder the Indian town, and after they 
had done it to burn it to the ground; not content with 
this ſavage revenge, he ordered his crew to deſtroy al 
the corn in the fields. 

Having thus poured depredation Dy famine upon 
a whole body for the petty offence of one man, he de- 
parted-for Roanoak, where having made a ſettlement, 
he left in it a company of one hundred and feven | 
men, under the command of Mr. Ral ane. Sir 
Richard then ſet ſail for England, with an intention 
of procuring a reinforcement ſufficient for cabling 
him to ſubdue and colonize the continent of Virginia 
and Carolina, In his voyage hamewards he had the 
good fortune of capturing a. Spaniſh regiſter 2 
worth more than fifty thouſand pounds. He al 
brought with him an Indian, and had him baptized 
at Bideford by the name of Raleigh, and kept bm as 
a domeſtic in his houſe there, till the poor fellow's 

death, which was in the year 1589. | 
| ir Richard did not, however, return to n 
again, and the colony which he had eſtabliſhed there, 
were therefore in imminent danger of periſhing, when 
Sir Francis Drake touching there 1 in his "Y MN 
from a a Frans, took them up. . 

| I In 


"ts theſe e Bideford, in conſequence of 
its lord, had ſome ſhare, but chiefly with reſpe& to 
its mariners; and, therefore, when the trade began to 
open between England and America, in the reign of 
King James the Firſt, Bideford early took a eres in it, 

| as it did alſo in that to Newfoundland. 

One of the firſt branches of Bede commerce, 

| however, which the town engaged in, was trading to 
Spain for wool. Mr. John Strange, merchant, who 
died in the year 1646, had a conſiderable number of 
veſſels upon a conſtant employ in this trade, during 
the greateſt part of his life. | 
be trade of Bideford was alſo extended early i in 
the laſt century to various parts in the Mediterranean, 
to mp 2 France. 

D Upon the fevocation of the edict of Nantes in 168;, 
and the conſequent expulſion of the French pro- 
teſtants from their native country, a conſiderable 

number of them, with ſome of their miniſters, came 

to Bideford, and being moſtly manufacturers and 
mercantile perſons, they eſtabliſhed ſeveral branches 
of trade there, and conſiderably enlarged the circle of 
its commerce. Some of them carried on the filk and 
cotton manufactures; but it is deſerving of note, that 
the former branch of trade was known in Bideford 

many years before, for one Mr. Thomas Smith was a 

very conſiderable lk-weaver there about ths 9 5 

1660. 
Ihe foreign . of Bideford, at the doſe ol the 
laſt century, may be 2 84 in — degree by the 

28 
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following liſt of ſhips which it fitted out for News LES. 
foundland only in the years 1698, 1699, and 17 5 


| Ships, Commanders. Tont. Men, Guns, | 
Pearl „ - John Whitefield 220 "65 20 
Cron - Thomas Phillips 220 65 20 
Viftory, +, Richard Martin 200 66 20 
Exchange Thomas Pruſt 200 50 18 
Pelican. +» = & John Harris 200 50 18 
True Lore Jobn Hooper 180 45 16 
5 Sea Fair © Philip Cade 8 A 180 45 
Bideford Merchant Anthony Gay 180 45 14 
Hope Thomas Lake 189 45 14 
Fellowſhip - | - +» Willam Maddon 180 45 14 
Laurel 4. Joſeph Dennard 180 40. 12 
Bullett „ „ George Corniſh 180 40 | 12. 
Happy Return Joby Lover Ko 49 19 
Ruby - - + + Thos. Whiteheld 130 35 10 
SS eerie cnt 120 35 10 
Nightingale » . » William Hacker t 20 33 10 
. r 110 90 10 
Mary and Sarah Pink John Quick 110 30 8 
Diamond Anth' Coleman 110 30 6 
Laurel Pink — — 110 30 8 
Loyalty - John Small 90 23 6 
Leviathan - + Samuel Johns 90 20 10 
Bonadventure - - John Darver go 20 8 
King's Gift - George Blake 80 0 o 
Mary Gold - Mat. Shebbeare 70 2 0 
Mary . 70 20 0 
Olive Tree „ 60 20 0 
H e — 60 20 o 


« 


1 
"1 find that i in the ſame yeafs the port of Barnſtaple . 
had belonging to it on the Newfoundland trade 9 


the following ſhips. | | 

Ships. is . 2 . 
Two Brothers ger ce 9 40 0 
| Golden Lioernn⁊ñä ß́! — 200 60 16 
Barnſtiple — 160 40 12 
3 A Jehn Scene 200 30 8 
See „ - eee - go uy" 4 
# Dofier =  - Ei. 50 oY hae 
A mill veſſel ee 


„ 


er e s Bad ray aa . 
 Giſcovered. 
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ae fans 8 þ 
Bideford -.* = 28 Portſmouth _ .; 
Liverpool WORE 
Ol Colcheſter _ £9 0 
» 4 Sandwich Ne n 
Sancomb =,» 
285 Dublin 
17 Belfaſt - 


> 5 Silas Wootton - — 
. Piſcataway „ - 
— "i New England - 


7 


5 — Boſton » = 
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Jerſey and Guernſey 5 South 9 - 2 
Bermudas 2 New York «= A 
Barbadoes | - 1  Oporto - + - > 2 
Montſerrat - 1 | 5 
50 n Mr Total 238 
| | — „ er 
Ships from Newfoundland in the ſame year and 


E 


places Witte bound: * 800 
London - - 41 Boſton - += 8 
Bideford  - 11 Virginia 3 
Barnſtaple . - 6 New England — 3 
Topſham - 11 Barbadoes - * 4 8 
+ <4, „ Anse — 1 
Dartmouth « 1g Mongſerrat — 1 
Briſtol - - 4 Cananes = 2 
Lyme ' - - — 1 Jamaica - 2 0 
Fool - - 15 Rhode Iſland-- — 1 
Weymouth + - 2 May Iſland < — 1 
Southampton 1 Sta River 1 
Other places in England 4 Spai - - - 4 
Cork —- — — 1 1 | — 
Jerſex 1 Total 91 


Piſcataway” — =» 41 — 
As N the account of 
ſhips fitted out upon that trade, it is to be concluded 
that the remainder went upon what are called market - 
Voyages to different ports in the Mediterranean. 
Ibe great conſequence of Bidef@d in this branch 


of foreign commerce, at that period, is ſufficiently ap- 
Parent, 


$i A oy 
| . J * 
parent, for its export was infegior,only to two ports, 
and its import inferior only to. one ; and the number 
of boats which it maintained there for the purpoſe of 
curing fiſh, &c. lupe to thoſe belonging to any 
other port. 

It was reaſonable to .. therefore, that when 
Funde, in the carly pſ# of Queen Anne's reign, 
made pretenſions to a partition in the Newfoundland 

fiſhery, that the millechants 1 ſhould be 
alarmed, and endeavour to intereſt the 3 in 
; their behalf. 
Lewis Stucley, Eſq; of the Middle Temple, was at 
that time recorder of the borough; and being alſo a man 
of conſidgfable political and commercial knowlege, 
he readily undertook the cauſe of the merchants he 
gaged in this trade. $ * 
His letters, giving an account of his negotiations in 
this important concern, lie now before me, as alfo co- 
pics of anſwers to his enquiries from different mer- 
#hants and captains. * e 1 thall here 
cred w_ | 


To Mi. or, „ « ſkaice Davy,” the Aldermen, 
OT Aſſiſtants of, Bideford. 
„Gentlemen, 6 

Were my endeavours to fre you equal to my 

. wiſhes, they ſhould be worthy your acceptance: At 
© greſent 1 am ſenſible yqu overvalue them, and do 

* me too much hgnour by intruſting me with ſo great 

* and conſiderab an undertaking. 1 return you my 


"8 acknowledgment for petition A have lent me 
£ « tq 


Si * 


= 


2 1 


» $ . 
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- 
* 
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« to further and 5 and hae followed your 


directions by delivering it ; Sir Alexander [Cairns] | 


« to be preſented. ®As for other proceedings I muſt 

« defire to refer you to Mr. George Buck, to whom I 

* have written more att . | 
« I am, with all dutyfull reſet ad aſſurances of 

« my readyneſs to ſervgyyſu to the utmoſt of my 

« power, G en, 

0" 750,06 FOGEM ovedientibumble W 

London, May 3, 179. Lewis Stucley.“ 


From Mr. John , merchant, in Bideford, to 
Lewis Stucley, in anſwer 0 his enquiries — * 
anne fiſhery... 
To the befor m my 8 I heve 
« heard my father to ſay; that the French paid tribute 
« for fiſhing in Newfoundland, and if I am not miſ- 
« taken, that Mr. Bartholomew Hopkins's father was 
© governor there, and offgred him 80%. or upwarly 
« [per annum] to manage his concerns there and te 
« collect the tribute; he was both the 18th of March, 
« 1620, and lived till the Loth of April, 1706, and 
« uſed that country for many years. 


I find that a petition fr; the corporation and inha- 
bitants of Bideford praying relief from the uſuspation 
by the French of the Newfoundland fiſhery, was 


Vc to her Majeſty in council the gth of May, 


170 . | 
It a * n that little or ko was dons 
in the ca © by the government at that time: and in . 
* conſequence 
3 4 
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5 conſequence — Bidgford ſ ſuſtained many 
Two years Load Mr. | eley again exerted 
his endeavours in this * cauſe, as appears from the 
following letters. 1 

e 2 
n 90 1:Þ Middle pls. April 19, 1711. 


« Mr. John Buck, 

« I have your's of the 166 Ya obſerve, that you 
te are no ways acquainted with the loſs of any ports but 
te what are mentioned in your ſchedule, nor can give 
* any perfect account of em in any other year but 
tc that of 1696. I have dra t a ſhort caſe in the 
« moſt piſhſible manner I could on what materials 
e have been ſent me, and haye preſented it, with your 
« letters, petition, &c. to * George Granville, for 
&* peruſal and conſideration: I told him your whole 
«* confidence was placed in his favour, and that you 
tc entirely ſubmitted it to his judgment whether to 

= proceed in it or not, whether in this preſent or 
* any future ſeſſions. He anſwered, that the Houſe 

* Jaboured already under ſo many difficulties to raiſe 
the monies already given, that a petition for money 
« could not be very. agreeabls: However, he pro- 

* miſed to conſult his frieꝶs on this affair, and pro- 

e feſſed his readyneſs on all ons to ſerve our 
« town, which, he ſaid, he in duty was obliged to do. 
« ] ſhall wait on him EET, 
4 ang am, with hearty reſpects, Sir. 

our moſt ohedient 2 | 
” a 56 Lewi : ey.“ | 
. Extract 
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| Extra of a 3 trom A Stuckey, © Mr 
cn Buck, merchant, i in Bideford. 
Middle Temple, May 3, 1714. | 
10 My laſt letter to Mr. Mayor, ſhowed how im- 
10 ptadticable i it would be, this ſeſſions, to ſeek. {os any 
« relief about your loſſes at Newfoundland, fo that a 
letter to Mr. Granvillgſto thank hin for the great, 
favours and civilities that he has already ſhowed the 
« town, by his endeavours for you. this preſent ſeſ- 
« ſions, and that your entire hopes and e 
« being on his intereſt. Vou are & c. ; 
In the manuſcript congzining the above extras, | 
there are a. great variety of remarks conceruiaz the 
diſcovery of Newfoundlang, its geography, the na- 
ture and importance of its t de, and other particulars, 
relative to the great ſubject which engaged the con- 
ſideration of che legiſlature, and formed the princi- 
pal intereſt of a very large and reſpectable body of 


merchants. But though nothing was omitted by + 


Mr. Stucley, and the merchants, whoſe cauſe he 
pleaded, yet it does not appear that due attention 

vas paid to their repeated endeavours. 
Through the whole of the wars in Queen Anne's 
reign, the merchants of Bidefqgd, as well as thoſe of 
Barnſtaple, ſuſtained ſuch ſhocks in their commer- 
cial concerns, as were never afterwards thoroughly 
repaired. - Beſides the negle& which the adminiſtra- 
tion paid to our colonial ſettlements, through the ri- 
diculous and 4 ambition of maintaining A 
K | fore 


F 
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formidable military figute on the European Con- 
tinent (where Marlborough did real injury to this 
country by every conqueſt he obtained,) our own 
. coaſts lay almoſt continually open to the depredations 
of the French privateets. Thoſe free · booters called 
Bideford or Barnſtaple Bay, emphatically the golden 
Bay, from the great number of valuable prizes which 
they captured in it. They kept the iſland of Lundy 
entirely in their poſſeſſion, by means of which, hard. 
ly any veſſels paſſing up and down the —— could 
eſcape their notice and ſeizure. = 
The principal part of foreign commerce that Bide 
ford was ever engaged in, was to Maryland and 
Virginia for tobacco. Some of its chief merchants 
530 very extenſive poſſeſſions in thoſe provinces, par. 
- ticularly the family of the Bucks, who were con- 
fiderable merchants, invatiably, from theit original 
ſettlement here early in the ee yea about 
the middle of the preſent. a 

For a little more than half a century, 0 from 
the year 1700, till about 1955, Bideford imported 
more tobacco thin any other port in England, except 
London; and, as I have been very eredidly inform- 
ed, in ſome years its imports of that article were ſu- 
E to thoſe of the port of London itſelf. ' 

In the year 1735, the number of mis Which en- 
* the port of Bideford, the cargoes of which were 
not to be re-exported, was thirteen ; the number of hog- 
| Theads diſcharged from them was 337, and the duty 
* at the Cuſtom · houſe for chem Bu m_—_ 158, 7d. 


In 


| 7% gid. 


6 


In the year 4736, the num her af ſhips 
tv amber nb 936, wth au {2h 9 


In the year, ed the 3 of ſhips ay fowene. 5 
teen; r hogſheads 2629, and the uy 

28,679 01 
: It — be obſerved, however, that che above were 
not the ,compleat, number of ſhips chat entered this 
port, laden with tobacco, in theſe years, Many full 
cargoes, were phrchaſed by foreign merchants, chiefly 
thoſe af France and Holland, and therefore theſe are 
not taken into the above accounts, as no duty was 
paid for them, or rden. A, drawback val. Alley 
upon them. 

Rut Bideford, in i Ferie e ee 
cial importance, was not confined to one branch of 
American trade, Its connections with New-England 
vere. alſo very conſiderable. Wich that part of 
America, I ſhould ſuppoſe, this place had a,very 
early conneQian, at leaſt about the beginning of the 
reign of Charles the firſt, as there is a town there till 
called Bideforg, no, doubt. from its founders being 
prineipally emigrants from this place; and the well- 
knowu puritaniſm of the e inhabitants confirms 


the opinion. 


In the year 1720, when he Magna Britannia was 
publiſhed, the compilers of that valuable work men- 
tion Bidefard, as being then. ** one of the beſt trading 
* towns in England, ſending every year great fleets 
*to Newfoundland and the Weſt-Indies (i, e. North- 
Ks America 
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America, "which Was formerly generally called the 
Weſt. Indies, including the continent and the ſands] 
and particularly to Virginia. It has almoſt drawn 
« away the trade of Barnſtaple to itſelf ; and though 
* the merchants here were great loſers by the late 
« wars, [thoſe in the reign of Queen Anne] yet they 
«« {till keep up a "thriving trade, and the cuſtoms 
amount to confilerable ſums yearly, for the ma. 
nagement of which, his Majeſty keeps here a Col. 
* ledctor, Comptroller,” Cuſtomer, Searchers, [four 
landing] Waiters, and dther inferior dfficers a 
I The Newfoundland trade gradually declined from 
the period I have already mentioned. A proof of 
this I find in a ſcarce ſermon, entitled, **: God's 
Works and Wonders in the Deep; and the Seafaring 
Man's Duty, preached in Bideford, on Thurſday 
March 17, 1719-20, by John Copleſtone, Miniſter 
in Chumleigh.“ | 8vo. "Exon, printed” 8 George 
Biſhop, '1720,” Jones a 
Ho much,” ſays the preacher; © ka the New. 
« foutdland trade fail'd of late years? Han't you 
« been almoſt able many times to ſay with Peter to 


our bleſſed Saviour, we hve toil d all Wight and lobe 


« taken nothing ?” How little fill have you catch'd 
« ſor ſome yoyages back, is not this rebuke of Pro- 
« yidence, a call to repentance and reformation ? O 
© try hat prayer and praife, and à good life will do! 
« Set whether you'll not be able to ſay the reverſe 


* _ > 0s N n N ſaid of old? 7# is vain to 
. MAS. £3541% vet . Lo * feree 


I 3 Brit, vol. 1. p. 489. 
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© ordinance, and that we have wall d mourmfully before 


( 6 ). 
« ſerve God : and what prof ö it, that we have kept his 


« the Lord of Hoſts? Tis likely to be peace, now as 


to a certain'nation ci. e. the French] with whom 


« you are concerned, but if God deny fiſh, -as he 
« has of late, what becomes of your voyage 

Though ſeveral attempts were made at different 
times, to revive the Newfoundland trade to ſome- 
thing like its former credit, yet they all diſappointed 
the adventurers. One attempt, which was made 


about twenty years ago, I cannot help more particu- 


larly noticing, as a caution to well-meaning and in- 
duſtrious perſons, not to be too eaſily made che dupes 
of ſpeculative chicanery, and confederated deceit. 
About the time juſt mentioned, ſome petty mer- 
chants of this place, profeſſed to have deviſed a 


ſcheme for re-eſtabliſhing the trade to Newfoundland, 


but rather, as the ſequel ſnewed, to make their own 
* of the en the n wo of 
; * Formerly when a trade of Bideford was ; flouriſhing, and the Diſſeot- 


ing intereſt greater than it is now, there was annually a ſermon preached ia 
the meeting-houſe, purpoſely to the marine. I have met but with one in 


_ priot, which is that from which the above quotation is made. To this ſer- 


mon, is prefixed a preface, by William Bartlet, then the ſlated teacher of 
the Diſſenters at Bideford. From this preface it appears, that the author of 
this ſermon was a relation of Mr. Bartlet, who ſays at the cloſe; that he 
bad ſometime bad; it in his thoughts, to make 2 colletion of theſe a fore» 
mentioned annual diſcourſes, and that if this met with a ſuitable entertain. 
ment and i improvement, and the good fruits of it appeared, it might he an 
encouragement td ſuch a publication. No ſuch colleQtion, however, ap- 
peared, and if the above diſcourſe was deſigned as a ſpecimen, IE 
had no great reaſoo to lament the want of i. 


(29) | 
8 the community. The method they took was to form 
themſelves into a company, and then to invite tradeſ. 
men and others to take ſhares in the concern, pro. 
portioned to the ſums f money they ſhould depoſit 
in the hands of the managers, or the value of the 
goods they ſhould put in, proper for exportation, — 
Many perſons were- perſuaded to engage in this un. 
dertaking, of which tbe inventors made the greate!t 
repteſentations of a certain ſucceſs. But when at the 
return al che ſhips, the duped adventurers expected 
o participate the advantages, of which they had 
been taught to entertain ſuch high expectations, the 
accounts of the managers witnefled almoſt a total loſs 
on the ſide of che concern; ſo chat not a, farthing 
as ever received, in return for their depoſits, by 
one of thoſe ho engaged in this {chewe, unleſs, per. 
laps, by the. original inventors of it. 

Since that time, nothing mare has been dune — 
io this line of foreign commerce, than an occaſional 
veſſel or two yearly, by ſingle merchants. | 

The trade to Maryland and Virginia ceaſed about 
the year 1760, and to every part of America about 
twelve or fourteen years after. 

During the late rebellion of the American United 
States againſt their parent country, thoſe ſhips. of 
| Bideford, which had been uſed to viſit thoſe coaſts 
for more uſeful and friendly purpoſes, then went thi- 
ther as vehicles of hoſtility, being for the moſt part 
engaged as tranſports, for "= me TE ol troops 
| and warlike: — 


At 
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At the preſent time; Bideford enjoys no foreign. 
commercial l . 2 not ry mm 


tioning:” 


"Something, Boers: Ee d ei WP redo 


Nn has taken place within theſe two or three 
A few occafional cargoes of timber, pine 
— and tar, having been imported from the * 
of Maſſachuſets and Novia Scotia. 
The number of veſſels belonging to the port of 
Bideford, is nearly one hundred, of which thirty are 


brigs, or what is called ſquare rigged, the remainder 


are floops. The burthen of the Targeſt veſſel is two 
hundred and fifty tons, of the ſmalleſt, twenty tons. 
The greateſt number of theſe veſſels trade from 
Wales, with coals and culm, to different ports on the 
fouth coaſt of Devonſhire, the others get eight from 
one port to another, as they can. 


A principal branch of coaſting trade is to Treland 


and Scotland, with oak bark, of which article very 
large quantities are annually exported from BideforQ. 
Its coſt here is, upon an avetage three pounds per 


ton, and the freight, and other incidental expences, 


thirty ſhillings per ton. At certain periods this arti- 


cle has ſold in Ireland for twelve pounds per ton, and 


1 believe it has very ſeldom fold at ſuch a rate, but 


that the exporters have gained by it conliderable | 


profits, 


The exportation of this article, at leaſt, in any great | 
W 1 is but of modern date; and 1 am very 


clearly 
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clearly convinced is attended with many bad effects to 
this country; and, in fact, threatens moie pernicious 
conſequences than are generally apprehended. M y 
ſentiments upon this ſubje&, with ſome others of an 
' incidental nature, have been already laid before ſome 
| perſonages of very high rank, and were attended to, 

at the time, with the moſt particular conſideration, 
but a proper attention to the exilting evil is even yet 
to be hoped for, and ought to be earneſtly endeavour- 
ed by every well-wiſher to this country, 
Before the exportation of bark was thought of, the 
_ Iriſh uſed to ſend very large quantities of raw hides 
into England, by which means, the price of leather 
was kept within moderate bounds, But now, when ſeve- 
ral extraordinary duties have been laid upon leather as 
it comes from the tanner's and currier's manufactories, 
and again upon various articles which it is applied to, 
the importation of raw hides from Ireland is almoſt, | 
il not totally deſtroyed by the exportation of bark. — | 
Added to this conſideration, it is to be obſerved, that 
the price of bark itſelf, to our own tanneis, is en- 
| creaſed, in conſequence of the quantities exported, at 
leaſt three times the Paige th that it ſold for fourteen, and 
even ten years ago. 
The demand for bark for n being, there- 
fore, very great and enereaſing, induces every perſon 
who has oak trees on his eſtate, to ſtrip them, the 
event of which, in a few years will be an alarming 
ſcarcity of timber. Very few trees now are ſuffered 


to continue any proper age, but are ſtripped as early 


tal 


as poſſible, - while the advanced price of bark conti. 
nues, and before any legal aalen en are adopted to 
ta to its rtation, | 
"I m— not derer to remark in this 1 
that the building of ſhips is cheaper here than in any 
other part of England. The principal. reaſon of this 
is, the great quantity of timber which is continyally 
cutting down in the-neighbourhood. 


This, with many other advantages, points, out this | | 


port as a very eligible ſituation for mercantile pur- 
poſes. There ſeems to me but little doubt that the 
Weſt-India trade would anſwer extremely well, if 
perſons of affluence and intereſt could be found to 
eſtabliſh, it here. Every article. generally neceſſary 
for exportation to our ſugar iſlands, may be obtained 


here, as cheap as in any other place in ee _ 


not indeed cheaper, 
Perhaps under this chapter it is _ unkuiable, | 
however diſagreeable it may be to ſome readers, to 

mention, that all along this part of the Devonſhire 
and the Corniſh. coaſt, the nefarious praftice. of 
ſmuggling is ſlill carried on to a very conſiderable 


extent, 


That this evil i is decreaſed very 3 of. late years 


is not to be queſtioned, but ſtill its exiſtence is off 
ſufficient. magnitude, as to demand powerful exer- 
tions on the part of the legiſlature for its ſuppreſſion. 

Since the commutation, tax took place, in 1284, 
there hag been * little tea {mugg/ed on theſe coaſts, 
L and. 
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and what i is ; occaſionally brought over by the ſmug. 
glers is of the ſuperior kinds. Brandy and Geneva 


are the principal articles of this traffic, for which, I 


believe, ſeldom any thing is taken in return but mo- 


ney. One mode, and that the beſt, of entirely de- 
ſtroying this baneful evil, is to lower the duties upon 
the liquors imported from our own colonies, as to 


| Induce people to quit the uſe of ſmuggled ſpirits from 


a principle of ceconomy. Another, but perhaps 
a more partial method to be adopted, is to keep a 
larger number of cruizers'employed at all times of 
the year, and particularly ſmall veſſels, which may 
be able to lie in, and keep free thoſe creeks and 
bays, where the veſſels: now w commonly uſed cannot 


| enter. 


In the Briſtol channel. the revenue cruizers are 


| very ſeldom ſeen ; and as to the frigates or ſloops of 


war which are occaſionally ſtationed at Milford Ha- 


. ven, they are generally i in harbour, and when they 


are out, can anſwer very little the purpoſe for which 


they are employed, from their being fotally i impro- 


per for the ſervice. 

As to internal commerce or manufaQures, the 
importance of Bideford is almoſt as little in this re- 
ſpeR as in the former. There are a few woollen ma- 
nufacturers here, whoſe principal productions are 


Ri flannels and ſerges. 


The potteries here, for making coarſe brown 


Is, are pretty conſiderable, and the demand 
a | for 


( Is 1 
for the articles of their manufacture i in various parts 


of the kingdom, 1s conſtantly great, The earthen | 


ware made here is generally ſuppoſed to be ſuperior. 
to any other of the kind, and this is accounted for, 
from the peculiar excellence of the gravel which this 
river affords, in binding the clay. That this is the 


true reaſon, ſeems clear, from the fact, that though 


the potteries at Barnſtaple make uſe of the ſame 
ſort of clay, yet their earthen-ware is not held in 
ſuch eſteem at Briſtol, &c. as that of Bideford, - _ 

The profits to. the manufacturers of this article. are 
very great, which is evidenced by ſeveral perſons 
having xjſen within a few years, from a ſtate of the 
greateſt obſcurity and poverty, to wealth and conſe- 
quence of no ſmall extent.” This will eaſily be cre- 


dited, when it is known, that the materials of which 
the ware is compoſed, coſt little or nothing, the la- 


bourer's wages never exceeding fix ſhillings per week, 
the other expences of the proceſs very trifling, a_ 
the expedition of making every article remarkably 


quick. 
I am apprehenſive that this chapter will not be 


very pleaſing to my readers in general. Some will 
think it too barren of information, others will con- 
demn it as being too informing in ſome particulars, 
and others will treat it as unintereſting, Let it, 
therefore, be.obſerved, that my enquiries after ma- 
terials for this part of my work, proved the moſt un- 
lucceſsful of any, and that what I have obtained, was 

| L2 chiefly 
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( 76 ) 
chiefly in converſation with perſons acquainted with 

mercantile affairs, at different times, and when they 
had no ſuſpicion what uſe I intended to make of the 
information which I gathered from them. After all, 
I muſt confeſs, that my enquiries, and this chapter 
which contains them, are far from giving me ſatis- 
faction, though I have endeavoured to make the beſt 
of what 1 could get. It ſhould alſo be obſerved by 
the reader, that my purſuits are very different in- 
deed, from trade and commerce; and this, it is to 
be hoped, will plead ſufficiently in my favour, even 
though his judgment ſhould incline him to paſs the 

© ſentence of diſapprobation againſt this chapter. 


1 CHAPTER 


„„ 


CHAPTER lu. | 


CHURCH and RECTORS. 


woiks of this nature, the Church generally e en. 
gages a principal place, and moſt conſiderable 
attention ; but however willing I might be to gratify 
the antiquarian's taſte by a minute deſcription of 
particulars, an enumeration of names, and a multipli- 
city of pertinent conjectures, all of them unintereſting 
to nine-tenths of my readers; yet, even if I were ſo 


inclined, I muſt be free to confeſs, that it lies not 


in my power to afford that pleaſure to the odd reader, 
which the others would find no reliſh for. 


The Church ſtands in the Deanry of Hartland, 


that is according to the old diviſion of Rural Dean- 
ries, but the Archdeaconry to which it 2 is 
that of Barnſtaple. 
Its age is at preſent unknown, nor are we ac- 
quainted what Saint had the honour of its tutelage.— 
I in- 
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ment of an organ, which, together with the organiſt; 


YR 6 58 15 
T incline to ſuppoſe that it was buile about the ſame 


time with the Bridge, 'which was in the fourteenth 
century. 


It is built of common "SEN ſuch as is „ 
in the neighbourhood, and of which alſo the Bridge 
is compoſed. The form of the Church was originally 
a proper croſs, but repeated alterations and additions, 


ſince the Reformation, have conſiderably changed 


its figure. It preſents but an indifferent appearance 


on the outſide, but within it is a neat, though by no 


means an elegant ſtrufture. A plain ſquare tower 


riſes to the height of about ſeventy feet from its weſt 
end, containing fix bells, which, as the church is 


ſituated very near the river, have a very, harmonious 
ſound. The treble bell has for its motto, Peace and 
good Neighbourhood ; and the tenor, I to the Church the 
lroing call, and to the Grave I fummon all. 

The Church has two aiſles, and three galleries, 
with two additional wings, which will contain a con- 


ſiderable number of perſons ;—there is alſo, what is 


peculiar to country churches in Devon and Corn- 


wall, which is called a north-aiſle, which was appro- 
priated to the purpoſe of a chapel or chantry, and, 


at the Reformation was divided into pews, generally 


: for the family of the Lord of the Manor, or for the 


benefit of; the miniſter, ___ 
About the year 1728, the church „ 
thorough repair, and received the additional orna- 


ſalary 
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falary of twenty pounds per annum, was the dons- 
tion of the corporation. 1 

In the year 1785, an additional wing was et to 
the north ſide of the Church, furniſhed with rifing 
pews beneath, and a large gallery over them. PE 
- But though the church is large enough to accom- 
modate at leaſt two thouſand perſons, yet, be it ſpo- 
ken to the honour of the inhabitants of this town, in 
an age when the very appearance of religious character 
is too generally contemned, there is ſeldom, if ever 
any reaſon to complain of the want of a large con- 
gregation every Lord's Day. Even the weekly prayer 
days, and the faſts and the feſtivals of our church, 
are certain of being properly reſpected here; and on 
ſuch occaſions, there is frequently a much larger con- 
gregation than in ſome churches is to be ſeen on a 
Sander! | 
In Litenticr which was made. September nad, 1680, 

when Mr. Michael Ogilby was rector, the account of 
the ornaments and goods belonging to the Church of 
Bideford, was as follows. 

Imprimis: Two fair filver Flagons ; One Silver | 
« Patten; Two Chalices filver with covers; One 


* Chalice is parcell [query partial] gilt, the other all 


=! gilt. 


* A large damaſk Table Cloth, and ons - damaſk 

« Napkin, 

| « A-new-Cedar Communion Table. In the Deſk - 
or Reading Pew, "Om Bible, new and gilded ; 


( Two 


(6% 


Two Communion Prayer Books. ons. of which is 


commonly bound and gilded. 
The Book of Homilys, that is, os: two. Tomes 


4 or Volumes bound together. 


Item: For the Communion Table, 5 
Prayer Books, neatly bound and gilded; a large Car- 
< pett of ſły- coloured plain Sattin, with a deep fringe 
« of gold and ſilk, with a large cuſhion of the ſame, 
< with four appendant rich Taſſells of gold, and alſo 
tc four ſuch Taſſells to the Communion Carpett. 
For the Pulpit, a Cufhion of the aforeſaid. Sattin, 
7 with four ſuch Taſſells as aforeſaid, and a Border 
« which hangs round the edge of the Pulpit, of the 
« ſaid Sattin, which is fringed with the e 

1 Carpett for the Communion Table. | 

One other Cuſhion of Purple Pluſh.· 

In the ſacrilegious and rebellious period of the 
middle of the laſt century, this Church ſuffered con- 
fiderable dilapidations, among which one was parti- 
cularly remarkable: The pious, or rather impious 
reformers threw the Baptiſmal Font out of the 
Church as a relique of the Whore of Babylon's abo- 


| minations, and one ſchiſmatic, to ſhew his zeal the 


more conſpicuouſly, appropriated it | proh- pudor /] 
to the purpoſe of a trough for his ſwine to feed out 
of; and if he had had his deſerts, he would have . 
one of their company. 


Many neceſſary improvements have been mb; in 


„the Church fince 1783, (when the preſent rector 


7 came 


came to the poſſeſſion. of the living ; and thoſe to the 
expenditure of more than two hundred pounds, ex- 
cluſive of common repairs. And when the money 


which the Feoffees of the Bridge, (agreeable. to the 


directions in the decree of the Court of Chancery 
concerning the appropriation of the rents iſſuing out of 


the Bridge and Town lands, a copy of which decree 
will be found under, the Chapter that treats f 
. the Bridge) ſhall have been repaid; which will be in a 


very ſhort time, as the .profits proceeding from the 
new ſeats erected are ſo conſiderable as to promiſe a 


ſpeedy diſcharge of the ſums borrowed, then many 
other improvements will be adopted. 


Among the improvements which have thus already | 


taken place, the erection of a neu Veſtry-room is to 


be reckoned as one of the beſt. The original veſtry | 


was the Record-room of the Town, and as ſuch it 
is ſtylec in ſome of the pariſh books and regiſters; 


unknown. 

On the ſcite of the old Veith ken "On new 
ſeats or pews have been erected; and the new Veſtry- 
room was built upon a ſpot of ground taken out of 
a convenient part of the Church- yard, and is much 
more neat and commodious than the former. N. 


There are on ſome of the walls and pew doors of 


the church, ſeveral armorial bearings of the Gran- 
ville's, many of theſe are quartered with other coats, 


but the greateſt number have the Granville arms 


M alone. 


but how it came to be given up to that uſe is now | 
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alone. The only ſepulchral monument which that 
family have in this Church, is on the South-ſide of 
the Chandel near the Altar. It is a free-ftone table, 
upon which lies extended, the ſtatue of a man in 
armour, with a dog, not as is cuſtomary at the feet, 
but, by his fide: over him is an arch with ſcreen 
work pretty high, the top of which is muriated. 

Round the arch is the following inſcription, 
Pit tatet Thomas Grauntvild miles patronus 
istius ectlesie obift xviui die mensis martfi anna 
domini moxitt culus anime propitietur amen. 
i. e. Here lieth Thomas Granville (or Grauntvild 
« As it is here ſpelt), Knight, patron of this Church, 
« who died the eighteenth day of the month of 
March, in the year of our Lord 1513. Fo hoe | 

c ſoul God have mercy, Amen.. 

Beneath this monument was the vault belonging to 
this noble family, in which was interred the Lady of 
| Sir Richard Granville, the. brave but unfortunate 
Admiral under Queen Elizabeth. The regiſter of 
this Lady's burial is as follows: *The Ladie Mary 
„ Grenvile, daughter unto the Right honourable Sir 
« John St. Leger, Knight, deceaſed, and wife to 
e that famous Warnour Sir Richard Grenvile, Knight, 
* alſo deceaſed, beinge in his life time the Spaniord's 
d terrour; She was buried in the Grenvile's Iſle in 
e the Church of Bediford, the fifthe daie of Novem- 
* bens Anno. Domini 1623,” 
There 
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There are but few ſepulchral monuments in 
this Church, beſides the one juſt mentioned, and 
fewer ſtill that deſerve any particular notice. That 
in commemoration of John Strange, Eſq- of whom 
ſome notice has been already taken, is indeed remark. 
able, on account of the ſubject, of whom a particu- 
lar account will be given in another place, the epi- 
taph which is curious, and the workmanſhip which 


is neat. \ In an oval niche in the centre of the mo, 
nument, the buſt:of Mr. Strange is placed nearly as 


large and coloured as the life, round this are ſome 


| ſuitable ornaments, and immediately under in a ſmall 
tablet, the following inſcription, engraved in final N 


gold letters. 
« Sacred to the Memory 


« of Mr. John Strange, ſometime Merchant of this 


« Towne, who, for {ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, affabi- 


« litie in diſcourſe, Courteouſneſs in carriage, Up- 


« rightneſs in Commerce, Fidelitie in Magiſtracy, 

* Largeneſs of Heart, and Liberality of Hand to 
the needy, Bountifullneſs in Hoſpitality, Humi- 
« lity in the flow, Equability in the ebb of outward 
e things, and 3 Loue to God, his Goſpell 
and Saints, hauing liu'd beloued, and deſeruedly 


© honour'd, after the Pilgrimage of fiftie ſix years 
ended, dyed, deſir d, and not without cauſe, much 


« lamented, Auguſt* Ae. Dom. 1646, in his fourth 
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* He is entered in the Pariſh Regiſter as having been buried July goth, 
1646. | : | | 
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L and fatal Maiotaltie whoſe better part retuniin 

© whence'it came, he left unto the World the pretious 
* odour of a good name, and the choyce example of 
« a ſweet conuerſation, togeather with his earthly 
« Tabernacle put off and heerby interred, till being 
« refined and raiſed a glorious ' Body the more glo- 
K rious Soul returne to take poſſeſſion of it, and 
both be rapt up to enjoy that Bliſs that knows 

s neither tearm nor tedium.”” 
Tradition relates that this monument was erected 
by a Captain of a ſhip, who having been ſhipwrecked 
on this coaſt, and largely relieved by Mr. Strange, 
afterwards coming to this town again, and finding his 
benefactor dead, he gratefully erected this monument 
to his memory. That this ſtory hath, at leaſt, pro- 
bability to ſupport it, appears from the day of Mr. 
Strange's death not being mentioned, and the month 
in which his deceafe happened, being ſaid to be Auguſt 
inſtead of July ; both which ſerve to prove that the 
monument was put up a conſiderable time after his 
death. | 
It is to be lamented that the opening a'new wing 

to the Church in 1785, neceſſitated. the removal of 
this monument, and that it was then injudiciouſly placed 
at ſuch a height as to render its beauty, and parti- 
cularly its inſcription, indiſcernible from beneath. 

A little to the left of the former ſcite of this mo- 
nument ſtands a ſmall black — tablet, with this 
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700 Necre the foote of this Piller doeth "ICY 
. « A Mother deare, and her foure Children . 


« Katherine the wife of John Strange of this - 


| tone Marchant was Buried the 24th day of Jun. 
1639. Edith their daughter was buried the 1 Sth 
« day of Auguſt A“. Dom. 1622. 77 
John their e Buried the 14th —_ of March 
« Ao, Dom, 1628. 
= John their Sonn: Buried the 13th Day of April 
« A. D. 1633. 


« Philip-their Sonn: Buried the a8th Day of No- 
vember 1635. 


* Sn for the dead could life reſtore, 
Then Parents for their Children might deplore. 
« But Grief and Sorrow can no comfort give; 

« As they are now ſo all muſt be that live.“ 


In the wing on the South-ſide of the Church 
which is appropriated to the uſe of the Corporation, 


and is commonly called their aifle ; there are two mo- 


numents, one is a plain black marble Tablet, having 


on the top a coat of arms ſculptured, but now almoſt 
effaced, and under that the names of fix perſons bu- 
ried juſt beneath, the firſt perſon mentioned is 

Mr. Thomas Wadland the elder, of this Towne, 
* Alderman, who hath been ſix times Maior, dyed 
the 10th of Auguſt 1668.“ The reſt are his, 


ſon John, three daughters, and his * * 20 


Wadland. 
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This family appears to have been antient and re- 


. ee neee, but is 


- now extindt. 
| Ser acme much more . 


the above; having the arms raiſed at the top of it, 


and ſupported by two angels, well enough executed. 
A ſquare tablet of black marble, ſupparted by two 


pillars of white marble veined with red, has the fol. 


lowing inſcription. 
«In memory of ie Han: merchant and 


. Alderman of this town, who departed this Life the 


« laſt day of December 1681. And in memory of 


* his two wives, Mrs. Dorothy, daughter of John 


« Berry, Eſq. who departed this life the gd day of 
November 1668, and Mrs: Sarah, daughter of Ro- 


* bert Dennis, merchant and Alderman, who de- 
* parted this life the 6th of April, 1682. 


FTheſe lie interred near this Ile.” _ 
This family was in the laſt century one of the moſt 
conſiderable in this place, and this Abraham Heiman, 
In particular was Mayor of Bideford leveral times. 


It is now totally extinct. 


On the north wall of the Chen i is a {mall neat 
monument to the memory of Andrew Hopkins, mer- 
chant, of Bideford, ho died October 21ſt 1690,— 
Sarah his wife who died October 12th 1670, and two 


ſons and a daughter, but the dates of their deceaſe 


are obliterated. / 
A long flat ſtone on the pavement of the Chancel, 


doſe to the ſteps of the _— has the ng in- 


{cri tion: | 
4 1 If 


69% 
« membrance after death, let not the Inhabitant of 
« this tenement be forgot. In every character of 
© life none excel'd, as Wife, Mother, and Friend; 
| « whilſt living fincerely beloved, now dead regretted ; 
« A chearfull reſignation to her Creator, and the 
« RefleRion of a well-ſpent life, under a tedious and 
« lingering illneſs ſupported her, and ſweet' ned the 
« the bitter draught of Death, and made her paſſage 
« eafie to a bleſſed Eternity. Elizabeth the Wife of 
« Thomas Burgoyne, of Bideford, Gent. She dyed 
« the 16th Day of October, 1733, aged 63 years.” 
In an angle formed by the eaſt and north walls of 
the Church, there is a neat ſquare monument of white 
| marble with a gilt border, and the arms of the de- 
ceaſed raifed at the top. The inſeription is as follows; 
« George Buck, Eſq. lies interred near this place. 
« He marryed Sarah, the daughter of Lewis Stucley, 


b « of Afton, Efq. by whom he had four ſons, two of 
0 « which, Hartwell and John ſurvived him. He was 
- « a conſiderable Merchant, and was ſeven times Mayor 

« of this Town, and for twenty-fix years was Juſtice of 
t « the Peace of this County, which offices he diſcharged 
bo « with honour and integtity. He died the d Novem- 
— « ber,” 1743, aged 71.— Sarah his wife, died the 4th 
0 « February, 1742, aged 66. Her, mother Suſanna 
e © Stucley, to whom ſhe was executrix, gave a legacy 


« of £ 200 for founding the Grammar School in Bide- 
l, 8 * ford, mods was PR accordingly, N 
1- Is __ © fJohn 


* 


L 8s 


* Jobn Buck, Eſq. the youngeſt of his ſaid ſons, was 


A great merchant of this Town, and three times 
Mayor thereof, and died Member of Parliament for 
% Taunton, the gd of April, 745; aged 41, and lies 


„ * ;nterred. here: This honour he was invited to by the 


« principal gentlemen of Somerſet; and he behaved 


in Parliament with Fidelity to his King and Coun- 


e try. His firſt wife Judith, the only child of Wil. 


* liam Pawley, merchant of this Town, died the 5th 


. « of October, 1739, aged 28, and lies interred near 


« and William. His ſecond wife was Grace; the only 


* child of Roger Melhuiſh, Eſq. by his firſt wife.” 


In the Church-yard, there is but one Grave Stone 


worthy of particular notice, as commemorative of any 
remarkable perſon or circumſtance, and that is on the 
welt wall, with the following inſcription; | | 


IN MEMORY OF: HENRY: JOHN 
AND CHRISTOPHER RAVENING. 
WWE ARE CHILDREIN OF | 

HENRY RAVENING- Or THIS 

- TOWNE sVRCIONE. VE 24 IVNE 1640. 
+... TO WHOME. COD LEN DS 

\ FAIRE WINGES- TO-FLEY:\OVR 


IT RVST NEADS THEN IN GOD 


MVST BEE. OVR AGE WẽãAS 
 YEONGE OVR YEARS BVT 
TEDER.: WE WARE THREE 
RAVENS YT: NONE VNDER. © 
 EXETT 


* — — 4 _ ae. 
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EXETT MORBIS DEI. 
NorE. GEORGE FORGITT 
| 00: DIED 1646. NOTE IN 
IHE DESEAS DIED HEE. - 


It is obſervable that not one of theſe RP is 
entered in the Pariſh Regiſter of Burials for that 
year; and it is therefore probable that many others 
were omitted in the fame manner; of courſe the real 


number of perſons who died in the plague, was much 7 


greater than the regiſtered account. Ny 
Though the Church-yard is very large, yet it being 
found not ſufficiently ſo for the then populous fituation 
of the pariſh, a new burying ground in the higheſt part 
of the town was purchaſed, encloſed, and conſecrated 
in the year 1742. | 
There was. formerly a to the Church of 
Bideford, what was called the Church-houſe, ſtanding 
within the boundaries of the Church-yard walls.— — 


The title of this houſe, with the following particulars, 


I found in the Pariſh Regiſter, dated 1623, 
« Cranbury and Johan his wife,'and Alice Webber, 
« ſiſter of the ſaid Johan, by their writings of the 
* 2d Henry 8, give all that their houſe, or tenement, 
* and garden thereunto adjoining, with the appurte- 
% nances fituate, &c. unto Thomas Grenvyle Knight, 
« Tohn de Devonſhire, William Shurt, William Clot- 
* worthie, Roger Will, William Dogg, and Richard 
* Cobleache their heirs and aſſigns for ever; To be 
N. holden 


L 


. 9 J 


. 1 of the Lords of the fee of the i by 


es the rents and ſervices firſt dew, and of tight accuſ. 
te tomed, reſerving eight - pence yearly to be paid out 
. * of it to the donors and their heits ; not naming in 
e the ſaid deed for what uſe or intenk. Poſſeſſion and 
« Seiſon by Attornement was performed according to 
te the faid Deed; not to the uſe of the donors, and 
_ « their heirs as in fee, but in truſt to the uſe of the 
« Church. It appears thus firſt:, there are perſons 
« yet living that have ſeen a ſecond writing, that 
* Jeades [into] the uſe of the former writing, namelie, 
for the uſe. of a Church-houſe in thoſe daies uſed, 
and there are divers now living that have ſeen it fo 
«uſed and enjoyed. Secondly ; the eight-pence 
« reſerved in the writing of the gd Henry 8, was at 
« firſt above twenty years together paied by the 
Church Wardens, and accompted for in their yearly 
2 « accompts, and not by the donors therein expreſſed. 
Thirdly: In the 10th of Henry 8, there was a 


© rentall made in the Lord's Court of the Burrow and 


t Mannor of Bideford, of every particular parcell of 
„Land within the ſaid Burrow, whoſe they were, how 
many Burgeſſes they contained, and what rents and 
« ſervices were then dew to the Lord there, (amongſt 
other things) the Church · houſe i is thus expreſſed: 


df 


A. Mp ATE Sa. A. IA + 


( per predicit feoffat Eedleſie 


[ 94 ] 5 
8 « ALL HALLIN STREETE. - 
« Fealfat Eccleſic de Begiford tenant ibm tria 
« Burgagia nuper de AL ; 
« heredis Johannis Huxham and 0 
« Tohannis Abraham unum domum 
«yo le Church- Houſe de Novo , 


« pregicit edificat ad opus Eccleſie 
« predicit et reddit per Annum 
« ſolvend. ut ſupra pro omnibus | 
« Allis ſerviciis ſecular et demand. 
40 Johan Cranbury and Alice Webber, were heirs 


«to Abraham and Huxham, and here it is manifeſt 


they [the three Burgagis] were feoffees of the 


Church, and built for the uſe of the Church; yea, 
« Copleache, one of the donees in his accompt of 
« 27th Henry 8, accompts for the repairs thereof by 
« the ſame name. 

« Fourthlie: Thefour men, Viz, Richard Cobleach, 


one of the donees in the writing of 3d Henry 8, 
Rich. Pryne, Chriſtopher Adington, and Jeofferis 
* Burgin, made their accompt to the pariſh, the 27th 
„Henry 8, for the repaire of the ſaid Houſe, by the 


„name of the Church-houſe, being formerly diſ- 


* burſed by the Church Wardens then being, and 
« with them accompted for. And divers other ac- 


compts of the four men, do accompt for it by no 
% other name, but the name of the Church-houſe. 
% Fifthlie : The Church-Wardens have ever had 


all now of late, the rents and profits of the ſaid 


N 2 . Church- 


25 4 
Fo. © Church-houſe, ag mae appeete by feveral accompts, | 
George Howard and Roger Saltern, Church. 
. « Wardens, A? 1574. John Short and Thomas 
„Will, Church Wardens, . A? 1575. John Moore 
« and Thomas Chinge, Church Wardens, A? + 576. 
Richard Povſe and John Mowne, Church War- 
« dens, 'A? 1579. Accompt for the fame, and ſoe 
doe divers other Church Wardens in their accompts 
yea, ſome of thoſe have ſealed Dunning's leaſe 
« have heretofore. held part of the ſaid Church- 
«© houſe, and paid their rent till, A? 1610, unto the 
„Church Wardens, &c. &c. &c. &c.“ 
In many places theſe Church - houſes were called, 
and ſtill retain the name of Bead-houſes; and no doubt 
they were erected for the benefit of poor religious 
| perſons who were to lead a devout life, to attend re- 
gularly the ſervice of the Church, particularly that 
of the Chantry, and to offer up who 25a prayers for 
the ſouls of the founders. OF; 
At the reformation, theſe pious edifices, not being 
conſidered in the number of religious houſes'ftrifly 
ſo called, were either appropriated to the ſervice of 
_ the miniſters of their pi or E or retained 
as alms-houſes. 125 
| © Tt ſhould ſeem chat the SY was the caſe with 
the Church-houſe, the ſubject of the preſent conſi- 
deration, for a long time, but afterwards it was ap- 
plied to the latter purpoſe, and it ſo continned till a 
"uy ew years inder when the preſent” lord of the 
| manor 


„ 


1 


A 


E 


manor, vy what right is not generally underſtood, : ; 


cauſed the principal materials to be removed for the 


repair of a mill belonging to him, and then leaſed 
out the premiſes. to a houſe carpenter. 


There are perſons now living who reſided in this 
houſe free of rent, and obtained the grant of that 
privilege from the _church-wardens and overſcers. of 
the poor for the time being. 

How the pariſh ſuffered this houſe to 7 taken 


away in this manner, without any enquiry, I cannot 
account for; but I am in hopes that an Enquiry into 


this affair, will even yet be inſlituted, and from the 
well-known liberality of the principal perſon con- 
cerned,” no doubt can be entertained but that-if the 


right of the pariſh to this houſe is made to appear, 


rn will immediately take place“. 
The parſonage-houſe ſtands by itſelf in a very 
pleaſant ſituation in the higheſt part of thetown, and 


commands' an extenſive and good proſpect 


The houſe; when the late rector came to the living, 
vali much out of repair, was then almoſt: entirely 


re-built, and * ima neat cel en ; 


wd Great 
ee of my ing upon th above Hou as the Churchchoule, 
is decauſe I could not, aſter the ſlricteſi enquiry, find any other ſpot that 


ſo well / agrees with the deſcription given of it in the original grant. Whe- 
ther, however, this be the original Church-houſe or not, it is indubitable 


| thatit was, before the preſent application of it, an Almſhouſe ; and there. 


fore belongs to the Pariſh. 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth wato the Lord; and that which he 
bath given, will be pay him again, ſays the inſpired King of Iſrael, Prov. 
19, * . 
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| Great improvements have been made by the preſent 
| rector upon the houſe and the ground round it. | 
In the terrier already quoted, are the ome 


| particulars reſpetting the houſe and glebe. 


+ * The parſonage-houſe is built of ſtone, not . 
* or free- ſtone, but ſmall ſtones digged out of the 
neighbouring quarries belonging to the parſon. 
« age, ] It hath a little Orchard about half a quar- 
* ter of an acre, {now a lawn. ] TIT TO. of 
« about a quarter of an acre. | 

Of the Glebe. 


0" infos field adjoining to the Parſonage-houſe | 


contains beiween thirteen and fourteen Acres. 
A little meadow at the weſtern end of the ſaid 
„field, of near one acre, called Lower Meadow. 

The parſonage field is bounded on the eaſt by 


he parſonage ; and on all the other ſides by the 


0 right hon. the Earl of Bath's lands, and a little of 


the high-way. The Little Meadow is bounded on 
the E. fide by the parſonage n and the other 


<< Hides as the former. | 
i « The Bean Cloſe a quarter — 20 acre: 'wahe 6- 


«jt is bounded by the high-way, to the W. by the | 


« {aid Carte land; © on- aifthe other fades by the er. 


«© ſoma 


«A lle Cloſe called Orchard Cloſe, being 
© three quarters of an acre, bounded on the W. by 


the ſaid parſonage field, on the N. by E. by the 


« ſaid Earl's land, and the town; on the S, by the 
e Parcells 


+ AX n nm 8 „ ay CR” 
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1 Parcells of the Glebe Land Bideſord : * ; 


« called as followeth, 

1 Weftern Catt's- hole, 2 acres and three quarters 

« paſture, bounded by the highways. 

Middle Catts-hole, 7 acres paſture, bounded 

* by the high-ways and the ſaid Earl of Bath's land. 
« Faſtern Catt's-hole with Cleve, and all bounded 

« by the high-ways and the E. of Bath's land. 

„ Twimmaways, $ acres and Tha, bounded by 

« the high-ways. _ 


% SanQuary, containing eleven; acres, bounded by 


« the, high-ways on all ſides except one, which is 
10 bounded by the ſaid Earl's land, 


« Chapple Hays containing three acres, bounded 
« by the ſaid Earl's lands and the high- ways. 


In all there are neere 48 acres of Glebe Land, 
e worth per annum, in the juſt and utmoſt value 


1 - 


At the preſent time, however, the value of the. 


Glebe is at leaſt double that ſum. 


The two laſt fields mentioned in the above account 


deſerve ſome particular notice. 
It is, I believe, generally ſuppoſed that thoſe fields 


which go by this name, were formerly Sanctuaries or 


places appended to the Church, as inviolable retreats 


for perſons who had been ſo unfortunate as to commit 


offences, deſerving capital puniſhment. But on the 
contrary, I cannot find by the canons or ſtatutes, re- 
ſpecting the right of Sanctuary, thatany other places were 
ever endowed vith it except the Church, Cemetary, 

and 
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and the dwelling-houſe of the Prieſt, provided that 
houſe ſtood upon Church ground.“ Now the field 


called the Sanctuary, belonging to the Church of Bide. 


ford, lies on the oppoſite ſide of the river to the 


Church, and at the diſtance from it of three miles, 


this, therefore, with the ſize of it, is ſufficient to 


diſprove the notion that it was ever a real Sanctuary, 


or place of refuge for criminals. 


There is no doubt on my mind that che word Sen. 
try, by which it is commonly known, inſtead of be. 
ing a corruption of Sanctuary, is a corruption of Chan- 
try, and that this field was given by the founder of a 


 Chantry belonging to the church of Bideford to ſup. 


2 ee to " year, 1680: 


port the ſervice proper to Chantries. 
The other field, which is near the former, and is 


called Chapel- Hays, I take to be a corruption of Cha- 


el of Eaſe, and in favour of this opinion I have 
heard that there were, ſome years ago, the veſtiges 
of a building to be ſeen in it. It is probable that a 
Chapel, or rather a Chantry ſtood here antecedent to 
the erection of the Bridge, for the uſe of thoſe of the 
pariſhioners who lived at an inconvenient Giffance 
from the pariſh Church, 

The valuation of the Rectory of Bideford, at the 


time when the terrier already quoted was made, was | 


as follows. 


'« The value of the tythes of the ſaid * 


0 The 


* Vide the Eeclefialical Laws commonly miributed to King Edward th, 
Confeſſor, A. D. 1054. F 6, | 


Coy 


« The Tythes 1 fay great and, fmall ; 0 
ano at harveſt, and for Juſts of Paſture Grounds, 
| « for which they uſe to pay in the cloſe of the year, 
« doth amount to by my exact and juſt computation, - 
| to an hundred fifty and five pounds and no more, 
| Vet am I careful to do the utmoſt, that the Laity 
« ſhould not get away the Church's revenue by too 

« eaſy compoſitions. But ſuch is the general corrup- 

tion in the payment of Tythes, that it comes to no 
„e more; which makes in all, the Parſonage in value 
e glebe and tythes and all, and Eaſter oblations, which 
amount to uſually 6 or 7 pounds) two hundred and 
'* two pounds. — This I can make good, and demon- 
* ſtrate it: and therefore whereas I have heard it to 
he noted by ſeveral to be worth twelve ſcore pounds 

per annum de claro (and is ſo noted in our Reverend 
* Dioceſan's books) I humbly entieat it may be cor- 
« reted.; for certainly if the compolitions for the 
* tythes were never ſo hardly or exactly made on the 
4 Miniſter's part, ſo that he might receive the utmoſt 
* that it can be ſqjd for, yet will they all together, 


L 4 


make the Parſonage in value, one year with ano- 
ther, not to be above two hundred and ten pounds. 
* It will not afford any thing over towards his repa- 
* rations, ſubſidies, taxes, or pariſh rates for poor, 

* which are high, or other rates made by the pariſh. 
« Thus of it, when a Miniſter keeps it all in his 
” bands, and makes his ſeveral compoſitions with his 
0 e 


« with-the rents of the Glebe and Eaſter oblations, 
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_ «pariſhioners, and that too with his beſt {kill (him- 
« ſelf;;) but if he were to let it to farm, then Tythe, 
« and Glebe, Houſes and Oblations, and all will not 
« yield above eight ſcore, or eight ſcore and ten 
* pounds. I enlarge npon this, which I ſhall be ac. 
© countable to my Revd. Dioceſan of the truth of 
I « becauſe a larger value than the true one being ſet, 
& and kept up in the opinion of people concerning a 
_ « Parſonage, is many times prejudicial to a Miniſter, 
„The people will indeed here commonly ſay, that 
te the Parſonage of Bideford is worth goof .per annum. 
« The reaſon it had once, (juſt before the warn) 
ce ſuch an eſttmation was this ; there were Culm pits 
e in the Parſonage grounds, which being many years 
e opened, did yield comunibus Annrs (as was thought) 
te to the Incumbent an 100. yearly, and that clear- 
« ]y, or rather more; which being added to the 
value of the Tythes, might make it ſo much: which, 
« Culm pits are many years fince exhauſted, and nov 
« fallen in and overflowed by water, and that emolu- 
© ment quite cut off ;* yet will the people continue 
the aforeſaid eſtimation and value, partly out of 
ce ignorance, but more out of intereſt ; becauſe they 
| «thereby have a pretence when taxes are by A of 
Parliament to be paid, to caſe themſelves and ** 
* The Culm pit was again opened in the year 1784, but the attempt no 
' anſwering the expettation, it was cloſed again in a few months. What it 
produced would not burn without the aſſiſtance of ſome other fuel; and # 


Coal and Culm are ſo eaſily and cheaply obtained from Wales, no ſufficient 
encouragement appeared for the continuance of the work. 


4 


« the Miniſter, and ſo in their pariſh rates, ae 


« rates, &c. 


The value of land, here and] in the trot | 


being greatly encreaſed of late years, that of the living 
is encreaſed in proportion, ſo that it is worth now at 
leaſt goof. per annum. 

' The preſent mode of the payment of tythes, is ks 
that very eaſy and moſt eligible one of compoſition, 
and the rate js, what it hath been many years, two 
ſhillings in the pound. 

The following paper containing the ancient cuſtoms 
of the pariſh in reſpect of Tythes, and the Miniſter's 
fees, is ſufficiently curious to deſerve a place here. 

« The ancient cuſtoms, order and manner of the 
« payment of tythes, as hath been paid within the pa- 
« riſh of Bideford and Borrough thereof, within the 
memory of thoſe whoſe names are hereunder writ- 
ten, being thereunto called in the Church of Bide- 


* ford, before William Eaſt the parſon there, and 
Thomas Leigh, Eſq. the two-and-twentieth day of 


December, in the fortieth year of the reign of our 
« Soveraigne Ladie Elizabeth, Anno Domini 1597. 

« 1ſt. Imprimis: The order and cuſtom of the 
« Tything of Corne within their memorie was that 
« yearly att harveſt they did ſett up all their Corne 
«in ſtitches and thoſe that did not buy their Corne 
* did yield unto the parſon or farmer [of the Tythes] 
* out of every ſtitch one ſheave, or elſe the tenth 


A ſtitch, as the owner and farmer could agree and not 


a otherwile. 


* 


0 2 


* 2d. | 


* 


(100 * 


IM « 9d Item ' The Mannour of Bideford never paid 
any Tything of Hay, but every man having lands 


and tenements, did pay yearly according to the va. 


* lue or bigneſs of the ſame, which was to every man 
« a ſeverall payment, and was accounted for att Eaſter 
* amongſt the reſt of their privy Tythes. 

« od. Item: The pariſhioners did always pay att 

« Eaſter, as parcell of their Eaſter duties or offerings, 
« for every. man and his wife four-pence, for every 
« communieant being at the firſt time one half-penny 
« for-every other communicant two-pence ; for every 
« arbour or garden the tythe was a penny; for every 
co giving milk, not being a vewer cow“ a penny; 
« for every vewer cow one half-penny ; for eyery calf 
* ſold a penny per ſhilling ; for every calf reared one 
| © half-penny; for every milch ewe a farthing ; for 
* every horſe colt two-pence, andfor every mare colt a 
« penny ; which was uſually reconed for at Eaſter. 

« 4th Item: Pariſhioners that do hold ground att 
ce juſtment Rent did pay a penny of wy ſhilling, or 
A MET. 
th Item; Tything apples and pears had been 

« paid by the confcience, or as they OWLS: * in 
* conſcience, and not otherwiſe. 

« 6th Item: For Beanes and Peaſe being eaten 

" ren, there hath been no tything paid, but being 


cutt 
* A e Cow in the Devonſhire Farmer's DialeQ, is a Cow kept for 
_ milking after having Calf, and not put to the Bull again. 
| Soit is in the original 1. 8. W Lam at a loſs to 
conceive, 8 


(+ 10 „ 


a cutt and brought i into ſheaves and debe they have 
paid the tenth. - 


« ath Item: Tyte 88 have been paid by 
« the conſcience of the pariſhioners. 


« gth Item: The Burrough of Bideford 10 h 


. paid Tything Hay from time to time, if they could 


« not otherwiſe agree with the parſon or farmer. . 
« Sth Item: The Burrough of Bideford, uppon the 
« death of any of the — never Paid any 
*« mortuaries.“ ö 
« j0ch Item: For all other tythes the Borrough 
© doth pay in like manner as the Manor before doth, 
« Richd. Burgen Anthony Honye 
b William Davie - edn John Martin ; 
| | % Thomas 


* A Mortuary was a legacy bequeathed by a pariſhiorer to bis 
and by the Conſtitutions of Gray, Abp. of York, A. D. 1250, it appears 
that theſe Mortuaries were voluntary bequeſis. They afterwards grew inio 
cuſtom, and were conſidered as indiſpenſible afts of reſlitutzon to the church, 
for any injuſtice committed againſt it by the pariſhioner, as the withholding | 
his Tythes, Fees, Kc. the following Account of them, after they were 
ſanQioned by law, is taken from the learned Mr. Johnſon's s Clergyman's 


| Vade-Mecum, Vol. 1- p. 255, © The ſecond beſt animal was of old, paid 


( upon the death of any perſon, to the Incumbent, in ſatisſastion for all 
« tythes, deſignedly or undeſignedly ſubſtracted by the deceaſed during his 
4 life-time ; But now by Stat. 21. H. 8. c. 6. No man ſhall pay a Mor- 
« tuary, except he dy d polſeſſed of goods to the value of Ten Marks, If he 
% have ten Marks, but under gol. he ſhall pay but gs, 64. : if above gol. 
and under 4ol. then 6s. 8d.; if above 4ol. then be ſhall pay 20s. ; but 
no where more than hath been accuſtomed.' 

« If the parſon ſues for tythes, from which the land or perſon be ſues - 
are diſcharged by law, yet ao aftion of the caſe lies againſt the parſon ſor 
bringing ſuch Suit, if the Suit be commenced in a proper n and in 
« due 1 of law, Wall, e. 47, P. 400,” ö 


„ Thomas Shot © * Chriſtophr. Suzan 


John Lake « John Arnold 
. « Philip Pincombe « Walter Parſon 
« William Parſon _ © John Reeve 
% William Pyne « William Eare 

« Chriftophr. Stribling John Andrew 
John Suzan « John Shurt 


% Aldred: Stockombe % William Chaldon 
*« John Davie, with many others that were there 


ce preſent. * 


„ 21th Item: It is now further mutually agreed, 
« confirmed, and concluded upon by Michael Ogilby, 


% Reftor of Bideford, Richard Giles, Mayor, Thomas 


« Giſt, Juſtice, and other the pariſhioners and inha- 


, bitants of Bideford aforeſaid, -whoſe names are ſub- 
_ -« ſcribed, upon the ninth day of July Anno Domini 
One Thouſand Six Hundred Eighty Three, that all 


« the aforeſaid orders and cuſtoms ſhall be continued 


and obſerved in reſpe& of the ſaid Borough and 
Mannor and all the pariſhioners. 


« 1 2th Item: It is farther agreed by Mr. Michael 
* Ogilby, Rector, aforeſaid, with the pariſhioners of 


e the town and pariſh of Bideford aforeſaid, that for 


« the baptizing of children nothing ſhall be paid, and 
* att the churching of women only five-pence ſhall be 
1 paid. gt 

« 13th Item: That every perſon who comes to be 


.* men {hall be wholly at their own ade to give 


N * what 
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« what they pleaſe, and ſhall not be impoſed on direQ- 
« ]y or indirectly to any 'particular Summ. / 
„ 14th Item: That for Burialls nothing ſhall be 
« paid unleſs any pariſhioner will of his own free will 
« gratifie the Miniſter for his attendance. 
„ Michael Ogilby, Rector. 


„R. Giles « Richd. Score 

« Tohn Davie «© Richd. Cockhill 
„ Wm. Tetherly « Geo. Vicary 
Thomas Giſt John Gearing 
john Davy © 'Abrm. Gearing 


«John Darracott © © John Marks 

« Thos. Gearing « John Lovering.“ | 
It is obſervable that the hamlet of Bulworthy, vul- 
garly called Bullery, in the neighbouring pariſh of 
Alverdifcot vulgarly Alſcot, pays tythes to the Rec- 


tor of Bideford. This is noticed in Mr. Riſdon's 


M. S. Survey, who ſays, Bulworthie is annext 
«unto Wear Tything, and belongeth unto the Hun- 
| © dred of Shebbear, although interlaced with other 
© lands in Fremington Hundred. It was the lands 
« of Reginald de Bulworthie in the Reign of King 
« Henry 3. This Tything . to the aon 
by « of Bideford. oo 
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The * Rector of Bideford of whom 1 Und either 
name or account, antecedent to the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, is Richard de Gornard, or Gurney, to 


whoſe zealous piety, (as will be ſhewn hereafter) the 
erection of the Bridge was in a great meaſure owing. 


In the year 1597, William Eaſt, clerk, was Rector 
of Bideford, and from the aforegoing copy of the Re- 


gt gulations, Ec. reſpecting the payment of Tythes, it 
is probable that he came to the living in . or the 


preceding year. 


He was buried i in the Church of Bideford, . 


ber 46, 1626, and was ſucceeded by Philip 1zaack, 
M. A. who vas burried in Wan 5 May 25th 


164g. 
Arthur Gifford, or Giffard, B. D. Pa Mr. 


ee upon the * of Sir . or * 


Jokn Granville. 

He was deſcended FE a very ancient and We 
able family, which had been long ſettled at Brightley, 
« a very pleaſant fertile ſeat,” ſays Mr, Prince, © well 


e furniſhed with all conveniencies, both for profit 
« and delight, near the river Taw, in- the Pariſh of 
« Chittlehampton, commonly called Chittington, 
about eight miles to the ſouth of Barnſtaple.” 
Being a younger ſon he was deſigned for the church, 
and after receiving a grammatical education, I believe 
l f 1 5 | | at 


Eats 


4 he was ſent to Qxford, and entered at . 


Exeter College, of which Society he was at length 
eledted Fellow, nnn 
twenty: years. 


ane this living the as. wh 


tron of which was his relation by his mother's fide. 


About the year 1648, ſays Mr. Prince, and. after him FB 
Dr, Walker,“ (but I imagine ſome time before,) Mr. 


Giffard! way diſpoſſeſſed of his living by the commit- 
tee for plundering, or as it was termed, for ſequeſtra- 


ting all che loyal and orthodox Clergy, chiefly at the 


inſtigatiom of: his curate or lecturer, William Bartlet. 


Concerting the manner of his ejection, Mr. Prince 555 


only ſays, chat It was by force and violence, againſt 
« Law and Conſcience: Dr. Walker, however, is 


more particular, and informs us, that The old 
« Gentleman did not quietly give up his living; and 


I therefote a party of horſe were ordered to farce him 
« out of it by violence; which they did, and uſed him 


« barbaroufly, - throwing. dirt upon him, and ſomo 


* ſpitting at him, as he paſſed along the ſtreets. 
Dr. 'Calamy, in the. Continuation of his account 


* of the Miniſters ejected for nonconformity, in 1660,” é 


vol. 2, p. 267, labours hard to diſprove the charges 


alledged by Dr. Walker againſt the ſequeſtratorz, and 


e 18 n 7 


4 8 ; 
ib 


| „ aloe + 3 


ſulleriogs af the Clergy of the Chucch- of Eogiand, in the times of d 


Grind Rebellion,” Folio, part 11. p. 235. 


Land ſaid he would uſe. no violence if Mr. Gifford, 
« an@thoſe within, would ſurrender themſelves, other. 
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2 Giff6td. 25 Concerning the manner of the ann 
tion, he ſays, “ have this account from” ſome velit 
* "p6rfolts; who were then upon the ſpot. It ſeems 
after his ſequeſtration he refuſed to reſign: And 
* haying got a body of men into the Parſonage-houſe, 
which fands alone by itſelf, he undertook to defend 
it, and maintain poſſeffibn. N 


i Urte this a part u Rösg s de deseg e che | 
 **gatriſon of Plymouth to diſpoſſeſs him: The com- 


„ mänding officer came with his troop to Biddiford in 
the evening, and reſolving to execute his commiſſion 
that night, rode up to the houſe, and found the 
dots ſhut againſt him. He demanded entrance, 


_ iſe he ſhould be obliged to fire upon the Houle, 
Mr. Gifford finding the Houſe beſet, deſired the 
* liberty of converfing with the Captain, for which 
he had an opportunity given him at one of the win- 
* dows of the houſe; They ſoon came to an agree- 
ment. Mr. Gifford and thoſe within, ſurrendered 
2 themſelves prifoners: / And my 1 declare, 
at Mr. Gifford was conducted to the Captain's 
| e without any abuſe, as they know of, offered 
| the way. The Captain at length very civilly of- 
* him the liberty of ' returning back to his own 
4 houfe, provided he would give him ſecurity for his 
_ £5, forth. coming the next morning, which Mr..Gifford 
7M N day ee ee 


1 1 
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«eas Man They all agree in * | 
« their not knowing of any manner of affront offered 
Mr. Gifford thro', the whole of this proceeding : 
« Tho! if any indiſcreet perſons had in this caſe been 
« guilty: of any indecencies, Mr. Bartlet could not 
4 juſtly be charged as an agent, or even an encourager, 
« he being at that time at London, . he 
« had been for half a year before.“ 4 
Such is Dr.. Calamy's circumſtantial account, and he 
evident partial ſoftening of this iniquitous tranſaction, 
If any unbiaſſed reader can, after a peruſal of it, think 
that Mr. Gifford was very civilly treated, or that no ' 
manner of affront was offered him, ſuch reader I will be 
bold to ſay, muſt have the feelings of an Inquiſitor, _ 
and the chriſtian charity of a Republican Fanatic. 
Dr. Calamy's informants, he ſays, were credible 
perſons; but he ſhould certainly have mentioned their 
names, that his readers might have been enabled to 5 
judge what degree of credit was due to them. g 

Upon this worthy confeſſor's ejection, the committee "Is 
of robbers, or ſequeſtrators, put Mr. Bartlet into. the 
poſſeſſion of the rectory. 

He was an Independent of che moſt violent ſtamp, 
and purſued Mr. Gifford with the ſpirit of perſecution, 
for when the © Reverend and pious Divine,“ ſays Mr. 
Prince, „would have ſerved a ſmall Pariſh, called 
„Weſtleigh, lying over againſt the Town of Bythe- 
ford, on the eaſt ſide of the river Touridge, not for 
reward, but for what they would voluntarily contri- 
1 ve, 7: 1 Dr. Walker adds, that he requeſtef 

8 e 0 
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 Hberty to keep n ſchool fomewhere near the Town) 
* ſuch was the ancharitable zeal of that Jordly Inde. 
S pendent preacher William Bartlet, (who by a pre- 
* vailimg Rebellion, was gotten into his 
* aforeſaid) he might not be permitted ſo much a; 
9 96 T Worthies p. 346] 

r. Calamy relying upon the credit en 
mous 545-2 rl lays * They declare they know not 
* that Mr. Bartlet had the leaſt concern in hindering 
« Mr. Gifford's requeſts. And he adds, that * this 
«muſt be charged upon the powers then in being, 
« who it might well be ſappoſed, would be againſt 
Mr. Gifford's ſetthement in the neighbourhood of 

« Biddiford, for the very ſame reafons for which they 
| FD us conpiumince in Wu Fawn of Bids 
« ford itſelf,” 

This ſurely is a ſtrange way of arguing, bern 
his Informers knew not of Bartlett's having any con- 


cCekrn in this affair, that therefore he had none. More 


credit 1s ſurely due to Mr. Prince, who had been 
curate to Mr. Gifford after the reſtoration, than to 
anonymous Informers, who were moſt probably 

Diſſenters, and the relations of Mr. Bartlet. 
After this cruel treatment, Mr. Gifford retired to 
the houſe of his brother-in-law, Philip Harris, Eſq. 
Recorder of Great Torrington, where he lived pri- 
vuately and peaceably, expecting better times, which 
at length God was pleaſed to ſend again, upon the re- 
ſtoration of King Charles the Second, when Mr. Gif- 
5 ford returned unto bis charge at Bideford. where he 
8 continued 
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contigs in peace and love with all good men, unto 
the day of his death, which was about eight years after: 
where though he had opportunity, and the importu- 
nity too of ſome to that purpoſe, of calling the ſaid 
Bartlet to a reckoning for dilapidations and other 
matters, yet be frankly and chriſtianly forgave him 
all.“ Among other dilapidations and injuries which 
the living ſuſtained, during the uſurpation, Dr. Wal- 
ker mentions the following : * That there was upon the 
* Glebe, at the time of the ſequeſtration, goof". worth 
of culm, which they ſeized, and deprived Mr, Gif. 
« ford of.” And that at the latter's return to his 
living,“ he found the houſe in a miſerable condition, 
* having been let out to weavers, and the very ſtones 
of the walls carried away to repair Mr. Bartlet's own 
« houſe.” 
In reply to theſe charges, Dr. Calamy makes theſe 
obſervations : 
As for Mr. Bartlet's = others* depriving Mr. | 
« Gifford of ;00{. worth of culm, lying on the 
« Glebe at the time of his ſequeſtration, tis a very 
« filly, idle ſtory. Tis hard in this caſe to know 
« certainly what the Dr. means. Either Mr. Bartlet 
60 might ſeize it for his own proper ule; or they that 
« were in power might ſeize it; or, it might in ſuch a 
« time of confuſion, be ſeiz'd by the mob for their 
« own uſe. The Dr. does not diſtinguiſh, but ſays 
* indefinitely that they ſeized. This looks as if no 
| | | 10 body | 


* Prince ubi ſupra. 


( wo ) | 
* body. knows who did.it, . And really to ſuppoſe ſo 
great a quantity of culm ſhould: lie at once upon 
the Glebe, when the work that was carried on there 
* was ſo ſmall, is ſo monſtrous and incredible, that it 
« is perfectly ridiculous and confutes itſelf. , It may be 
0 added, that it is commonly thought, that Mr. Gif- 
< ford had but a moiety in the work then carrying on 
* himſelf; and ſo no great part of the heap lying about 


| « the mouth of the pitt could be his property, what- 


 « gyer became of it: But my informants aforeſaid 
© aſſure me, that no man can charge Mr. Bartlet with 

N having wrongfully embezzeled any part of it.” 
It is ſo far true that there could never be ſuch a 
wo of culm upon the Glebe, as to be worth 
500f.. ; yet it is certain that the pit produced much 
more culm during the rebellion, than it ever did after- 
wards, and there can be no doubt but that Mr. Bartlet 
enjoyed the benefit of its produce. Whatever quan- 
tity there was on the ſpot at the time of the ſequeſtra- 
tioh, it was the undoubted property of the ſequeſtered 
Miniſter, or at leaſt, his proportion of it. 
But Dr. Calamy proceeds: *The laſt part of the 
charge againſt Mr. Bartlet, relates to dilapidations, 
* taking away the ſtones of his walls to repair his own 
* honſe. But this alſo will appear ridiculous, if it 
e he conſidered, as my informers aſſure me, there 
„as a public quarry open at the ſame time on the 
& Glebe, which then ſupply'd the Town with ſtones 
* for building, and it does fo to this day. So that 
« Mr. Bartlet could have no > temptation to demoliſh 
es If 


* 


> $a}... 
u Mr. Bartlet's houſe was at this time re- built with 
the ſtones of this public quarry, which was his own 
4 property. And as to his letting the houſe to 
« weavers, it is true, that having no occaſion or incli- 
« nation ta make uſe of the Parſonage Houſe, he did 
« jet it out to one that had the charge of his affairs, 
«-who:was” of that trade: But he made uſe of the 
« Qut-houſes only for the carrying on his büſineſs, 
« which there is no doubt might be a ene 
«any profanation of the houſe.” 

This part of the defence is as aid end 
preceding, for Dr. Calamy has nothing to oppoſe of 
any higher authority than the teſtimony of his anom 
mous informers; and they advance nothing hut their 
ignorance of the facts alledged, and their N 9 
Mr. Bartlet was ever guilty of them. 

With reſpect to what he obſerves" ef ir. Bart- 
let's houſe being built with the ſtones dug out of 
the quarry for that purpoſe, nothing can be ſaid to it, ; 
becauſe it is not founded upon ſufficient evidence. 

The late Dr. ' Johnſon has made a very judicious 
remark, which is extremely pertinent to this Caſe, 
« walls,” ſays he, ** fapply ſtones more eaſily than 

* quarries, and palaces and temples will be demoliſhed 
enn eee 
phyry. * * 

d Prince concludes his account o Mr. Gifford 
N 201% ! 

Mit ade zoe wot bun « This 

n Naſi wo: 3. p. 83. 
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* buried in the chancel af the Pariſh Church there. 


teſtimony, of one who was well acquainted: with him, 


( 90 


This reverend perten was um able Sehejar;ia con- 
ſtant and painful Preacher, an orthodox Divine, and 
* pious good Man. This I can the rather teſtify, 
having ſerved under him for ſeveral years before 
*© his death as a Son in the Goſpel. - He died at 
* Bytheford: aforeſaid; March 18, 1668, and was 


*.unto belonging without any ſepulchral monument: 
At which time it fell to my poſt, among many others 
* much more able, to preach his funeral Sermon; 
* which I did, knowing what he had ſuffered both 
before and after King Charles: the Second's reftora- 
tion, and how very freely he had ſorgiven his ene- 
mies, in the almoſt parallel inſtance of St. Stephen, 
Taz 89, 60, And they ſloned Stephen, Sc. Of 

* whom: I may further add. e gs of the 


* ruſt ſhall be bleſſed,”* 
Dr. e aids/00-his.charafder; ds; fallowin; 


He was a perſon of unſpotted life, nnn 


* and meek to admiration. 


From the account which Mr. Ne bes of 
this worthy man, and the remarkable text which he 
ſelected for his funeral Sermod, it is evident that the 
injuries he had ſuſtained from the nonconformiſts, 


both before and after the reſtoration, were much 
greater than what Dr. Calamy has endeayoured to re- 


Preſent them. Beth theſe. authors are agreed in 
bearing teſtimony to this Chriſtian Divine's meek aud 


forgiving ſpirit, but whether what the latter has ad- 


4 vanced 


* 


| -| 23 ) 78: 
vinkedof Mr. Gifford's intimacy with- Mr. Baitlet 
after his return, and his ſaying that le was à better 
man than himfelf;, carries any appearance of probabili- 
ty with-it,/-1 leave the candid reader to judge, after 
comparing the accounts of Mr. Prince and the Dr. 
— The. latter ſays, without quoting any authority, 
% However, after all, it ſeems to argue ſomewhat of 
«« a particular reſpett that Mr. Gifford had for this 
Mr. Bartlet, that when they met and parted, at 
„Mr. Bartlet's ſurrendering the keys to him on his 
« return, and Mr. Bartlet told him of the greatneſs 
and weight of his charge, he made this anſwer, 
% That he would do his beſt, And when a zealous wo- 
% man of the town told Mr. Gifford upon his re-ad- 
0 miſſion, that She had never been at Church during all the 
© time of his abſence ; he replied to her, The verier wretch 
% thou! And when at laſt Mr. Gifford came to lie 
upon his dying bed, he was very deſirous to ſee 
« and ſpeak with Mr. Bartlet, but was diſcouraged 
« and diverted by thoſe that were about him, who 
kept his defire ſo ſecret, that Mr. Bartlet knew 
A nothing of it till after his death.” 15 A 
It is very remarkable that though the 3 Dr. 
owns his obligations to Mr. Prince, and gives him 
an excellent character for truth and candour (p. 408) 
yet he never mentions him once 1n this account of 
Mr, Gifford's caſe ; as conſcious, no doubt, that Mr. 
Prince's credit would weigh infinitely greater in the 
mind of the reader, than that of his anopywous in- 


formers, | | 
2 Mx. 
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| Gifford, who adhering zealouſly to the cauſe of his 
ſovereign in the wars,” ſuffered decimation and ſe. 
queſtration of his eſtates, and the frequent impriſon- 
ment of his perſon, The laſt leneal «deſcendant of 


ſecuting ſpirit, as manifeſted to the poor Quakers, and all who diſſented 
from the Directory and Confeſſion of Faith of the Puritans, | 


( 114 ) 
Ar Gifford had un ider rener Gol: "EY 


this ancient and reſpeRable family; che widow of the 


late Rev. Thomas Colley, of Chittlehampton, died 
and was buried at Bideford in 1790. 


Mr, Gifford was ſucceeded 'in this living by Mr, 


Nathaniel Eaton, of whom the only account I can 


find is in Dr. Calamy,* who vouches for his autho- 


rity a work of a very fuſpicious charatter. T Eaton 
as the firſt Preſident of Harvard College in New 


„England, who though a good ſcholar himſelf, and 


one that had helped to make ſeveraliothers ſuch, 


yet was ſo cruel, that upon a complaint made of 
« him to the GCineral Court, he was fined an hun- 


. * dred marks, beſides a good ſam that was ordered 
to he paid to a certain young gentleman, that had 


particularly ſuffered by his unmercifulneſs; and 


for his inhumanity to the Students he was removed 
from his truſt. After this, being firſt excom- 


«. municated from the Church of Cambridge, he did 
< himſelf excommunicate all the Churches of New- 


8 * * went _— into N e and then 


&« into 


DION 1 B. lv. 


126. 
N t However ſevere a difciplinarian Eaton wight be, yet this was but a 


ſmall fault, when compared with Cotton Mather's and his Colleagues” per- 


x * 
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(us oy | 
into England,“ where he lived privately till the 


« Reſtoration of Charles II. Then he conformed 
« tq the ceremonies of the Church of England, and 
« vas fixed. in this very town of Biddiford, where he 


« became a bitter perſecutor of thoſe who kept faith- 
ful to that way of worſhip, which he himſelf had 


4 quitted : Until he who had caſt ſo many into pri- 


« ſon for conſcience, was himſelf caſt into priſon for 
debt; where he did at length pay one Gods; name - 
«4: ly, that unto nature, by death.” | 
Michael Ogilby was the next Rector of Bideford, 
to-whieh he was indufted in 1674 "© 
He was chaplain to King Charles II. 
It is related of him that he was a very great hu- 


mouriſt, and that his character was not very con- 
fitent-with his profeſſion, One anecdote of him is 


curious enough to deſerve a place here. 


and queſtioned him about it. Faith,” ſaid the man, 


AI can read the prayers at home, and as to ſermons» 


“I have much better ones to read than you ever 


« pteach.“ You are in the right,” replied the 


parſon, „ and I wiſh all my pariſhioners were of the 


© ſame opinion, for then 1 | thould have little or 


8 „ ee | 
* That is, Lands frat he was obliged to fly from New-England 
e e, ee ens e eee 


Meeting with one of his pariſhioners who had neg- 
lected coming to church for a long time, he ſtopped 
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- He was buried! in the church ane Feb. 26, 
1699, and was ſucceeded RR OMG, | 
Mr. Chriſtopher Bedford, a M. who- was: _ 
| Reftor of Doulton in this county, to both of which 
Win he was preſented by Lord Carteret. 

This gentleman was a very pious and peaceable 
Divine, and much beloved by his pariſhioners, he 
was buried in this church 5 „ 1723; and was 
| ſucceeded by fa 4 2 40 

Mr. George Nichols, B. D. He did not-dive i in 
much friendſhip with his people; though he was a 
very generous man, and kept a nn * and 
was a jovial companion. 

Being troubled with an aſthma, be could FO but 
once on a Sunday, and frequently not at all. As he 
kept no Curate at that time, ſome of the principal 
pariſhioners complained of him to the Biſhop; upon 
which being ordered to preach every Sunday, he 
commenced his obedient exerciſe with a ſermon on 
Akts xviii, 17, And Gallio cared for none of thoſe things, 
At the latter part of his life he had for his curate 
the ingenious and pious Mr. James Harvey, the well- 
known author of the Meditations and Contemplations. 
In 1789 the author of this Eſſay publiſhed three 
ſermons preached at Bideford“ by this exemplary 
man, to which he thought 'it proper to prefix ſome 
account of him during the time he e Bideford. 

As 
* They are to be found in the GPA of Mr. Harvey's Works 


publiſhed by Meſſis. Riyingions St, Paul's 3 in Ten Veuve 
8 eflava, | 8 


6 


As this account, i it is preſumed, will be pleaing to the 
en it is here given. ? 
Mr. Harvey commenced an intimacy at College 
« with the father of the preſent Paul Orchard Eſq. of 
« 'Stoke-Abbey,. in Devonſhire... That Gentleman 


% was a remarkable inſtance of piety and goodneſs, 
as is obſerved by Mr. Hervey in the Dedication of 
« his ſecond Volume of Meditations. Our author fre. 


ec. quently viſited at the Abbey, and contracted an 


* agreeable acquaintance. with many pious perſons - 


* jn the neighbourhood, particularly at Bideford, 
« where he uſed to preach occaſionally, and became 
„ ſo generally admired that the people earneſtly 
_ «« wiſhed to have him ſettled among them. Accord- 

« ingly the ReQor being very old and infirm, ac- 
* ceded to the defire of his congregation, and choſe 


% Mr, Hervey for his Curate about the year 1738 


« or 1739- His ſalary was but forty pounds a year, 


T which was voluntarily raiſed by the people to ſixty ; 


« and this was ſcarcely ſufficient, for his benefaQiions 
«were ſo numerous that he was frequently reduced 
* to temporary inconyeniences for want of mo 

« toſupply his own neceſſities, This amiable weakneſs 
« jnduced ſome of his friends to praQtiſe a very inno- 


« cent deception upon him ; when mY knew he had 
1 


money they would borrow ſome of him; and keep 
s jttill they found he really needed it. He was very 
« zealous in the diſcharge of his duty, ' preaching 
, * twice "OE Lord's Day ; and expounding every 


60 Wed- : 
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nnn Friday upon the Epiſtle and Goſ- 
« pel of the Sunday preceding. He uſed voluntarily, 
<«without- being ſent for, to viſit the poor and the 
« ſick of the pariſh, and adminiſter to their ſpiritual 
4 ag well as their bodily wants. Inſtead of eftabliſh- 
« ing or aſſiſling Aſſemblies for the diverſion of the 
gay, he held agreeable ſocieties with the more ra- 
<« tional part of his people, for promoting friendſhip 
_ « and piety among them, It was at Bideford that 
«© heJaid the plan, and aftually finiſhed great part of 
« his much-admired Meditations and Contemplations, — 
„% I have been told, by thoſe who were moſt inti- 
% mately acquainted, and ſome who lived in the 
« fame houſe with him, that he was wont to 
; « fit up reading or writing till three or four o'clock 

in the morning; a practice, however, in which he 
«© ought not to be imitated by the varmeſt W of 
«" Bandy... - 
Mr. Nichols was 5 buried Feb. 22, 1741, and was 
ſucceeded by | 

Mr. John Write d A. M. who did not enter 
upon reſidence till the latter end of 1742, immediate- 
ly on which Mr. Hervey was diſmiſſed from the cu- 
racy, though ſo great was the love of the people 
tor him, that they offered, if Mr. Whitfield would 
have retained him, to pay his full ſalary themſelves, 

Mr. Whitfield, I believe, was a native of Eſſex, 
and was Fellow of Chriſt-Church, Oxford. 


It 


| 419 J 


It is eee that he was a Profeſſor of Poetry in 
that Univerſity, and Tutor and Chaplain to the Right 4. 
Hon. Earl Gower, by Are he e to this 


living. 


He was a man of very n improved by an 


extenſive education, and a conſiderable thare of read. 


ing. He was of a very charitable difpoſition, but 


his paſſions were ſo exceedingly ſtrong, that he was 


almoſt in a perpetual ſtate of difſention with ſome or 
other of his pariſhioners. For near forty years the 


civil and eccleſiaſtical government of Bideford exhibited 
a conſtant ſtate of warfare. Often was the pulpit made 


a drum eccleſiaſtic, and directly after ſermon many a 
direful fray n e e e e ee 


the magiſtrates. 
A preſbyterian Apothecary, whole. name is now 
extin&, was one of the moſt leading men in the cor- 


poration of Bideford for ſeveral years after Mr. Whit- 


field came to the living, and he made, as it were, a 
conſcience of oppoſing the rector. This fellow's il- 


 liberality and ignorance drew from the parſon the fol- 


lowing epigram, at which n he had a pe- 
culiar turn: 25 
6 Philip of Macedon, tis ſaid, 
« Had every morning when in bed, 
„A page whoſe falutation ran 
* Remember, Sir, you are @ man | | 
« So, if we /mall with great compare,  / © 
* Our UE: limping, looby Mayor | 


« Should 
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«Bog 0 Should every thorniag; Abdel PER 
Have C— or Jonathan to call - 
„(While each an ear did gently pull) 
« Remember, Sir, you are a foal 1 


He publiſhed as follows: 

1. Abner's Thoughts after the Battle of Gibeon, a 
Sermon preached in Bideford, on the gth of May 
1763, being the Day of 3 for my Peace. 
4to. 1763. fo 

2. Thoughts upon ſome late Pieces, e che 
Death of Abel, and the Meſfiah. 4to. 1766. 
This is a very ſtrange piece, and ſhews to what an 

exceſſive degree of weakneſs a man of parts may de- 
ſcend to. He aims to prove the above books, not 
only to be the firſt compoſitions of the age, but alſo 
that they were the productions of Mr. Pope. He 
endeavoured afterwards to ſuppreſs this pamphlet. 

| 3. Conjectures on the Tyndaris of Horace, and ſome 

other of his pieces, with a Poſtſcript. 4to. 1777. 
In this pamphlet he evinced a good ſhare of claſſical 

and medallic knowledge, though his conjeRures are 

very fanciful, and his verſions of four of Horace's 

Odes, confidered in a poetical light, contemptible. 

| Mr. Whitfield died very old in the ſpring of 178g, 

and was ſucceeded (upon the preſentation of George 

Buck, Eſq. whoſe Family purchaſed the adyowſon 

near forty years fince) by William Smith, A. M. who 

zs alſo by the ſame patronage Rector of Weſt Wor- 
| lington i in this county. 
The 


(wm) 


The Ro long ſeries of contentions and kifputes 
between prieſt and people, has been followed by y 
more than eight years of halcyon days, of which _ 
there is every probability of a long continuance. | 1M 
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CHAPTER v. 


DISS ENTE RS. 


ONCONFORMITY took root very early in 
Bideford. Some of its branches were tranſ- 
planted from this place to New-England, where they 
multiplied ſhoots' abundantly ; but ſtill they were 
not forgetful of the country from whence they came, 
for they called the new ſpot of their reſidence 


 BipzxrorD. 


I cannot find, nor do I believe, that any . 
were exerciſed againſt the Puritan faction in this part 
of the kingdom during the reigns of James I. or 


: Charles I. 


The Biſhops of Exeter, Carew, Hall, and Brown- 
rigg, ih whoſe times the migrations of the Non- 
conforiniſts to America, under the pretence of flying 


krom Epiſcopal perſecution, were the moſt frequent, 


it ĩs generally allowed, were prelates of the greateſt 
moderation, and greed. the . in the moſt 


Te - 
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33 therefore, that the emi- 55 


grants from Devon and Cornwall were moſt allured 


to America from the deſire of a wealthier ſituation, 


than impelled to it by reſtraints laid upon their con- 
ſciences; Another motive moſt probably ſerved to 
aid the former, and that was the pleaſing idea of 
making their religious ſyſtem the eſtabliſhment in the 
new ſettlement, and inſtead of being barely tolerated, 
to become the tolerators of other ſeas, and what 
ſort of toleration they granted after they got into 
power, ler their treatment of the Quakers and ee i 
But to return; Puritaniſm continued its encreaſe in 
Bideford, and that chiefly through the pious and loyal 
labours of William Bartlett, curate or lecturer there, 
under Mr. Iſaack and Mr. Gifford. 
The place of this gentleman's nativity I W 
but he finiſhed his education at Oxford, and was ma- 
triculated as member of New-Inn-Hall, November 
4, 1631; aged 21. He became lecturer of Bideford, 
(ſays the Oxford Hiſtorian 1641,) and fided with the 
Puritans, as indeed, moſt of the lecturers at that time 
did. I apprebend that he was placed in the leQure.. | 
ſhip by the Corporation, becauſe in their entries of 
pablic affairs, I met with obſervations and directions 
reſpecting the lecturer and lecture-days. It is by no 
means probable that one of Mr. Gifford's principles 
and loyalty would have permitted ſuch an obnoxious 
perſon to act under him if he could, prudently, have 


avoided it; but the OG of the day was too 


R 2 | favourable | 


22 _ 4. 
favourable to the lecturer and his party to admit of 
much moderation on their ow, or e on that 
of Mr. Giffor e. i 

In 1648, ſays Dr. Walker , (but I l 
| ſome time before, as the committee for plundering, 
or, as it was called ſequeſtrating the orthodox clergy 
vas inſtituted ſome years before 1648,) this William 
Bartlet obtained a grant of the Rectory from the 
uſurping powers. There is no doubt but that he 
could give a ſatisfactory account of himſelf to the 
ſequeſtrators, for he had been active enough in their 
ſervice, and had propagated fanaticiſm and een 


IP in theſe parts with no inconſiderable ſacceſs. - 


This Mr. Bartlett was a violent Wagener * his 
principles, and his behaviour to Mr. Gifford was per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the ſpirit of that turbulent ſect. 

Dr. Walker brings ſtrong charges "againſt him 
which Dr. Calamy 1abours at conſiderable length to 
diſprove T. The principal part of what the learned 
vindicator has alledged in his favour, is the reſult of 
anonymous information, and carries but little weight 
when balanced againſt the teſtimony of ſuch a reſ- 
_ petable writer as Mr. Prince, who was curate to 
Mr. Gifferd upon his 'reſtoration, and who _— 
the general charge againſt Bartlet, 

Dr. Calamy gives this character of him, © He 
«was a man of conſiderable note in that. part of the 
* country ; emiment for bumility, ſtrictneſs of life, 


"rf en 


mY Attempt page 250, Part II. . + Continuztion vel. 1, p- 866. 
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« gravity, authority and experience: A very folid 
« and uſeful preacher, and one whoſe labours were 
s attended with very ſignal ſucceſs. He was a man 
« of great courage and boldneſs in the cauſe of God, 
« of which he gave proofs upon occaſion . He was 
« once impriſoned; and eſcaped at another time by a 
« miſtake of the officers, who ſeized another grave 
© man in his ſtead. He was the chief object of the 
© malice and fury of the haters of ſtrict and ſerious 
« godlinels ; and [adds the Doctor in the uſual cant] 
a the judgments of God upon his, perſecutors, were 
(J am informed) remarkable. He lived to a good 

old age, and died in the year 1682. In his younger 
© days he wrote a ſmall Treatiſe, intitled The Model of 
« of the Congregational Way.” He was obliged to 
yield up the living to Mr. Gifford immediately after 
the reſtoration, and was ſilenced by the 4d of Unifor- 
mity in 1662. It is added, that he publiſhed a Tract 
intitled, Sovereign Balſam, applied in a few weighty 
« Conſiderations for healing the Diſtempers of ſuch 

« profeſſors of- Religion as Satan hath wounded and 
. © drawn aſide, &c. London, 1649.“ 

He had a brother, John Bartlet; who was ejected 
for nonconformity from the reQory of St. Mary the 
More, in Exeter, and of whom the Dr. relates this 
curious TIO * © he was a great ſtudent of 

Anatomy, 
. ® Thats prog Ie were kis prevehing dee ane ally yoo- 
moting ſchiſm and rebellion, Was it conſtience to ejebè a grave miniſler 


from his law ſul living, then enter into the poſſeſſion of i "* and Poa thy 
man whoſe right he had uſurped ?. - 


FEE [ 286 ] 
* Anatorny, till obſerving the ſtraitneſs of the paſſage 
in the throat, he grew ſo melancholy as to be almoſt 
afraid to cat or drink; upon which he, at the advice 
«+ of his phyficians, laid that ſtudy aſide.” 
After the reſtoration, Mr. William Bartlet, and 
| tis ſon Mr. John Bartlet, who was ejected from the 
vicarage of Fremington, near Barnſtaple, ufed to 
. preach in private houſes in and about Bideford, They 
| were at laſt, however, proſecuted ypon the Conven- 
| tide-AR, and the father was committed to priſon, but 
how long he continued in confinement I cannot 
Tearn. wy | N , LP ; G7 
Perhaps this commitment was in conſequence of the 
circumſtance recorded in the W minute and 
letter. 
Att a Meeting of "A Maior and Comin Conn- 
* cif of the Burrough Towne and Mannor of Bidde- 
ford, in the Guildhall there, the _ day of May, 
Anno Dom. 1674. 
« Whereas Mr. William Bartlett, * Mr. John 
_ « Bartlett, his Sonn, did each of them as we are in- 
« formed, preach i in the Houſe of Gabriel Beale, in 
* this Towne, and a greate number of people did re- 
&« ſort thither, to hear them under pretenſe of his 
« Majeftic's Licence; authoriſing them ſoe to doe: 
% Notwithſtandinge the late Act made againſt Con- 
10 yenticles, which beinge a doubtful Matter, and Mr. 
« Maior beinge loathe to incurr his Majeſtie's diſ- 
* pleaſure in caſe he ſhould contemne his Majeſtie's 

« Licence, and is in Jeopardy of beinge ſued for not 

| tc executinge 


* 


1 


bee the A aforeſaid, he hath thought tt, 
« yith the Advice of his Councill, to order, and it 
« ig therefore now ordered, that Mr. Hill, the Town 
Clerk, doe forthwith write and ſend a letter to the 
« Right Hon. the Eatle of Bathe, therein ſetting 
_ « forthe the Rate of the ſaid Bufineſs, and humbly to 


5 defire his Lordſhip to communicate the ſame to his 


« Majeſtie's Councill, and to pray their direction in 


tt ſo doubtful a matter, and that a true Copy of 294 


10 laid . be entered into this Booke 


| * Abraham Heiman, Mai, 


* John Davie 
« Wm. Reeve 
El ____ -*f Tohn Froſt 
“Thomas Gearing “John Davy 
« S:llathiell Amory Robert Beele | 
“Robert Marſh - © George Middleton.“ 


A true Copy of the Letter written and ſent by 


« Mr, Hill to the Right Hon. the Earl of Bathe, in 
« purſuance of the Order of Mr. Mayor and the 
% Common-Councill. of this Towne, nn on 
«the left hand page, viz. 

K My Lord, | 


a By the ſpecial Order of the Mayor and Com- 


mon · Councill of this Corporation of Biddeford, I 
« am commanded to make known to your Lordſhip, 
* that Mr. Mayor, of this Town, doth labour under 

great difficulty and danger, and is not able of him. 
« ſelf, nor by the beſt adviſe can be had in theiſe 
2 c parts, to be Informed of an apt expedient what is 
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a to. be don in the overcoming of the one and the 
« avoydinge of the other: And becauſe the matter 
« thereof doth chiefely concerne the preſervation of 
« his Majeſtie's peace in this Town (within which 


« place your Honour has ſo great an intereſt), they 
have the rather thought it fitt moſt humbly to be- 


4 ſeach your Honour to make the ſame to be known 


« to his Majeſtie's Oouncill, That the Mayor (by 


« your Lordſhipp's endeavours) may receave from 
es them ſuch adviſe and direction therein, whereby he 


«© may be extricated from this dilemma. - 
The ſtate of the caſe being thus: Within this 
« Town, there is an Houſe, now in the poſſeſſion of 


* one Mr. Beale, which he has converted into a 


„meeting place for thoſe of the congregational per- 
« ſwaſion to aſſemble in att their publique worſhipp— 
re And although the Mayor knew that that Houſe was 
« heretofore deſigned for that. purpoſe, and that one 


Mr. Bartlett and his Sonne were licenſed to preach 


there: Yet they having diſcontinued the ſame for 


„ ſeveral months together, he ſuppoſed that they had 


« quite left off preaching in the ſaid Houſe, as ſup- 
* poſing alſo that the ſaid Preachers had conceaved 


„ his'Majeſty's ſaid Licenſe to be determined.” But 


„ ſoe it was, may it pleaſe your Honour, That on 


5M Sunday the 17th of this inſtant Moneth on the fore- 
* noone, the Mayor was informed that the old Mr. 


« Bartlett was preaching in the ſaid Houſe, and that 
* there was a 4755 number of people 2255 to him, 


10 « and 


* - 


% 
( 9 ,) 


# and theredaills the Mayor ſent fix Conſtables, two 


«« Sergeants at Mace, and one of the Church War- 


« dens, to know by what authority they mett in the _ 8 


© ſajd Houſe, and if a ſatisfactory anſwer were not 
« given, then to have ſuppreſt them in perſuance 
te of the late act againſt Conventicles, Mr. Bartlett 
& then told the ſaid Officers, that he preacht there by 


« the ſame authority that conſtituted the Mayor to 


© be Mayor of this Towne, or words to this pur- 
«© poſe, and ſoe proceeded on his ſermon, and very 
«© few (if any) of his auditors did leave the place, 
„ untill Mr. Bartlett had ended his ſermon. 

In the afternoone, before their meetinge again 


te fower of the principall men of that perſuaſion + 


© came to the Mayor, and required him to prote& 
them in their meetinge, by vertue of his Majeſtie's 
© Licence, and having ſoe done they departed, and 
© afterwards the young Mr. Bartlett preacht in the 


© faid Houſe in the afternoon, att which tinie alſoe 


the ſaid officers repaired thither againe, to obſerve 
the number and take notice of the perſons, and 
te the younger Mr. Bartlett continued out his ſermon 
©« with his auditors. The officers returning to the 
“Mayor, brought the names of about two hundred: 


© But by computation gueſſed att fower hundred 


«« perſons there aſſembled, moſt of them of this 
© Towne, and divers of ſeverall pariſhes adjacent. 


7 ** The matter of fatt ſtanding thus, and their num- 
8 ber 
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e ber beiſig ſo great, the Mayor and his Councill being 


©. willingaccordingto theirdutyes, to preſerve his Ma- 


<4 jeſtie's peace, did think fitt to ſend for both the ſaid 


Mr. Bartlett's, and they have ſince had a perſonal 


e conference, touching the premiſes : And both of 


1 them produced his Majeſtie's Licences, authorizing 
« them to preach in the ſaid Houſe (which Licences 


A bear date in'AprilÞ1672), and both of them ſaid, 


that they preacht by that authority, and conceaved 


that the ſaid Lycences were of force: But the 


Mayor being deſired to proceed to a conviction 
according to the Act made againſt Conventicles, 
* 1s in doubt, not knowing what courſe to take: If 


he does not execute the AR, he is threatened to be 
„ ſued for the penalty of C. ioo each Conventicle 


* not convicted, and if he doe put the law in exc- 
«© cution againſt them, then he is afraid of incurring 
his Majeſtte's diſpleaſure in contemning his ſaid 


« Lycences, wherefore whether 'the Mayor ſhall 


„ proceed to a conviction or forbear, or what elſe 
** he ſhall doe or act therein (as alſo for the future 
in caſe they continue their meetings in this Towne) 
“„ is the ſumm of what the Mayor and Common 


_ «« Councill of this Towne defire in this paiti- 
„ eular; which that they may by your Honor's 


means obtaine from his Majeſtie*'s Councill, is 


© moſt humbly prayed by them, and that they 
. ey receave the ſame with all convenient ſpeed. 


« This 


* | 
( 1) 


« This being all 1 had in command hen them; 3 


«4 remain, 
« My Lord, your Lordſhipp's S. 
Moſt humble and 
» Obedient Servant, 
"*« Biddeford, « John Hill, 


26th Majj,' 1674.“ Ton Clerk, of Biddeford.” 
In the year 1774, the late Reyd. learned, and ce- 


lebrated Mr. Samuel Badcock, then paſtor of the 


Diſſenting Congregation at Barnſtaple, diew up the 
following brief, but very accurate and curious hiſtory 


of Nonconformity in Bideford. The title he has 
prefixed to it is rather quaint, and ſeems intended to 
convey the idea, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters formed 
| the only real Chriſtian Church in Bideford. 


Home Account of the Cnuxcn at BiyzzonD.” 


„When the Act of Uniformity took place, Mr 
William Bartlet was ejetted from the living of Bide- 
ford, and after that formed a Church in that Town 
on the ſt ricteſt plan of independency. For ſome 


time he was aſſiſted in his miniſterial work by his ſon. 


Mr. John Bartlet. They were a contralt to each 


other; the father was called Boanerges, and the ſon 
Barnabas, this healed where that, had wounded, and 


both were rendered remarkably uſeful in their diſtin&t 

characters. The old Mr. Bartlet outlived. his ſon, 

and preached = funeral ſermon ; but the {truggles 
8 8 2 5: 
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of parentab love were ſo exceedingly ſtrong, that it 
was pretty near a quarter of an hour before he could 
ſpeak a word. What year the ſon died in I cannot 
learn“: the father died in 1682. There n an ac- 


count of him in Dr. Calamy. 


« Mr, Lewis Stucley, who was the capital indepen- 
dent of the Weſt, removed hith@from Exon. - Whe- 


ther he took a ſtated ſhare of the miniſterial work I 


can get no clear information. Dr. Calamy tells us, 
that he preached among the Diſſenters at Bideford; 
but I believe it was only occaſionally, though per- 


baps frequently, as it was his darling employment. 


He died in the year 1687. 

Mr. Bowden ejeſted from the living of Weſt- 
Hamf, in this county, was- made co-paſtor with Mr. 
William Bartlet. After Mr. Bartlet's death, he had an 


aſſiſtant from Ireland, called James Wood. This Mr. 


Wood was firſt ſettled at Mintown, near Tipperary ; 


I have ſeen a piece of his entitled, The Shep- 


« herd's Life Spiritualized,” in imitation of Mr. Fla- 
vel's Allegoties. He was a, man of ſome learning 


and ingenuity ; but one piece of indiſcretion greatly 


injured the church, and his own reputation; as it re- 


en no honour upon his charafter, I would throw 


it 


* Mr, John n was buried at Bidcford, Sept. 27, 1679. 


+ Dr. Calamy ſays, that Mr. Johri Bowden was ejebted from the living of 
Little-Ham, near Bideford, and gives him this character, **- He was a con- 
ſiderable man, eminent for humility and ſeriouſneſs: An excellent 


<1 preacher, and of an admirable temper.” 


(18 ) 
ir into the Bades *, and only remark that it was the 
cauſe of a ſeparation. which took place in the year 
1694; a party attached themſelves to him, on his. 
profeſſion of penitence, and built a meeting-houſe 
for him in the High- ſtreet. 

The old congregation which had diſmiſſed. Mr. 
Wood, choſe one Mr. Bayley to be co-paſtor with 
Mr. Bowden in the year 1698, In the ſame year 
the preſent large and elegant meeting-houſe was 
built. ö 

In the year 1709, Mr. Bowden died, much la-- 
mented by his people to whom he was peculiar 
dear, 

« The ſame year Mr. William Bartlet, the ſon and 
grandſon of the two former miniſters of that name, 
was choſen an aſſiſtant to Mr. Bayley. He was edu- 
cated in Scotland , and began the miniſtry very 
young. He was afterwards made co-paſtor. 
Mr. Bayley's life was rendered perfectly unhappy, 
and his charaRer utterly contemptible by mean com- 
pliances with a capricious and arbitrary wife ; hence 
he loſt his footing in the eſteem of the people, 
and was obliged to remove. He ſettled after this at 
or near Birmingham, but whether as a miniſter of a 
congregation I am not certain, 


On 


At the nn Mr. Badcock ſubjoined this . P. 8. Mr. 
Wood's affair was with an Itiſh girl, who expoſed him becauſe he . 
not anſwer her extravagant demands. I thought it beſt to ſuppreſs this, 
«8g, B. 


+ At Edinburgh, but he neyer took a Degree, 


C134 J 
On bis removal, Mr. Cooper was 3 eps ſtor 


with Mr. Bartlet. The latter died in the year 1719 *, 
and the former removed to o Topſham about the year 


1733. | 
« Mr, John Copleſtone t ſucceeded Mr. Bartlet as 


co-paſtor with Mr. Cooper; Mr. Peter Jillard ſuc- 
ceeded Mr. Cooper as co-paſtor with Mr. Copleſtone. 
Mr. Jiltard (if I miſtake not) was firſt ſettled at a lit- 
ile meeting at Exon, commonly called the Caſtle. 
On his removal from Bideford in 1729, he ſettled at 
Taviſtock, from whence he fethoved: to emer gonna 


Briftol. 
« Mr. Copleſtone did nat continue long after himat 
Bideford. He preached for ſome time at Compton, 


near "Yeovil; 'but I think he was not a regularly 
ated 


He died very ſuddenly, This Mr, Baller es u man of in excelled, 
charaſter, and very moderate in his principles, He pub/iſhed . The Power 
of Violence and Reſolution when apply'd to Religion, a Sermon preached 
af the Morning Lefture in Exon, on Thurſday Sept. 9, 1914, 8vo. Lon- 
don, 1714. 2. An Admonition to Youth, -a Funeral Sermon for Mr. 
Philip Corniſh, preached at Bideford, 1714, 8vo, London.“ g. Barna- 
bas's Charafter and Succeſs, A Sermon preached at Exon, May the gth, 
1716, before an Aﬀembly of the United Minifters of Devon and Cornwall, 
and publiſhed at their requeſt, 8 vo. London 1710.“ Aſier bis death was 
| publiſhed, © The Paſſover conſidered and improved in a Sacramental Diſ_ 
« courſe; with a Sermon on Life's weary Pilgrimage, By the late Rev. 
*. Mr. William Bartlet, of Bideford, B.iſtol printed for B. Hickey, and 
J. Palmer, 8vo. 747.” The firſt, Sermon on Exodus 12, 11, and the 
ſecond on Pfalm 120, 5. 
«+ A Sermon by this John Cet has been already noticed: from 
- which it appears, that he was ſettled at Chulmleigh, before Fe became aliſt. 
" ant to Mr. Bartlet, He was a natjve of Bideford, and his family was very 
icfpetable there for many years, q * 


2 


2 C135 ) 
dated Miniſter any whete afterwards; he died at a 
very advanced age a few years ſince ſomewhere near 
London . He had a ſon Coriolanus Copleſtone, 

who conformed, and is a clergyman near ** but 
almoſt a beggar. ; 

* When Mr. Jillard cemoned, and the 1 
got rid of Copleſtone, they determined (and perhaps 
it was neceſſary) to fix upon one miniſter only, The 
jealouſies of co- paſtors probably confirmed this re- 
ſolution; for they had ſuffered a good deal from the 
paltry ſquabbles of the parſons and their wives. 
The perſon fixed upon to make up all differences; 
and reconcile all parties, was Mr. Sedgely, of Ware- 
ham, [Dorſet]. The malignity of his enemies pre- 
vented him from continuing there with any ſatisſac- 
tion, The breath of fame had ſullied his character to 
ſuch a degree, that his own people began togive tooeaſy 
_ credit to ſome invidious reports, propagated (it is ſaid) 
by ſome envious bigots of the eſtabliſhment, who. 
repined at his ſucceſs. He was obliged to make à ſo- 
lemn declaration of his innocence in the public con- 
gregation, by the moſt powerful appeals to the Divine 
Being; but this did not ſatisfy the perſons who were 
determined to believe it of him, ſay what he would. 
He had a bold and TION ſpirit, and had made 
 Hunſeff 
* He had a W at Bide ford, who married a aden of Mr. William 
Bartlet, and by her had two ſons, one of whom, Coriolanus, was for ſome 
years'a conſiderable tradeſman in Bideford, but becoming a bankrupt vas 


reduced to extreme iridigence, and, after ſerving the office of common bell- 
man of the town, died in the pariſh work-houſe, : 


1 496 J. . 
kinſelf matiy enemies. When his day of trial came, 
they were reſolved to mortify him. It was their time 
to talk and they would not miſs it. No! Did you 
ever know a little malicious ſpirit tamely let go a delec- 
table opportunity of that kind? It is their turn - and 
the bound Lion muſt expect to be — at by every 
_ Afs that paſſeth by “. 
Mr. Sedgely found a very cordial reception at Bi- 
deford, whither he removed in the year 1730. He 
bas a very lively preacher, and much encreaſed the 
congregation. No man was more beloved or eſteemed 
than he, till an indiſcreet act ſet him at variance with 
his people. The occaſion of it was this; when Mr. 
[George] Whitfield viſited Bideford, Mr. Sedgely 
warm]y eſpouſed his cauſe, and permitted him to preach 
in his pulpit, condeſcending himſelf to be his clerk. 
Whitfield bad the art of inſinuating himſelf int6' the 
peoples affection the conſequence. of it was, they 
_ were in a great meaſure drawn off from their own mi- 
niſter. They were all on fire, and all Mr. Sedgely's 
attempts to extinguiſh it inflamed it the more. He 
ſaw his precipitaticy, and heartily. repented it; but 
too late. He had conjured up a ſpirit, that it was 
impoſſible for him to ſet at reſt. He purſued it with 
all the vengeance of a mortified and enraged prieſt ; 
but it gained ſtrength by oppoſition. Wearied out in 
b 0 de 
This account of Mr, Sedgely's ſituation at Wareham is very obſcurely 
expreſſed, and it ſeems that Mr. Badcock ſtudied more than common cau- 


tion in flating it; and, therefore} 90 it had been better not to have 
noticed j it all, | 


17 


the fight, he thought proper to ſound a retreat, and 


removed to Newbury. Mr. Sedgely was fucceeded 
by Mr. Samuel Lavington in the year 1732. Since 


that, the congregation hath enjoyed uninterrupted 


tranquillity. | Mr. Lavington's amiable diſpoſition 


made every perſon his friend; and his pacific meaſures 
as a miniſter united all parties, and ſoftened dun the 


bitterneſs of diſpute. 
« The Church was formerly eases by the Anden 


diſciptine. The laſt Mr. Bartlet relaxed its ſeverity ; 


and it is now a compound of Independency and Preſ- 


byterianiſm. The congregation was once very nu- 
merous. It is now a reſpectable one, not only in 


point of members but religion“. 


« Mr. Lavington hath met with great ſucceſs ; and 
appears to have the intereſt of vital chriſtianity very 


much at heart. This tribute of reſpect I owe him as 
a friend that loves him, and as a brother who eſteerns 
him for his work's ſake. _ 


« F left the other congregation that PO" Peer 
Mr. Buwden, with his colleague Mr. Wood. After the 


death of the laſt gentleman, Mr. Samuel Short, who 
ſettled at Culliton, in Devon, preached for ſome time 
with them. There is a funeral ſermon in print, that 
Mr. Short, when very young, preached for one Mr. 


T Bray. | 


* The ander hoe. domed eonbdimbly Secs Mas alan mas ho 
above, ſo that the Difſenters are now not more than one-eighth of the in, 
habitants. _ In' 1733, by the eſtimation of my ingenious friend Mr, B. 
Donne; they were about one-fourth ; but many conſiderable families of 
that petſuaſion are ſince extinQ, and others have conformed, 


( 188 ) : 
Brayley, at Bideford; it was prefaced and recom- 
mended by old Mr. Joſeph Mullet, of Exeter: If I 
miſtake not, it was dated 1701.—On his removal, Mr. 
John Norman ſettled with this people; this was in 
the year 170g. He afterwards removed to Portſmouth, 
where he died within a few years fince. He publiſhed 
a few ſmall tracts in vindication of the. Diſſenters, and 
one againſt Mr. Fancourt, of Saliſbury, on the ſub- 
je& of the Divine Præſcience. He was a man much 
reſpected at Bideford, as was alſo his ſucceſſor Mr. 
| Nathanzl Cock, who removed from Chulmleigh to 
this place, in the year 1710. When the controverſy 
about Arius was uppermoſt in the year 1719, Mr. 
Cock joined Mr. Pierce's party. This was not a ſtep 
to encreaſe his congregation, as you may ſuppoſe; 
but honeſly prevailed over policy. Every one that 
knew him loved and eſteemed him as an amiable and 
good man; and his moſt orthodox enemies could not 
deny him that honour. He died in the year 1760, 
and the principal part of his congregation united with 

Mr. Lavington's, with which they continue in the 

greateſt harmony. Mr. Micajah Towgood preached 
his funeral ſermon, and then the Meeting was ſhut 
up [and has fince been pulled down. ]” | 


In. 1685, there was a. congregation of French 
Proteſtants in Bideford, under the miniſtry of two 
miniſters; and their meeting continued till about 

| 5 eee ee 


— 


( 139. "© | 3 8 I 
thirty years ſince, the laſt Miniſter was called 39 | 
Duncan. | | ; "4 | | 

At preſent there is, beſides the Diſſenting congre- nh 


gation under Mr, Layington, a Methodiſt preaching- 
houſe, of the Weſtleyan denomination, but the num- #* 
ber of Methodiſts is very ſmall, with little or no pro- 75 | | 
pect of increaſe. | 
+ 
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CHAPTER vi. 


Of the BRIDGE and QUAY. 


HIS Bridge, which is the largeſt in Devonſhire, 

and is a very noble work, conſidering the age in 
which it was built, has twenty-four arches of different 
ſizes, The ſtones are common, the greateſt number 
of which were dug out of quarries in the adjacent 
pariſh of Landcroſs, juſt above the Bridge: but the 
copings are of free-ſtone, The baſe of each pier is 
kept from accidents by a large quantity of ſtones 
which are confined by ſtakes. The extreme length is 
677 feet; the height of the walls upon the bridge, 
from the pavement to the copings, is four feet five 
inches, and the thickneſs one foot two inches. The 
following curious table of the moſt noted dimenſions 
of the Bridge, was drawn up by Mr. George Donne, 


father of Mr. Benjamin Donne, Mathematician, at 


- Briſtol, about the year 1739, and publiſhed by the 
latter, with a view and an account of the Bridge in 
the Gentleman's Magazine for July 1751, 


No. 


ow. 


3ꝙem. 2. : . ——— — - 


2e e . 2. 7 e mare, . . Fl b. The 5. W.|Thes. 1. 
a | Arches, 1 | Angler. 14 4 * 8 * 2 2 
2 In. Ft. 4 N. 10 Pay Ft. In. Fe. 10 Fe. In. Fe. I, Ft. In. Ft. Is. N. is. 2 
126 5 29 2 114 114011 7 8 6 85} 85 8526 6 
2143 0 30 110 11] 213 2 8 4 6 91 68 6 6 6 822 10 
313 830 5 10 8 31g 210 9 80 21 81] 7 1 23 11 
4426 830 9 10/10] 4 13 010 8 7 6 18} 5741 76123 7 
5 28 030 1110 5 512 10 3 8 79] 88 8389323 7 
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The Bridge has a neat croſs at the middle of the 
north fide, on which is this inſcription, Gu iiztn vs 


ET MARIA DEI GrAaTia MAG. Bait, FR. Er 


His; REX ET REG. &c. On the ſouth ſide of the 


croſs are the arms of England, on the weſt thoſe of 


the Town, and on the eaſt thoſe of the Bridge. On - 


the croſs are a north, ſouth, eaſt, and weſt dial. 
The hiſtory of the firſt erection of this Bridge is 
very curious. As the accurate Mr. Prince bath nar- 


rated it the moſt fully of any author I have met with, - 
either in print or manuſcript. I ſhall beg leave to 


extract his account entire. 

After taking particular notice of the family of Sir 
Theobald Granville, Mr. Prince obſerves: 

The ground of my relating this honourable gen- 
« tleman into the number of our worthies, preſuming 
« him to be born in our county, 1s his noble benefac- 


« tion towards the founding and building in a great 


© meaſure, of the famous bridge of Bytheford,“ which 


e for length, and number of arches, equalleth, if not 


* excelleth any other in England; a very ſtately 


e piece and f in many * to name 


« few: 


* lic road, in a corner of the county, and ſo intended 
e chiefly for the conveniency of that town. 


9. Secondly ; It is very long, conſiſting of twenty- 
* four piers, ane yet one Wm. Alford, of that place, 
(another 


* 


. Camd, Brite: in Add. to Devon. 5. 41. 
"OY Fuller's Worthies in Devon, p. 247. 


« Firſt; It ſtandeth out of and far from any 18 


— — : 


— — — —— — 
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„ fatiother Milo), carried on his back for a wager, 


four buſhels ſalt water meaſure, all the * 


* thereof. * 


« Thirdly; It is . 1 chat a bark of 60 or 
« 70 tons may paſs and repaſs under the arches and 
e between the piers thereof. Not that you are to 
*« ſuppoſe, what by a miſtake is put in the addenda to 
% Camden's Britannia* of the laſt Engliſh edition, 


That a ſhip of the burthen of 30 or 60 tons is able 


to fail throw; but in order to its paſſage it muſt 
«ſtrike all its maſts. 

« Fourthly ; The foundation is very firmly fixed, 
* (although as tradition ſays laid upon wool )t and 
©. yet it doth, or at leaſt it ſeems to ſhake at the ſlighteſt 
* ſtep of an horſe.} The founder of this noble work 


is not punctually known, or rather it may ſoon be 


„ known, it Was not the work of a ſingle perſon; but 
« finiſhed by the united forces of ſeveral pious and 
* worthy perſons, whoſe names are generally buried 
r in oblivion; the chiefeſt that ſurvive are Sir Theo- 
* bald Granville, the Goldneyes, (I ſuppoſe for the 
* Gurneys) and the Oketenets; perſons, ſays Fuller, 
« of great power in theſe parts. A certain author 


« tells 
Im quo ſupra. ; 

+ This 1 ſoppoſe wok its rife from the vulgar tridition dar the old 
London Bridge was built upon <wookſacks; the real origin of which was 
that the expence of building that fabric was defrayed by an impoſt upon 
all cual brought into that port. 

t This is a miſtake, for the foundation is immoveable ; the arch, in · 
deed, not being covered with a ſufficient weight is ſo elaſtic, ee 


nnd ſprings up again under the rapid motion of a coach. 


\ Ubi ſupra. | Riſdon's M, S. in Bideford; 
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be ion he had ſeen a large, catalogue containing 
« the names of this Bridge's benefaQtors; wherein, 
* he lays, but few. families in theſe weſtern parts of 
any eminency were omitted to be regiſtered. . 

At firſt the town of Bytheford had no other pa- 
« ſage uſually over the river there hut by boat; the 


« breadth and roughneſs whereof, upon times was 


« fach. as did often put. people in jeopardy of cheir 
« lives, and ſome were drowned to the great, grief of 


the inhabitants. To prevent which great incon- 


ce veniencies ſome did divers times and in ſundry 


ce places begin td build - a Bridge, but no firm foun- 


10 dation after often proof being to be found, their 


te attempt in that kind came to no effect. At this 


« time Sir Richard Gornard or Gurney was pariſh 


te prieſt of the place, who, as the ſtory of that town 


* hath-it, was admoniſhed by a viſionq; his ſleep, to 
to ſet, on the foundation of a Brilge near a rock 
ec « which he ſhould find rolled from the higher grounds 
« upon the ſtrand. This, at firſt, he eſteemed but 
as a dream, yet to ſecond the ſame with ſome act, 
in the morning he went to ſee the place, and found 
« a huge rock there fixed; whoſe greatneſs ar- 


« gued its being. in that place to be only the work |, 


* of ,Gop,.;which not only bred. admiration, but 
« incited. him to ſet forwards ſo charitable a work, 


© Upon, this encouragement he, eftfoons with Sir - 


“Theobald Granville, Knight, Lord of the land, 
* an 9 furtherer of and a a great benefactor to 
N Ae a es that 


- 
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* that deſign, began the foundation of the Bridge 
« where it ſtands now. Now that you may know by 
« what helps and means ſo goodly a fabric was erected, 
tis ſaid the ſaid Richard Gornard diſcloſed his vi- 
„ ſion to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe; Fuller tells us 

it was Biſhop Quivel, but moſt likely 1 it was to that 

* noble prelate Biſhop Grandiſon, in whole time Sir 
10 Theobald Granville flouriſhed, and not in [ Briop 
10 „Quivel's v. | 

However that be, the Biſhop greatly furthered 
« the work, by ſending forth indulgencies and licen- 
« ces to collect the benevolence of all the brethren 
« and ſiſters within his Biſhopric; which occaſioned 
e multitudes of well diſpoſed people to pffer money 
« chearfully : The greater perſonages allowed a cer- 
© tain number of workmen, and ſome lands towards 
it. The colllimon people ſome a week's and others 
* a month's work: All ſtriving a vie, according to 
« their utmoſt abilities for the furtherance of ſo cha- 
« titable a deſign. - Whereunto alſo the ſucceeding 
« Biſhops in their diſtin& times did contribute alms 
and divulge benedictions to every man and woman 
« that ſhould be benefactors to the ſame} cauſing i it 
| « to be publiſhed in churches, in the cathedral chutch 
« of Exeter, and throughout the whole dioceſe of 
„Devon and Cornwall, that t they ſhould participate 
F "of all ſpiritual bleſſings for ever, that would en- 

cc Courage 


| '» Vid. Sir W. Pole in th famous men in Deron, nth rg of K+ 
Edw_ 2. and g. MS, : 


\ 


* 
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« courage and promote this ſo good a work. Where- : 


4 by, ſays my author , ſuch immenſe ſums of money 
« were gathered thereunto, that the work, which 
« ſeemed. to have its firſt motion from Goo's inſpira- 
tion, was in a ſhort time, happily finiſhed; ſo that 
« it is now a curious and ſtately object to behold. 


„Through this Bridge the tide of the Severn ſea 


" ſhooteth up daily above two miles farther into the 
* country, carrying barges with tone, ſand, ſea-coles, 


A and other things; along with it bringing back wood. 
* fuel, corn, and ſuch like commodities, to the great 


« advantage both of town and country. And leaſt 
« the want of money and care ſhould in protra& of 
« time occaſion the dilapidation of this Bridge, and 
© ſo the ruin of it, there are good lands ſettled upon 
« it for the conſtant maintenance of it for ever, which 
« are managed by a warden, choſen 
that town and his brethren unte 


hat purpoſe 3 


« whereby it is conſtantly kept in very good condi- 
« tion. On the Eaſt [this is a miſtake for the Weſt] 
« fide of this Bridge is a very fine harbour for ſhips of 


good burthen; where they lie and unload in the 


* very bgſom of the town, at a ſtately key well paved, | 


Hand of great length. T 


Allowing Mr. Prince's Plot "Heb that the Bridge | 


was begun under the patronage of Biſhop Grandiſon 


to be the right, and, 1 confeſs, that 1 know of no 


better, then. we may aſcertain its age pretty nearly.— 
5 W Grandiſon was conſecrated at Rome, Biſhop 


Us2 of 


* 1 quo privs, 7 Wonhies p. 322. 


the Mayor of 


| 48) | 
ök Exkéter, the "fame year that Kin ng Edward che II. 
. began his reign, VIZ. 1 327. 'He was a very learned 
and pious prelate, the great ornament of bis age, and 
made this See happy under his government forty-two 
years. It is probable, therefore, that this Bridge was 
founded at leaſt as early as 1350, ſo that it muſt be 
now more than 440 years old, and i is TT. endure 
as long again. 4 F 

Reſpecting this Bridge, the tbe of the laſt ex- 
penſive edition of Camden's rituals, has copied all 
the errors of the former editions, 
lle mentions it as having 2g arches only,—that 
thoſe arches ate ſo high that a Thip of g0 or 60 tons 

may fail under them—and'that it was begun by Sir 

Theobald Granville, a Prieft, in conſequence of a 

' viſion. Such inaccuracies as theſe'are unpardonable, 
as more cort information might have * bad 
from Mr. Prince and other authors. 

It is much to be lamented, that the antient records 
relative to this Bridge anterior to King James I. are 
| now entirely loſt ;—that there were ſuch, and valuable 
8 ones too, 18 pretty certain from what Mr. Riſdon has 
aſſerted, that he had ſeen a long roll of its bunefactors 
names. But it is probable that all theſe were de- 
| ſtroyed by ſome unjuſt perſons who had the manage- 

ment of the Bridge lands, perhaps this evil was done 


by thoſe feoffees againſt whom the inhabitants of the 


town made their complaint, and obtained the * 


ing decree in the Court of Chance: 
ths Whereas in the Terme of the Holie Trinity, 
cc A. D. 
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„A. D. 4606. Nee feentchs Mage eser 


_ « Soveraign Lord James, the King's Majeſty, that 

« now is Alexander Arundel, Anthony Arundell, 
. «© vents. Raimond Anthony, merchant, Chriſtopher 
« Tracy; John Lake, William Laurence, and Simon 


cc Taylor, yeoman, of the panſh of Bydefard, 1 in the 


County of Devon, in the name of themſelves and 
« of the reſt of the Pariſhoners and Inhabitants of the 
« ſaid pariſh of Bydeford, exhibited their bill of com- 
« plaint into this honourable Court of Chancery, 
« againſt William Davie, John Suzans, and Aldred 
« Stockombe, defendants, declaring by the ſame that 

« _—_Whereas in the ſaid pariſh, there was then ſtand- 
« ing, and had been long ſithence made and built, to 
«the great charge and expences, as well of the inha- 


* tants, as alſo of divers other well diſpoſed perſons, 


*« farr beyond the memory of any then living, a very 


* great, ſtrong, and large Bridge, compoſed wholly of 


lime and ſtone, conſiſting of four and twenty arches, 
commonly called gullets, being three hundred and 


«three ſcore paces in length; three parts of the ſaid 


Tone of Bydeford lying on the one fide thereof, 
and the fowerth part on the other, and the only paſſage 
of the one part of the Towne to the other, and the 

very direct, common, and moſt uſual trade way from 


the weſt country beyond it to the eaſtward, and the 


te greateſt, partof the ſaid pariſh of Bydeford had the ſote 
** uſe and benefit of paſſage to their church, to hear di- 
divine ſervice of God on the ſaid Bridge: for the up- 


holding, maintaining, and W of which Bridge 
te there 


* This is a very groſs millake, 


| 
1 
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< there had been divers conveyances, feoffments, and 


FE other aſſurances, and thereby had been given and 
© enfeoffeed by divers good and well diſpoſed perſons, 
| « Jands and tenements, in fee-ſimple to the ancient 


<«<-yeerely value of twenty pounds or thereabouts, 


above all repriſe, ſcytuate, lying and being in the 


« pariſh of Bydeford, and in divers other pariſhes, 
« likewiſe to divers feoffees and their heirs upon truſt 


« and confidence, that they and their heirs ſhould ſett, 


Jett, and employ the {aid lands, and the rents, iſſues, 


and profitts thereof, ariſing and growing to the beſt 


< benefit and moſt advantage for and towards the 
© maintenance and reparations. of the ſaid Bridge of 
*© Bydeford aforeſaid, and for and towards the uphold- 
*© ing thereof; and the. ſaid compleinants further 


L ſhewed, that within twenty years next before the 


** exhibiting of the aforeſaid bill, there had been 


* yeilded and pay*'d for fynes and leaſes made of the 
« faid lands by the ſaid feoffees, the ſum of £1200 or 
* thereabouts, beſides. other great ſums before that 


« time, the certainty whereof the ſaid compleinants 
** knew not. And the ſaid  compleinants further 


« ſhewed, that whereas the ſame lands and tenements 


e were at firſt given and enfeoffeed, to four and twenty 
of the moſt ſufficient, wiſe and worthy perſons, and 


= four men eſpecially choſen had been appointed yearly 
ee to receive the fines, rents, iſſues, and profits of the 


« ſaid lands, that they might be either ſafely reſerved 


or eee beſtowed to thoſe godly purpoſes be- 


* fore 
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60 wos declared, according to the true and chavitable 
meaning of the firſt donors of the ſaid lands, and no 
« private gain to be made thereof, but the rents, and 
«fines iſſuing, or made of the ſaid lands, ſhould be 
* imployed in all needful and neceſſary reparations, 
e and the overplus, if any were, ſhould be preſerved 
s againſt any time of need, as if any extremity of the 
« violence of the water, in ebbing and flowing, or other- 
« wiſe the Bridge aforeſaid, ſhould in all, or in part be 
« brought to ruin, and not ſpedily repared, ſhould be 
N undoing to the ſaid Town, and a r | 
'rall damage to the whole country | 
«© having occaſion to travel that way. But the ſaid 
« compleinants ſhewed, that contrary to the laudable 
intentions of the firſt donors, and contrary to the 
« antient cuſtom of enfeoffing of the number of four 
«and twenty perſons as aforeſaid, there were then 
remaining alive but four only, namely, the faid de- 
« fendants, and they were weak and aged men, who 
„having gotton by ſome caſuall means into their 
« hands, the antient deeds, and alſo the feoffment re- 
fuſed to make a new feoffment, to four and twenty 
other, ſufficient and diſcreet perſons according to the 
« aritient cuſtom and uſuage appoynted, intending 
thereby to receive the profitts and revenues of the 
“ ſaid lands, to their own uſes during their lives, and 
did give forth that they would alter and change the 


s intention of the firſt donors, as to them ſhould ſeem 


good, which would be to che utter undoing of the 
ay *inha- 


Pe" "RI 
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-*bhabitarts. of che ſaid pariſh of Bydelord s/ Albrit 


« that the ſaid defendants. in gentell manner at ſundry 


* times have been thereunto entreated. And that 


* alſo they gave forth that they would enfeoffee but 


1 fourteen only, ſuch as ſhould be of their own elec- 


tion of purpoſe to enrich. themſelves, and ſwallow 
up the rents and profitts of the ſaid lands, without 

« yielding any accompt for the Tame ; whereof ſome 
« of the ſaid fourteen men were inſufficierit and of 


r mean eſtate, and dwelling out of the ſaid pariſh of 


« Bydeford:. And the faid compleinants. further 


_ « ſhewed; that then of late for reformation thereof, 


letters were directed to the ſaid William Davie, 
John Suzans, and Aldred Stockombe, from the 


„Right Honourable the Earl of Bathe, Lord Lieute- 


* nant of the County of Devon, and Anthony Munke, 
« Eſq. one of the Deputy Lieutenants, of the ſame 
« County, willing them in all friendly manner to 


_-Exeform ſuch abuſes; Whereunto the ſaid William 
*<, Davie, John Suzans, and Aldred Stockombe, and 
_ « eſpecially the ſaid William Davie, peretntorily an- 


t ſwered, they would juſtiſie What they did and had 
« done, and would anſwer it by law, and the other two 


e defendants had given forth ſpeeches, that there 
«ſhould not from thenceforth be any feoffments of 
e the ſaid Bridge lands made to any perſons than to 
«ſach- as they liſted: And the compleinants further 
4 ſhewed, that many great ſums of money had been 
made and received of the ſaid Bridge lands, and 


Hai“ | 8 namely 
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"aa Wadland, deceaſed,: about ** 
« nine years then paſt, payed g. 140 or thereabouts, 
« and ſince Chriſtmaſs then laſt paſt, the ſaid feoffees had 


« received £11. All which ſums had been by the ſaid 
© feoffees, eſpecially ſince there had been ſo few. of 
«them lent to divers perſons without taking good 
« ſecurity - of them, or otherwiſe ſo. diſpoſed. as the 
« ſaid ſums were not yet repayed, and ſuch ſpecialties 
« as had been taken for the ſame had been by them 

ce yielded up into the hands of the perſons who bor- 
« rowed the ſame, or to others to their ules to be can- 
© celled contrary to the truſt repoſed in them; and 
« that they, the ſaid feoffees, diſpoſed and converted 
the money received of the ſaid Bridge lands to their 
* own private uſes, and retained the aforeſaid £.11 


« as they ſaid to defend this ſuit therewith, and did 
end many great ſums of money of the Bridge ſtock, 
« eyther to others without taking any ſpecialitie or 


e ſecurity for the ſame, or elſe yield up ſuch ſecurity 
eas had been given, without any repayment made, 

** as namely, to Aldred Stockombe, there was lent at 
te ſeverall times twenty pounds without ſecurity, and 
« the ſame not as yet paid, and he had other ſums of 
* money from the Bridge ſtock as yet unpaid, and 


« there was and had been due a long time likewiſe 


ce from Thomas Burgen, of Allington, by ſpecialitie 
« £.13 or thereabouts, as yet unpaid, neither did the 
* ſaid feoffees attempt any ſuit by courſe of law, to 
2 - FORD him to pay the ſame; and whereas then of 

X late 


tw) 


eas there had been offered for a reverſion of a cer. 
« tain parcell of the ſaid Bridge lands, four or five 
« and twenty pounds, the faid defendants did freely 
give unto one ohm Prater f. 10 altho* the ſaid 
Prater beſides the £.10 had allowance out of the 


n Bridge ſtock, for every day's overfeeing and direct- 


ing any work done upon or about the faid Bridge, 

* himfelf doing no labour, twelve-pence a day, be- 

fides twenty ſhillings for his yearly fee, and having | 
many of the rents of the ſaid Bridge lands in his 

hands, which he alleaged were uncollected, and by 
the remiſſneſs of the ſaid defendants were not re- 
_ ® quired to be collected: Alſo that the faid Prater had 

received certain rents due for the ſaid Bridge lands 
% at Chriſtmaſs laſt, before the ſaid Bill exhibited, 
«which he had not as yet paid to the four men, nor 
to the then Bridge Bayliff as he promifed, and as 
« the ſaid feoffees agreed, which was to the impairing 
« of the ſtock aforeſaid; and the hindrance of the ſaid 
«-pariſhioners if the Bridge ſhould hereafter fall into 
« rain, And that the defendants being * demanded 
« what they meant to be fo liberall as to depart from 
s that which they ought to retain for the/good of the 
« Bridge, they had anſwered that what they had done 
« they would juſtiſie: And further they ſaid, that 
c they might, and would if they pleaſed, abſolutely ſell 


e away ſuch lan ãs as were firſt given to thoſe godly and 


«charitable uſes aforeſaid; and that if they were called 
F bon Ls AM done * the Bridge, the 
, ta Bridge 


— 
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e Bridge flock ſhould pay all. fich charges. as they 

« ſhould in any wiſe be put unto in anſwering it. 
« Other ſums were paid out-for charges which gene- 


te rally ſhould or ought to be taxed and paid out of the - 


inhabitants of the whole pariſh, whereby the ſaid 
. ſtock was much weakened, and the pariſhfreed from 
« that-wherewith the pariſh only ought to be charged, 
t and the lands given to the ſaid godly uſe as aforeſaid 
te ſhould be diſcharged; part of the ſaid rents were 
tc paid out for the private occaſions of the ſaid feoffees, 
as by entertainment of ſtrangers and in banquetting 
© and often feaſting between themſelves, as alſo for 
« the ſeeing-of ſage plays acted within the Town of 
% Bydeford ; beſides much other money taken from 
te the Bridge, and beſtowed upon ſuch like idle purpo- 
*© fes by them. And that the ſeid Bridge was at that 
* time in divers places faulty, and fit that ſome pre- 
«+ {ent-courſe ſhould be taken touching the repairing 
*« of the ſame, which if it were not amended in ſome 
* convenient time, would cauſe that a greater charge 
© by their improvidence might fall on the ſaid Bridge, 
« Town and Pariſh, thro? the careleſſneſs of the ſaid 
4 feoffees, if the ſooner the ſaid Bridge ſhould not be 
t repared, and chiefly ſome places of the ſides thereof 
e being much lower than the other, by reaſon whereof 
many times ſheep and cattell that were driven over 
* the ſaid Bridge, did leape over to the great hazard 
and damage of the owners looſing or at leaſt in 
"© hurting, and ſome times divers travellers had been in 


X 2 | danger 
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s danger of falling from their Bott 6d Eser the 
« Bridge, all which faults with fmall charges might be 
t amended, as alſo there were in the pavements thereof 
© many pitts and uneven places, wherein the rain 
i vater ſtood and ſo ſunke down by the ſtones towards 
te the foundation, to the great looſning and weakning 
- © thereof; divers other faults there were to be amended 
© which were not, and ſo grew worſe and worfe, and 
« would in the end cauſe farr more charges in the re- 
10 paring than if in time the ſaid faults were amended, 
* all which abuſes were tending to the great damage 
of the ſaid Town; Pariſh and Country, and by con- 
« ſequence of the weale publick, unleſs'by this Court 
« ſome- ſpeedie redreſs were had therein, Therefore 
the ſaid compleinants humbly prayed relief in this 
* Court concerning the premiſes, and that proceſſes 
«© of fubpena might be awarded againſt the'ſaid de- 
te fendants, to appear in this Court and to anſwer the 
«© premiſſes, which'being granted, and the ſaid defend- 
« ants therewith ſetved, they accordingly appeared, 
made their anſwer to the ſaid bill of complaint, 
* confeſſing thereby the ſaid lands and tenements to 
have been given to the intent, the profits thereof 
« ſhould be imployed to the uſe of the ſaid Bridge, 
** and for other good uſes and purpoſes as by the ſaid 
* Bill and anſwer remaining of Record in this Ho- 
« norable Court more at large it doth and may appear; 
«© unto which anſwer the ſaid compleinants replyed, 
11 om the ſaid ns being at iſſue, a commiſſion was 
2 « awarded 
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| * lean for the examination of vide Af 
« parts, directed unto Sir Amias Bampfeild, Knight, 
« Triſtram Arſcott, Thomas Docton, and Philip Ri- 
* Jon, Eſquires, who made their Certificate unto this 


Court in theſe words following: 


«© Whereas there is a Commiſſion out of his Ma- 
« jeſtie's Court of Chancery, to Amias Bampfeild, 
„Knight, Triſtram Arſcott, Thomas Docton, and 
« and Philip Riſdon, Eſqrs. directed for the exami- 
i nation of witneſſes on a ſuit depending in the faid 
« Court between Alexander Arundell, Anthony Arun- 
« dell, gents. Chriſtopher Tracy, Simon Tayler, Wil. 
« liam Laurence, compleinants againſt John Suzans, 
«+ Aldred Stockombe, William Davie, and John Ba- 
« bacombe defendants, for and concerning the uſage 
* and employment of the lands, tenements, and he- 
e reditaments belonging to the Town and long Bridge 
10 of Bydeford, in the county of Devon, and for other 
© matters in their bill of complaint contained, which 
* ſaid parties, as well at the requeſt and motion of the 
Mi Right Reverend Father in God Willam (Cotton), = 
« Lord Biſhop of Exon, William Poole, Knight, 
„Hugh Wiott, and Richard Walton, Eſqrs. being 
* Commiſſioners. together, with others appoynted by 


"jj @ vertue of a ſtatute made in the 43th year of the 


eigne of our Soveraigne Ladie Queen Elizabeth, 
for the redreſſing of the imployment of lands, goods, 
and ſtocke of money heretofore given to charitable 5 
100 uſes, a as alſo at the entreatie of divers 55 Jullices of the 
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- 84. Peace,, and other gentlemen their neighbours, have 

« by the mutuall aſſents and conſents, as well of the 
« {aid Alexander Arundel]. Anthony Arundell, Chriſ- 
ce topher Tracey, Simon Tayler, and William Lau- 
. rence compleinants, as alſo of the ſaid Jobn Suzans, 


« Aldred Stockombe, and Wil iam Davie, referred the 


« hearing, arbitrament and finall determination thereof 
' 6 unto us the ſaid Commiſſioners: We, therefore, 
« whoſe names are ſubſcribed, upon. deliberate hear. 
6 ing of the allegations of both ſides, duely reſpecting 
10 the publike benefit of the ſaid Town, the continuall 
T maintenance and reparatiuns of the ſaid Bridge, the 
« reformation of things which are pretended to be out 
« of order, and of avoyding of further trouble and 
« expences in the law between the ſaid parties, have 
& on the 2gth day of January, in the ninth year of 
« the reign of our Soveraign Lord James, by the 


. « grace of God King of England, France and Ire. 
2 land, Defender of the F aith, and of Scotland, the 


« forty-fifth, By and with the conſent of the ſaid par- 
6 ties ſett down our judgments, orders, and finall de- 
te termination therein * in theſe articles fole 


& Towing : 
: 70 Faſt: Imprimis, That there be a perfet Sur- 


| « yaic in writing made of all the ſaid Town and Bridge 
lands, rents and hereditaments whatſoever before 


* the feaſt of the birth of our Lord God next en- 


„ ſuing: And that all the particular eſtates of the ſaid 


1 lands, or of any pargel rent, now in poſſeſſion, 
| « remainder 


4h 


* remainder or reverſion heretofore granted by he 
ti feoſfoes for the time being, or the moſt part of them. 
ce and now not expired, be expreſſed in the ſame far." 
_«ywe, and that all ſuch leaſes and grants ſo expreſſed 
« ſhall be good and effectuall in law; And the grantors 
« and leſſors of the ſame ſhall be free from all trod - 
hies and incumbrances which may ariſe and happen 
a by reaſon of the ſaid leaſes or grants. And that all 
* Jeaſes and grants, as well alreadie granted or made 
of any parcell thereof by John Babacombe alone, 
« one of the new feoffees, without the conſent of the 
&« other feoffees as hereafter to be granted or made by | 
v any of the feoffees for the time being, except it be 
"I them all, or the moſt part of them, unto any 
t perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall be eſteemed and 
« accompted as voyde and fraudulent leafes and grants 
to all intents and purpoſes. And further, that the 
nom feoffees, nor any of them, ſhall not make any | 
4 leaſe or leaſes of the faid lands, untill there be by 
* them a feoffment thereof made rend 10 here- 
® after lymited and appoynted. Lie 
_ ** Secondly; Item: That there be before the feaft of * 
the birth of our Lord God next coming, a leager 
i hooke provided, and that the ſame ſurvaie be therein 
« written and regiſtered, with a rentall of all the par- 
* ticular rents and high rents thereof, to be received 
or iſſuing out of the ſame lands, and the ſame booke 
* to be ſafely kept in indifferent manner between the 


« keoffecs and the reſidue of the Town, by order of 
by the _ 


TX 


L dhe Maior, Alden, Burgeſſes, and Fedffees, or 

« the moſt part of them from time to time, whereof 
| the Maior for the time being tp be one. n 

% Thirdly; Item: That the feoffees and every of 

« them, before the feaſt of St. Michael the Archan- 
= gell next enſewing, ſhall reſtore or cauſe to be re- 
© ſtored, or delivered in, ſafe and uncancelled at the 
« time of the making of the ſaid feoffment unto the 
new feoffees, all ſuch writings as concern the afore- 
« ſaid lands, tenements, and hereditaments, or any 
ec parcell thereof, which are in their, or any of their 
'* cuſtodie/.or which came to their, or any of their 
* hands, or which they, or any of them have delivered 
er to any perſon or perſons, and the ſame: here- 
_ © after to be kept by the order and direction of the 
| « Maior, Aldermen, Burgeſſes, and Feoffees for the 
u time being, or the moſt of them, in ſuch place and 
manner as uſually they have been kept. 

c. Fourthly : That there be two ſufficient Wardens 

or Receivors, and one Aſſiſtant, yearly choſen and elected 
ec within the Town, Burrough, or Mannor, by the 
% Maior, Aldermen, Burgeſles, and Feoffees, or the 
v moſt, part of them for the time being, for the re- 
ce * ceipts of the rents and heriots of the ſaid lands, and 
T for the needful reparations apperiaining to the ſaid 
« Bridge, And they from time to time to cauſe the 
e ſaid Bridge to be well and ſufficiently repayrd 
« and amended. And that the ſame Wardens or 
or e en with the Aſſiſtant, do yearly at 

the 
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the feaſt of St. Thomas the Apoltle, openly i in the 
«© Town Hall, give up or cauſe to be given up the 
« accounts of their Receipts and Payments as is afore 

« lymited, in the preſence of the Maior, Aldermen, 
« Burgeſſes, Feoffees, and the reſt of the Inhabitants 


and Pariſhioners there, or as many of them as ſhall 


60 pleaſe to be preſent at the ſame, And that there - 
« upon the ſaid Wardens or Receivors, together with 
the Aſſiſtant for the time being, do forthwith de- 
« liver, or cauſe to be delivered unto the Treaſurers, - 
« or tc either of them for the time being, the ſur- 
i pluſage of their accounts remayning in their hands, 
« and the ſame accounts to be yeerly regiſtred in one 
© other leager Book, to be ordayned for that purpoſe, 
% and to be kept as other the evidences of the ſaid 
« Towne and Bridge Lands are before lymited to be 
«« kept, and the ſame Wardens, Receivors, and Aſſiſt- 
cant to have for their paines reaſonable fees as ſhall 
« be thought meet by the Maior, Aldermen, Bur- 
I peſles, and Feoffees, or the moſt part of them. 

. Fifthly: Item: That the Maior, Aldermen, Bur- 
e gefles; and Feoffees, or the moſt part of them, ſhalj 
« yeerly upon the day of St. Matthias the Apoſtle, 
© make choice of two ſufficient men which ſhall be 
« called Treaſurers of the ſaid Town and Bridge 
« Lands; and being choſen, ſhall within one week 
« next following the faid choiſe, give in ſufficient ſe. 
* curity as ſhall be by the Major, Aldermen, Bur- 
* gelles,. and Ons, or the moſt part of them 
% 4 Ethought 
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2 thought litt, and allowed of, and for the yielding, 
« giving up at the yeer's end, or before if it ſhould 
be thought neceſſary by the Maior, Aldermen, Bur- 

«© geſſes, and Feoffees, ' or the moſt, part of them 

« thought fitt and appoynted, a true and Juſt accompt 

of all ſuch moneys as remayneth then in ſtock, and 

* the ſurpluſage of all accompts belonging to the 

« Town, Pariſh, or Bridge, and of all ſuch fines 

te and caſualties as are or ſhall be iſſuing out of the 

« faid lands, during the time of their or either of their 

t office: And that no other officer which hath re- 

« ceived any moneys for the Town or Bridge, ſhall 

© refuſe to bring in his aceompt at any time or place 

„ appoynted for bringing in his accompt, nor ſhall 

** refuſe to pay in his ſurpluſage, or remainder of his 

account, at the time and place appoynted, accord. 

e ing to the lymitation of the former article. 

«« Sextly : Item: That forthwith there be rayſed out 
e of the next fines or incomes that ſhall be made of the 
« ſaid lands or hereditaments, or of the Stocke now 
* remayning the ſum of twenty pounds which ſhall 
ebe imployed and beſtowed in a continual  Stocke 
or Store for ſetting the poore inhabitants bf the ſaid 
Town and Pariſh on work, by the direction of the 
_ © Major, Aldermen, Burgeſſes and Feoffees, or the 
« greater part of them, and the ſame not to be con- 
* verted to any other uſe or purpoſe, And farther 
that all the reſidue of the rents, iſſues, and profits, 
coming, raiſing, or growing out of the ſaid lands, 


vor of any Py thereof, be een henceforth from 
5. ume 
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« time to time, by the direftion and conſent of the 
„ Major, Aldermen, Burgeſſes, and Feoffees of the 
« ſame lands and tenements, or the moſt part of them» 
« imployed and beſtowed in payment of ſuch yeerly 
« rents and duties as are of right iſſuing and going 
out of the ſame, or towards the maintenance or 
« reparations of the ſaid long Bridge, and to and for 
« ſuch charitable, neceſſary, and reaſonable uſes 
and purpoſes, as the Maior, Aldermen, Burgeſſes, 
« and Feoffces there, or the moſt part of them, for 
© the time being, ſhall think meet and convenient, 
« And that no officers aforenamed ſhall pay any ſum 
* or ſums of money; or otherwiſe, than is before ex- 
* preſſed; but by the direction or conſent of the 
*« Mator, Aldermen, Hh ers and n or the 
© moſt part of them. | 
« Seventhly : Item: That the Feoffees now livieg, ; 
© before the Feaſt of St. Michael the Archangell next 
e enſuing, ſhall enfeoffee John Lendon, Anthony 
Dennis, Chriſtopher Tracey, John Shurte the 
„younger, Thomas Leach, Hugh Yoe, William 
„Heard, Philip Wadland, Anthony Davie, Walter 
« Parſon, - Richard Parſon, Nicholas Eire, - John 
« Sherman, Thomas Salterne, Walter Rew, Richard 
« Pjncombe, James Sanders, and Simon Haukeridge, 
** or as many of them as ſhall be then lyving, and 
their heirs, of all the ſaid enfeoffecd lands, tene- 
© ments, rents and bereditaments, and that from 
* thenceforth, from time to time, when and as often 
© as the feoffees for the time being, by death or other- 
Y 2 \ * wiſe 
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u iſe wal be diminiſhed, and but only the number 
of fix of them ſhall be lyving, they ſhall in like 
* manner enfeoffee ſo many others as ſhall make up 
«the number of eighteen or more of the inhabitants 
e of the ſaid town and pariſh of Bydeford : And that 
if at any time any of the ſaid feoffees ſhall withdraw 
* hisdwellingout ofthe ſaid town and pariſh, anddwell 
t elſewhere by the moſt part of two years togeather, 
e that then, the ſaid Feoffee or Feoffees ſo withdrawing 
his or their dwelling, ſhall upon lawfull and reaſon- 
able requeſt unto him or them made bythe reſt of the 
« Feoffees, or the moſt part of them for the time being, 
« releaſe to his or their Co-Feoffees all his or their 
- & eſtate and intereſt in the ſaid lands, tenements, and 
*+ hereditaments, whereof or wherein he or they ſhall 
* ſo ſtand and be ſeiſed, and this order to continue 
for ever. 
„ Eighthly : Item: That the Feoffees for os time 
a being, do from time to time ſurvaigh the foreſaid 
* Jands at publicke-ſurview Courts to be kept in the 
Ton Hall, or in ſome other publick place within 
the ſaid town, and that from time to time there be 
_ « always publick notice thereof given openly in the 
*. church of Bydeford three ſeveral Sundays, one fol- 
*«& lowing the other, after the morning prayer, and the 
« beſt Chapman at the ſaid Surview Courts therein, to 
te be heard for the things then to be letten; the Feof- 
« fees always having due reſpe& of the old Tenants, 
"28 * their — and Children, and * Inhabitants of 
the 
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« the ſaid town and pariſh before ſtrangers, in reaſon 
te able manner. And that they in every of their leaſes 
« and grants, do expreſs the lands therein to be leaſe? 
«tobe Townand Bridge lands of Bydeford, andthem- 
_ « ſelves Feoffees in truſt of the ſaid lands, reſerving 
© the ancient rents and ſervices, or more, upon every 
ce ſuch leaſe payable, as the ſame ſhall happen in poſ- 
* ſeſſion; yeerly, during the continuance of the ſaid 
e leaſes: And that upon any ſuch ſurview the leaſes ſo 
«tobe granted to be ingroſſed in parchment at the 
« charge of the ſame leaſes, and the counter-parts 
« thereof to be ſealed and kept, as other the evidences 
60 "0 the ſaid * are kept. 
| « Triſtram Arſcott. 
« Thomas DoQton. 

| | | « Philip Riſdon.“ | 

4 Under which certificate ſo made and ſubſcribed 
by the ſaid Commiſſioners as aforeſaid, were written 
« theſe words following ſubſcribed, alſo with the X X 
hands of the parties thereunder named, via. 

« We, the ſaid parties to this ſubmiſſion, do like 
« well and allow of all theſe Articles; and do moſt 
* humbly beſeech the Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor 
* of England, that the ſame may be decreed accord- 
* ingly. Gulielmus Eſtus, Rector Eccleſie, Byde- 
*« fordienſis, Edwardus Bootelar, deputat Record. 
« Johannes Prater, deputat Seneſchal, Alexander 
% Arundell, Anthony Arundell, Chriſtopher Tracey, 
* * Tayler, William Laurence, Complainants. 

2 . > OG John 
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© John Suzans, Aldred Stockombe, William Davie, 

« Defendants, John Suzans, Maior, John Lendon, 
Alexander Arundell, John Shurte; William Eare, 
William Davie, Anthony Dennis, Aldermen. 
« Chriſtopher Tracey, John Shurte, Thomas Leach, 
„Richard Mungey, Burgeſſes. John Shurte, Nich. 
e Fare, Anthony Davie, Walter Rew, Simon Hauke- 
© ridge, James Sanders, Thomas Leach, p 
* Wadland, Feoffees. 

« Item: Hereupon this a Terme of Eaſter, 
« that is to ſay, on Munday the 18th day of May, in 
« the yeere of the reign of our Soveraigne Lord James, 
« by the Grace of God, King of England, France, and 
Ireland the tenth, and of Scotland the forty-fifth : 
« By the Right Hon. Lord Elleſmere, Lord Chan- 
« cellor of England, and the High Court of Chancery, 
« by, and with the aſſent, and conſent of the parties, 
« plaintiffs, and defendants, their Councell learned, 
* and Attorneys in this Court, and alſo of all the 

« perfons aforenamed, and every of them, ordered, 
« adjudged and decreed, that the ſaid Articles ſo ſett 
« downe and agreed upon by the Commiſſioners afore- 
« ſaid, in the faid certificate, and every clauſe and 
ic ſentence therein contained, ſhall for ever hereafter 
* be obſerved, performed, fulfilled and kept according 
% to the tenor and true meaning of the ſame: And 
« that all the ſaid parties, plaintiffs, and defendants, ' 
und all others whom the premiſſes ſhall in any wiſe 
concern, 2 12 ever hereafter, be as 3 bound- 
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* en abs to all intents and purpoſes, as if the 
« ſaid Articles, and every of them had been judiciou/ly | 
« judicially] pronounced, upon a full and ſolemn 
« hearing of the ſaid canſe in open Court.” 

By the feoffment which was made in conſequence 
of this decree, it appears that the feoffment to John 
Sazans, Aldred Stockombe, William Davie, and 
John Babacombe, was dated January 14th, in the 


eighth year of Queen Elizabeth, i. e. 1565, by Wal- 


ter Babacombe, Richard Willet, and others, whoſe 
names are not mentioned. It is noticed alſo, that the 
Bridge holds lands and tenements in Barnſtaple, Lit- 
tle-Torrington, Comb-Martin, Alverdiſcot, Northam, 
Abbotſham, Weſtleigh, and ſeveral other places in the 
County of Devon, and the City and County 0 


Exeter. 
But notwithſtanding this vigorous and probably 


very expenſive ſuit, it appears that the remedies ap- 
plied by the Commiſſioners and the Court of Chancery 
by the above Decree, failed of their purpoſe; for in ſo 
ſhort a period as the year- 1619, the following bill of 
complaint was laid before the ſame Court. 
To the Right Honourable Francis Lord Verulam, 
7 Lord Chancellor of England. 

« Humbly complayning, ſheweth unto your mod 
&* Lordſhipp, your dayly Oratours, John Heard, now 
% Maior of Bydeford, Anno Domini, 1619, Antheny 


_ 0 


« Arundell, late Maior there, Anno Domini, 1618, 


Simon Weckes, Eſq. and Simon Tayler, two of the 
| 18 0 : | « Aldermen 
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„ 
V Aldermen of the ſaid Town ; That whereas in the 
Terme of the Holie Trinity, 1608, in the fixthe 
« yeere of the raigne of our Soveraigne Lord James, 
« the King's Majeſty, that now is Anthony Arundel, 
Alexander Arundell aforeſaid, Raimond Anthony, 
« merchant, Chriſtopher Tracey, John Lake, William 
Laurence, and the ſaid Simon Tayler, yeoman, of 
e the pariſh of Bydeford, in the County of Devon, in 
« the name of themſelves and of the reſt of the pa- 
„ xiſhoners and inhabitants of the ſaid pariſh of Byde- 
« ford, exhibited their bill of complaint into this 
« honourable Court of Chancery, againſt William 
_ « Davie, John Suzans, and Aldred Stockombe, defen- 
dants, declaring by the ſame NY &c. &c. 

1 &c. Cas in the aboye decree.] 
Rut ſo it is, may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, lcbrongh 
* the grounds of the ſaid complaints were very true 
« and juſt, and the eight articles before recited, very 
good and beneficial, both for the reparation and 
maintenance of the ſaid long Bridge, and for the 
1 commodity and comfort of all the inhabitants of the 
* ſaid Town and Pariſh of Bydeford, and for the 
* Country there adjoining, yet was the intent and 
meaning of ſome of the ſaid complaints, of other 
« ill diſpoſed perſons, inhabitants of Bydeford afore- 
re ſaid, nothing leſs than the performance of the ſaid 
Articles and Decree: But as the ſequell proveth 
«the ſame Decree was obtained by practice and com- 


bination between themſelyes, unconſcionable pre- 
| | . tences 
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ee eco purple and 9 as . 
c thoſe-evil affected perſons might procure themſeyes 
re to be: Feoffees.and Governors of the ſaid lands, and 


« the rents, "iſſues, and profits, and thereby at their 
« will and pleaſure, be enabled to convert and diſpoſe 
« the ſame in as bad and more diſorderly faſhion then 
« formerly it was: And more particularly to prove 
the ſame; unto your Lordſhip, your Oratours do 
e ſhew that before the ſaid. decree was made or any 
« of the ſaid Articles certified or penned by the ſaid 
© Commiſſioners, the ſaid John Suzans, William Da- 
vie, and Aldred Stockombe, did enfeoffee eighteen 
e perſons, which feoffment was duely executed and 
* moſt of the tenants of the ſaid Lands did attorne 
* and become tenants to your Oratours, John Heard, 
« and to the ſaid Richard Leach, and ſome other f 
« the ſaid Feoffees, in the name of all the reſidue of 
«them. And ſheweth unto your Lordſhip: after the 
© ſaid Feoffment ſo made and executed, a Court of 
« Survaigh was called and kept for ſetting and deviſing 
“ ſome of the ſaid Bridge Lands; at which Court there 
_ « was offered, and would be given, for a reverſion of 
« ſome lands there, in the tenure: of the ſaid John 
Fhurte, ten pounds, but the ſaid John Shurte, 
named in the decree before recited to be one of the 
te new. feoffees, who was the only man that could 
« rule and carry moſt of the other feoffees, being ſea- 
* faring and unlearned men, having a purpoſe to have 
the ſame leaſed to himſelf for the term aforeſaid, did 


— 


| 15 * plyed, the feoffees ſhould have a quarte or pottell 


„ Oratour, Heard, refuſed to join in the ſaid leaſe, 
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ee e ee e d e and procured 
e leaſe thereof to be made to himfelf, or to his chil- 
Aren or friends, to his ufe, without any conſidera- 
tion: Whereupon your Lordſhip's Oratour John 
Heard, demanding what fine and income the Bridge 
_ & ſhould have for the ſame, the ſaid John Shurte re- 


« of wine, or words to the like effect, whereapon your 


« and for that caufe the ſaid John Shurte, and John 
Lenden, ſometimes Alderman of the faid town, and 
« principall Feoffees of the ſaid pretended Feoffment, 
u and ſuch others of the ſaid Feoffees as were there his 
* allies, friends and confederates, did cancell, burn, 
e deface or make void the ſaid. Feoffment, as much 
c Suzans, Davie, and Stockombe, to make unto them 
A new Feoffment, leaving your Oratour Heard and 
« the faid Richard Leach out of the ſame, who never 
* ſurrendered their right and intereſt in them veſted 
« 2s aforeſaid, and then fearing left they ſhould be 
«« queſtioned for ſuch their diſorder, the faid Shurte 
„ and the reſt of their accomplices procured the com- 
, miſſion, articles and certificate mentioned in the 
L decree, to be penned and profecuted by their direc- 
« tion, and thereupon, by conſent and agreement 

* amongſt themſelves, obtayned the ſaid decree, as 
by the fame appeareth, to the abuſe and diſhonor of 
F. wn. 
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„ Oratours, Anthony r Tuben 
and ſome other Complainants: likewiſe in that ſuit, 
« were. never called nor made acquainted. And 
* ſheweth unto your Lordſhip, that after the ſaid de- 
« cree obtained as aforeſaid, according to the direc- 
© tion of the firſt and ſecond Articles therein mon- 
« tioned, the faid John Shurte did procure a leager 
© Booke made, and therein is written a ſurvaie of the 
5 ſaid Bridge and Town lands, and all the rents, ſer- 
1 yices, and eſtates, be therein ſett down or not, as 
by the ſaid Article is directed to be done, for that 
« the ſaid Shurte alone, and few or none elſe that be 
* now lyving do know all the ſame lands. And ſher 
that the third Article is in no wiſe performed, for 
that the Deeds and Evidences are not brought in, 
« ind putt in ſafe cuſtodie, as in the ſaid third Article 
« is declared: but ſome few of the {aid Evidences are 
brought in, and the reſt kept by the ſaid Jhujte 
alone in private to himſelf, whois tenant in part of 
« the ſaid lands, and, as it is to be feared intends to 
joyne the ſame to his own lands which are next ad- 
« joyning, time having worn out the antient men that 
*# knew the bounds thereof. And further ſhew, that 
« the fourth Article is broken in the moſt materiall 
“points for diverſe years paſt fince the ſaid Decree 
© made, for no Wardens, or Aſſiſtant have been choſen 
„ Wardens, or Receivors of the rents and profitts of 
« the ſaid Lands, according to the direction of the ſaid 
" Article: But ſuch as bave been choſen, have eyther 
2 2 4 not 


e 
© not geen any accompt-at all, or refuſed to pay over | 

the ſurpluſage reſting on their accompts, to the ſuc- 
_ *© ceeding Receivors, as by the ſaid Article is appoynt- 
*ed to be done: And ſheweth farther, that the ſaid 
e fifth Article is broken likewiſe, for that the ſaid John 

* Shuxte, being one of the Wardens and Receivors of 
« the ſaid rents, in Anno Domini. 1611; did receive 
© and take into his hands, the ſurpluſage of money 
e that reſted on the former Wardens accompts, 
* amounting to the ſum of one hundred and two 


pounds or thereabouts, and did likewiſe receive 


« more in his ſaid yeere, of the ſaid rents, iſfues, and 

« profitts of the ſaid lands, the ſum of two hundred 
«© and one pounds more, or thereabouts, for which he 

© hath given no accompt hitherto, nor entered into 
e any ſecurity to make accompt, and to reſtore, and to 
< pay over the ſurplufage of money that ſhould reſt in 
« his hands, as by the ſaid Article-is lymited. And in 
% Anno Domini, 1613, 1614, and 1613, one Thomas 
* Leach, and Anthony Davie, two of the pretended 
© Feoffees, being Wardens and Receivors, did in like 
* manner, make breach of the ſaid Article, receiving 
re the iſſues and profitts of the ſaid lands, with the re- 
„ mainder of the money that came from the former 
„ Wardens, yet gave no ſecurity according to this Ar- 
« ticle, but refuſed ſo todo; And hath brought in an 
« accompt which your Oratours doubt not to prove 
« falſe and unperfett. And ſhew likewiſe, that the 
* ſixte Article hath been rang for moſt yeers ſince 
1 4: « the 


1 


de the ſaid Decree made, ebe | 
« therein mentioned, bath not been employed in 


« ſtocke to the relief and ſetting on.worke of the poor 
0 inhabitants of the ſaid Town, albeit, there have been 
«rayſed out of the ſaid lands, five or ſix hundred 
« pounds at leaſt, ſince the ſaid Decree made: And 
« alſo-in that, John Sherman, marriner, Warden and 


e Receivor of the ſaid rents, Anno Domini, 4618, 


and 1619, did detaine the ſum in his hands, and re- 
44 fuſed to deliver and pay any part thereof towards 
© the repayring, enlarging, and building of the key of 


« Bydeford, adjoyning to the ſaid long Bridge, and 


« for ſtrengthening of the ſame, being a worke very 


e chargeable, and for the genrall good of the Town 
and pariſh of Bydeford aforeſaid, and of the whole 
de country, albeit the ſaid Sherman were appoynted 


« and required by your Lordſhip's Oratour, Anthony 
4% Arundell, then Maior of the Town of Bydeford 
© aforeſaid, as by the ſaid ſixt Article is directed: 
« And the ſaid work was contrived, begun and per- 
© feted upon deliberate adviſe, conſultation, and 


* conſideration of John Suzans, then Maior, and of 
* all the Aldermen, and Capitall Burgeſſes, and the 
s beſt Inhabitants of the ſaid Town, and by the ſaid 


John Shurte, John Lendon, John Sherman, and 


Thomas Leach themſelves. And ſheweth alſo, - 


** that by the ſeaventh Article the combination afore- 


* ſaid, plainly appeareth for that it is thereby direct- 


ed what OY ſhould be enfeoffed by the ſaid old 


65 © Feollees, a 


' » Feofers, that is to ſay, the ſaid John Lendon, John 
1 « ſelves, who have ever been the chief offenders and miſ- 


| and who have power over all, or the moſt part of 


u made by the ſaid Feoffees, they having formerly en- 


** cared. And touching the eight and laſt Article, 


* known, and publiſhed in the Town and Pariſh of 


made by the combination aforefaid, and under co- 
_ © Decree ſpecified, is merely void, and of no force in 


* Jaw, which hath now begott ſuch a mutiny and 
« diftration among the now pretended Feoffees and 


_ *-riſhes and places near adjoyning, that the pretended 


(i) 


* Shurte, Thomas Leach, and John Sherman, them= 


% employers of the iſſues and profitts of the ſaid lands; 


© the reſte of the faid Feoffees, to rule them att their 
* pleaſure, which feoffment could not lawfully be ſo 


* feoffed the ſame to your ſaid Oratours, Heard, and 
s Leach, who never gave up their right as before de- 


* zppoynting how and in what manner the ſaid Feof- 
© fees ſhould ſett and deviſe the ſaid land,, ſo it is 
* may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, it being now generally 


« Bydeford aforeſaid, and in moſt places and patiſhes 
near adjoyning, that the firft feoffment lawfully 
made and executed by the old Feoffees, was never 
* lawfully avoyded, and thereby the ſecond feoffment 


© lour of the ſaid good and charitable pretences in the 


* their Fenants, and moſt of the inhabitants of the 
* fard Town and Pariſh of Bydeford, and of the Pa- 


Feoffees, did fear and diſtruſt their own power and 
e to * leaſes and ellates, and the old te- 
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e nants, — area Ne 
« and eſtates of the ſaid lands, are in like fear to deal 
therein. e yiurOratours, eee 
your Lordſhip, that about years laſt paſt, one 
John Andrew, deceaſed, being then an Alderman 
« of the ſaid Town of Bydeford, out of his love and 
good diſpofition to advance and ſupport the credit 
and reputation of the ſaid Town, and Corporation 
and teſtament, give and deviſe to the Maior of By- 
« deford for the time being, and to his and their ſuc- 
« ceffors for ever, the reverſion of a meſſuage and cer- 
© tain lands in Bydeford aforeſaid, of the cleer yearly 
value of ten pounds, beſides repriſes which ſhould 
« come unto the ſaid Maior and his ſacceffors, imme- 
« diately after the death of Katerne Andrew, then his 


« wife :* But now ſo it is may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


that all the ancient evidences of the ſaid lands, doth 
<«.publiſh and give forth, that the ſaid John Andrew, 
did buy and purchaſe the ſaid lands, in the name of 
the faid John Shurte, deceaſed. It was made by 

« the ſaid John Andrew, of mere truſt and confidence 
by him, repoſed in the ſaid John Shurte, who was 


© his brother-in-law, and fo much in effect, the fad 


John Shurte, in his life time, did confeſs and ac- 
* knowledge that the ſaid lands were bought and pur- 
* chaſed with the proper money and goods of the ſaid 
John Andrew, and all which' is well-known unto 
* the faid 7 Shurte, now hyving, who hath in 
9 LD. effect 


n 

« eff confeſſed the e pats Dee hin be 
N vill on his corporall oath in anſwer hereto ſett forth 
* and declare. All which tenderly conſidered, your 
_ < Oratours humbly pray your Lordſhip to graunt un- 
to them, his Majeſtie's moſt graciouſe writ of ſub- 
* pna, out of his Highneſſe moſt Honourable Court 


4 of Chancery, to be directed unto the ſaid John Len- 


« don, John Shurte, John Sherman, Thomas Leach, 
* and John Babacombe, commanding them and every 
< of them thereby, ad a certain day, and under a cer- 
e tain pain therein to be lymitted, perſonally to appear 
before your Lordſhip, in his Majeſties ſaid Court of 
Chancery, then and there upon their corporall oaths, 
© to anſwer the premiſes, and to diſcover; ſett forth 
* and declare, what deeds and evidences they or any 
e of them, or any other perſon or perſons, by or with 
their conſent or privitie, have or hath concerning 
any of the ſaid Bridge or Town lands, or any of the 
« faid lands given by the ſaid John Andrew, to the 

* Maior of Bydeford aforeſaid, and to his ſucceſſors ; 
and more particularly to expreſs and ſett-down the 
number and certainty of the ſaid deedsand evidences, 
« and what lands they and every of them do contain, 
* and in whoſe hands and cuſtodie they do remayne : 
And alſo upon their corporall oathes, to ſett forth a 
e tre and perfect accompt of, all ſums of money by 
4 them received and paid out of the rents, iſſues, and 
E profits of the ſaid lands, in the year they or any 
« of them are charged to be Treaſurer, Warden, or 


0 KReceivor, 


(299 5. | / 
« N thereof as aforeſaid, and how angelic ro- 
« mayneth upon their accdtnpt ; and alſo to bring into 
« this honourable Court the Feoffment firſt made by 
« the old Feelfees ; and to ſett forth how and by 
« whom the ſame was cancelled. and by what power 
« and authority the ſecond Feoffment was made, and 
« by whoſe adviſe and counſell: And that the ſaid 
ce John Babacombe do ſhew why he ſhould not re- 
« jnfeoffee the ſaid land. And if it ſhall appear unto 
e this Court that the firſt feoffment made unto your 
« Oratour. Heard do yet remayne in force as he is ad- 
« yiſed by his Councell it doth, then will he be ready 
« to re- infeoffee the ſame to fuch of the beſt inhabi- 
te tants of the ſaid Town and Pariſh of Bydeford, as 
« by the moſt part of the inhabitants of the ſaid town * 
« and patiſh ſhall be thought fitt and certified to your 
* Lordſhip: And all your Oratours do humbly pray. 
« your Lordſhip, that it may be again decreed by his 
« honourable Court, that the ſaid eight Articles may. 
te be in all points obſerved for ever heteafter, by all 
« thoſe that ſhall be Feoffees of the ſaid lands here- 
« after, and all others whom it may concern hereafter, 
« nd all Feoffees thereof, with the adviſe, councill | : | 
and allowance of the Maior of Bydeford for the 
« time being, and of the Aldermen, and Burgeſſes of 
© the ſame, or of the moſt part of them, from time to 
« time, may, by the ſaid new decree, have power to 
add any new Articles, or make bye laws and ordi- 
| | Aa „Tunances, 


* 
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© .nances, for the good diſpoſing and well ordering the 


rents, iſſues, and profitts of the ſaid Bridge and Town 
lands, as by them, or the moſt part of them, in their 
1% diſcretion” ſhall be thought fitt; the ſaid Town 


« ſtanding in a creeke, within two miles of the maine 


„ ſea, and much increaſed in ſhipping, mariners, 
1 tradeſmen, and people, ſince the laſt decree obtain- 


ed, which doth, and will perpetually hereafter re- 
_ ** quire change and alteration in the government 


er thereof, for the benefit of all the inhabitants, and 


A country adjoining: And as in duety bindeth, your 
Oratours will dayly pray for your Lordſhip's long 
* and proſperouſe health and happineſs.” . | 


What followed in conſequence of this bill of com- 
plaint does not appear, nor have I been able to find 


after all my ſearch and enquiry how it terminated ; 
though it is probable that no new decree was iſſued, as 
| the Feoffees ever ſince have been guided by the Arti- 


_ contained in that aforegoing. 
The Bridge underwent a thorough repair, and had, 


in particular, its walls e their e e in 


the year 1638. 
In the year 1788, e m built for the 


uůſe of the Feoffees in tranſacting the buſineſs belong - 


ing to the Bridge; with a ſchool- room adjoining.— 
The front of this ſtructure, which is oppoſite to the 
town-hall, and near the Bridge, is ornamented with 
the Royal Arms, thoſe of the Bridge, ¶ i. e. a Bridge 
with a veſſel proper on a 12 field] of John Cleve- 

2 


( 15 
land, Eſq. and of Lewis Buck, Eſq. in whoſe mayor- 
alty the edifice was erected. n + good} | 
walk, wainſcatted, ſlated, and ſeated. _ 
The Bridge ſtock, at preſent, excluſive of angual 
rents, is about ſix hundred and fifty pounds. 
It is a pity that more care has not bean taken to 
preſerve the knowledge of the lands belonging to the 
Bridge, and alſo of their reſpective boundaries. A 
ſurvey to that purpoſe ought to be held, at leaſt, once 
in three years; but it is now more een 
fince ſuch a ſurvey was taken. 
The exiſting: fund and its encreaſe- ought alſo, I ; 
ſhould humbly think, be appropriated to the advances 
ment of ſome manufacturing purpoſe, by which the 
yhole pariſh and neighbourhood might be benefited. 
Or whether, as the Bridge is extremely narrow, the 
application- of its fund to the widening of it, (if the 
defign ſhould be found practicable, and the expence 
ſufficiently moderate) would not be a wiſe and benefi- 
cial plan, I leave to the general voice, and the conſi- 
deration of the Feoffees to determine, | 
From the Bridge, I beg leave to ſtep upon the 
Quay, which is ſo long and commodious, that the 
mind immediately feels a wiſh to ſee it well graced. 
with veſſels and merchandize, 
When this was the caſe, all tolls or 3 were 
claimed by the corporation, who deputed proper oſſi- 
cers for the receiving i — for the ebe of . 
the ſhipping. . | * 
A a 2 * By 


* * 


5 ( wb ) | 
By the bill of complaint juſt recited, it appears that 


the Quay was originally built at the expence of the 
Town; and from the rt, order this is con- 


firmed: 
ac: Bydeford, March 9, 1663 :- Fonifirach x as it is 


4 fully pufpoſed by us to ere& and build a new Key 
« within this Towne, and foraſmuch alſo, as that 
* worke will require a great ſum of money to defray 
the charges thereof: It is therefore this day order- 

sed, concluded and eſtabliſhed, That what money 

« hereafter ſhall be employed and beſtowed in and 
« about the building of the ſaid Key, over and above 

te ſuch money, as ſhall be voluntarily given by perſons 
© towards the ſame work, ſhall be rayſed out of the 

„ fines made of the Bridge and Towne lands: And 

* what money ſhall be wanting. to ſupply the ſame 
worke, ſhall be procured by ſuch as Mr. Maior 

« ſhall order, to be again repaid with intereſt, unto the 
* ſaid perſon or perſons, withthe firſt moneys that ſhall 

© be 1 out of the ſaid lands. Witneſs our hand; 

| Abraham Heiman, Maior. , 

William Reeve. - 

George Middleton, 

e John Darracott. 
. John Froſt. 
John Drake. 
Robert Boole 
Thomas Gearing, 
Robert Merſh.“ 


( oY $ ; 
| * Th fame fac in allo rendered, if poſe ai rs p 
clear, by the following: 
Orders and agreements made the 5th day & 
« October, in the 12th yeere of the Raigne of our 
«'Soveraigne, Lord King Charles of England, &c. 
A. D. 1636. By the Maior and the Teſt of 
the Counſell of this Towne, of ſuch fees as the 
1 Water Bayliffe ſhall take towards the ds A. of 
«the Kaye and Layer: 
AlImprimus: Itt is ordered and agreed on, that 
„ the Water Bayliffe ſhall have his place during his 
« life, except it be that he doe abuſe or miſbehave - 
« himſelf in his place or office, either in not repayring 
« the Kaye as need ſhall require, or in neglecting his 
e office on thoſe that hurt or ſpoyle the Layer, or in 
not making the Layer as is neceſſary and fitting, or 
« in wronging any perſon, (by taking extraordinary 


« fees) that ſhall repayre or come to this Towne: if 


ehe doth, to be put out of this place and office, if it 
e pleaſe the Maior, and the moſt part of the Counſell 
« of this Towne. -—- | 
Item: Itt is ordered and agreed on, that if the 
Company of any Barque, Ship, Long Troughe, or 
© Pinnace whatſoever, ſhall throw out in the Layer, 
any ſtones or ballaſt, except it be upon great necel- _ 
* ſity, and upon ſuch neceſlity, firſt, to have leave of 
the Maior or the Superviſors of the Kaye, and that 
* {ſuch ſtones or ballaſt fo thrown out, be not carryed. 

f away within three tydes next after the ſame being 
46 *lo 
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| 4 ſo thrown- out at fartheſt, then.tha comenchands 
« ſhall pay to the Water Bayliffe towards the making 
* of the Layer, and repayring of the Kaye, the ſum 
© of iii 5 and ii d and for non payment thereof, att 
en the firſt demand, to take it by diltrels 09-500 os 
«* der's goods. 
Item: If the Owner, . 
* any ſhip above the burthen of forty tuns, doe digg 
d in the Layer to grave his ſhip, they or one of them, 
is to pay to the Water Bayliffe for ſo doing towards 
*. the cleaning of the Layer, #3 s and for every one 
Above twenty tuns, and under forty tuns, ii s and for 
any one under twenty tuns, is (which money is to 
*« be rayſed and paid for, and towards the repayring of 
© the Kaye, ) to the Water Bayliffe ; and if any refuſe 
« to pay it, then to complain, firſt to Mr. Maior, and 
« by his order to take it by diſtreſs of the owner's 
Ege 
Item: Whoſoever doth trim his ſhip above water 
* att the Kaye, and not grave her and dig the Layer, 


% ſhall pay towards the maintenance of the ſaid Kaye 


5 as followeth, viz. for every ſhip above the burthen 
Ln of forty tuns 2 5. for every ſhip above twenty tuns, 
1 and leſs than forty vi d. and for every ſhip leſs than 
« twenty tuns iii d. and ſo to be leavyed as aforeſaid, 
Item: The Owner, Maſter, or his Servants, of 
every ſhip that comes ta the Kaye, ſhall pay for 
% moorage or kayage towards the repayring of the 
70 hou and An as n viz. The Owner be. 
« ' ing 


6 3 9 3 
b e pay for every ſhip above the 
« barthen of forty tuns #'s. for every ſhip above the 


* burthen of thirty tuns, and leſs than forty tuns 
=: viii d. and for every one of leſs burthen than twenty 
« tuns ini d. except it be a ſmall pinnace, for which 
« they are to pay ii d. But the Owner being a free- 
*© man, ſhall pay for every ſhip above the burthen of 
« forty tuns vi d. for every ſhip above the burthen of 
« thirty tuns, and leſs than forty tuns ini d. and for 
e every one of lefs burthen than twenty tuns ii d. ex- 
« cept it be a fmall pinnace, for which they are to 
% pay i d. And in refuſing to pay it, to leavy it by 
« diſtreſs, and for want of diſtreſs, to repayre for a 
« warrant, to arreſt the partie ſo refuſing. | 
Item: Whatſoever townſman or ſtranger's ſkip or 
t barque ſhall break down any part of the kaye, the 
* Maſter or owner of ſuch veſſell (upon notice there- 
* of to him given,) ſhall repayre it att the Owner's 
© proper coſts and charges, or agree with the Water 
« Bayliffe for the repayring of the ſame; if not to 
« leavy ſufficient diſtreſs upon ſuch offender's goods, 
* whereby to repayre the ſame. l 
«Item: It is ordered and agreed on, that E agly 

* perſon throw out any ſand in the Layer at the Kaye, 
* ſuch perſon ſhall pay to the Water Bayliffe for every 
-* ſuch offence i s. and yet not to doe it without leave 
© of the Water Bayliffe, whereby he may ſee to have 
* it cleaned away again out of the Layer. | 


be Item: Tf any ö 
« either 
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4 „iter to land, take aboard goods or tac 
* and cannot come unto the Kaye for others that lye 
there having no occaſion there ſo to remain, Then 
« we. ordain the Water-Bayliffe to give the Owners 
© of ſuch veſſells there ſo lyeing, notice thereof, to hall | 
te them away, that others may come in their places 
« for to load and unload as they ſhall have occaſion : 
« And if the Owners refuſe to give place to others as 
e above written, then, after warning given them, and 
« they ſo refuſing to doe it, we doe authoriſe the Wa- 
te ter-Bayliffe to unmore them, and to put them off, 
that others may come in their places. 
Item: If any throw out any ballaſt or lymeſtones 
in any place by the Strand, either by the eaſt fide 
s of the Bridge or the weſt fide thereof, where ſhip; 
and barques uſually do lye, ſuch perſon ſhall pay 
, to the Water-Bayliffe iii 3. and iiii d. for every ſuch 
e offence if it ſo remayne above three tydes, for it may 
_ « endanger other ſhips and barquesthat may come in the 
e meane time, that cannot have water to float to the 
% Kaye, therefore the Water-Bayliffe is to appoynt 
« where they ſhall throw out the ir lymeſtones, or other 
* ſuch ballaſt in ſuch places, where it may lye without 
* endangering/any one that ſhall come to the Strand 
s to lye his ſhip or barque there. a 
Item: If any one digg in the Layer any where 
by the Strand, at or near the Kaye, to grave his 
e ſhip or barque, if he be a forrayner he is to pay tothe 
25 8 as followeth, vizt, for every ſhip 
7 | above 


\ 


We. ao? AS. GE. » 


it) 
above the burthen of forty tuns 18. for every ole 
« above the burthen of twenty tuns and under fort? 


e tuns vi d. and for every one of leſs burthen than 


« twenty tuns iti d. But if he be a Free Burgeſs he ſhall 
e pay as followeth, vizt. for every ſhip above the 
&« burthen of forty tuns vi d. and for every ſhip above 


« twenty tuns and under forty iii d. and for every 


« one of leſs burthen than twenty tuns ii d. and to be 
« leavyed as aforeſaid.” _ hk 
Thele articles were renewed at various times ; and 
the laſt copy of them that I have ſeen, is entitled, 
« Orders and Directions for Mr. Robert Wren, 
„Water Bailiff and Kay Maſter, and Mr. John 
« Smith, his Aſſiſtant, made in the Guildhall of Bide- 
„ford, the 16th November, 1702.” X 
From all this it is ſufficiently apparent, that the 
Quay, and all the benefits ariſing from it, belong to 
the Corporation, and that in them the right of ap- 
pointing a Water Bailiff and regulating fees, &c. pro- 
perly lies. But the Lord of the Manor enjoys, at 
preſent all theſe privileges, and farms them out to the 
beſt Bidder ; and the conſequence is, that the owners 


of veſſels are open to the moſt exorbitant impoſitions. 
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M. John 3 8 Aae * 
Mayor of Bideford, was one of the moſt con- 
. fiderable- benefactors this town ever enjoyed. The 
year of his death Jam unacquainted with, as he is un- 
| regiſtered. - By his laſt will dated October 20, 1605, 
he deviſdd: after the death of Katherine his wife, a 
meſſuage with burgaſes, orchard, and a cloſe of land 
called Culver Park, to ſeveral perſons in truſt, for the 
uſe of the Mayor of Bideford for the time being ;— 
&« Alſo that when all the ſaid deviſees in truſt ſhould die 
except two or three, that then the ſaid two or three 
ſurvivors were to grant and enfeoffee all the faid pre- 
miſes to eight or more perſons of good credit dwelling 
in the ſaid town and pariſh, and to their heirs, to 


- — 
a 981 per- 
= 4 y 4 
* 


* 
F 


perform his intent and meanipg before expreſſed” It 
is then added as follows: with . ſuch proviſo and 


condition in every reſpect as hereby my. ſaid deviſees 
are bound unto, and in and upon all the demiſes 


« and leaſes to be made by my ſaid deviſees, or moſt 


«« part of them, or by their feoffees,” or grants, or by 
« any claiming in, by or under them, there ſhall be 
© reſerved to be paid to the leſſees twenty-ſix ſhillings 
« and eight pence, fix ſhillings and eight pence of 


* which to be kept to the ule of the ſaid leſfors for the 


« time being, towards their care and pains to be taken 


* therein, the other twenty ſhillings. to be diſtributed | 
from time to time yearly, by the ſaid deviſees or the 
* moſt part of them, or by ſuch as ſhall have and 


« claim the premiſes in, by, from, or under them, to 
* and for the relief of the. poor of the faid town and 
« pariſh of Bideford, according to their diſcretions : 


« Andalſo1 do hereby give and deviſe to them the ſaid 


Thomas Leigh, William Leigh, Jobn Shurte, Wil- 
« liam Andrew, John Lendon, William Jones, and 
Edward Browne, and to their Heirs for ever, all 


my cloſe of land commonly called. IHree Acres, which 
© I purchaſed of John Berryman deceaſed, to the in- 
te tent'that from and after my death, according to their 


e diſcretions, they or the moſt part of them, ſhall de- 
« miſe and leaſe the ſame for a yearly rent to the ut- 
0 termoſt value, whereof three ſhillings and four-pence 
«to be yearly to the leſſors to their own uſe, and the 
(c * reſidue of the ſaid rent to be beſtowed and diſtribut- 
B b 2 8 ed 


355 t 60 
4 ed for the relief of the poor of the ſaid town and pa- 
_ * iſh of Bideford, according to the diſcretion of the 
& ſaid leſſors, or the ſurvivors of them. And further 
my intent and meaning is, that when all the ſaid de- 
© viſees ſhall die except two or three of them, that then 
e the two or three ſurviving ſhall enfeoffee eight or 
© more perſons of good credit, of the ſaid town and 
< pariſh, to the uſe and intent before expreſſed, and 
4 to their feoffees, and all other hereafter claiming by, 
© from, or under them to do the like, 

« Alſo I do give forty. ſhillings to be diſtributed 
* immediaiely after my death to poor people, by the 
* diſcretion of my executors and overſeers or ſome of 
» them: And alſo my will is, that my executrix ſhall 
* deliver upon requeſt unto the Mayor, Aldermen 
* and Burgeſſes, of Bideford aforeſaid, forty ſhillings 
* to the intent, -that the ſame may, be, by them and 
* their ſucceſſors, lent, and diſburſed for the good of 
* the poor people of the ſaid Town, as they ſhall 
cc think moſt fitt and convenient.“ 
It appears from the following Decree of the Court 
of Chancery, that this will was not fully executed: 
Charles, by the Grace of God, dc, &c. the ſeventh 

* day of February, in the twelfth year of our reign, 
te between the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgeſles, of 
the borough and mannor of Bideford, in the county 
* of Devon, plaintiffs, and William Leigh, William 
10 Johnes, William Andrew, and others defendants: 
ſe umd, as this Court was s this day informed by 
7 1 Mr, 


| ( 189 ) 4 5 "i 

« Mr, Talbot, being of the plaintiff's counſell, that 
« John Andrew, ſometime Maior of Bideford, being 
« ſeized in fee of the reverſion of a a meſſuage, &c. 
« [as above,] by his will deviſed the ſame to the de- 
ti fendants, and others fince deceaſed, and their heirs, 
« to the intent they might leaſe the ſame to the Mayor 
« of the ſaid town, for the time being, during his 
« Mayoralty, who ſhould covenant to Keep it in re- 
« pair; And when all the deviſees, except two or 
three ſhould die, a feoffment ſhould be made to 
« other perſons, to the intent aforeſaid, and did alſo ap- 
« point twenty ſhillings yearly to be thereout diſtributed 
« to the poor there, and ſix- ſhillings and eight- pence 
« to the deviſees. And that it being a ſea town, and 
« populous, and the orchard and cloſe lying near the 

es ſea, and convenient to build on, divers are deſirous 
* to take leaſes for three lives, or ninety-nine years, 
« determinable upon ſuch lives, to build upon the 
* ſame, and are willing to pay fines and good rents, to 
*« condition to keep them in repair „ which will be a 
1 great improvement thereof, and very beneficial to the 
« Mayor for the time being, for the ſupportment of 
his place, to which end the plaintiffs have requeſted _ 
e the defendants to make leaſes, and the deviſees be- 
e ing all dead, but the defendants to enfeoffee others 
« therein, and to let the meſſuage and garden to ſome 
« ſufficient perſon and perſons, who ſhall covenant to 
* keep it in repair; And to yield it up to the Maior, 
Fit he dchres to dyell 1 in it upon fix weeks warning ; 


T7 And 


— — 


—_ —— — 
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* 


c 1 that tha! 8 might be decreed by this Wer ö 


0 graceful to the town, and profitable to the Mayor 


creed ſo, as the twenty ſix· ſhillings and eight · pence 


« ſubmit that a decree ſhould paſs accordingly. It is 


* c6nſent, that the ſaid defendants ſhall at the requeſt 
= Aldermen for the time being ſhall appoint : And the 


. © to time, make leaſes of the ſeveral parcels of the ſaid 


_« ninety-nine years, ' determinable upon three lives, 
or any of them unto any perſon that will take the 
s ſame to build upon, reſerving goods rents, ſuch and 
«to ſuch perſons as the Mayof and Aldermen for the 


vs much as the ſame ſhall be worth, with covenants to 


«the plaintiffs: have exhibited their bill, SWIRL 
the defendants, by their anſwers, have ' confeſſed 
« that the ſame will be good for the common wealth, 


« thereof for the time being, i in the encreaſe of his year- 
ly revenue, were contented the ſame ſhould be de- 


ger anmum, might be thereout reſerved according to 
« the will, which conſent of the defendants was now 
« acknowledged, by Mr. Glaſſcock, being of the de- 
ie fendants Counſell' now put in Court, who did now 


c thereupon ordered and decreed according to the ſaid 


«of the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen, enfeoffee and 
« convey the premiſes to ſuch perſons as the Mayor and 


« devilees before ſuch feoffment or conveyance ſhall 
« he made, and the feoffees afterwards ſhall from time 


© ofchard, cloſe, and premiſes, for three lives, or 


« time being ſhall appoint: And that they ſhall leaſe 
i the meſſuage and garden at an yearly rent, for as 


60 5620 
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9 repair it And to avoid the poſſeſſion thereof in "4 | 
« weeks warning, if the Mayor for the time being ſhalt 
i deſire to dwell in it: And that all the rents ſhalb 


be paid to the Mayor for the time, being. And 
« it is alſo ordered and decreed, that the Mayor ſhall 


« pay the ſame twenty-ſhillings per annum to the poor 


« of the Town, and. ſix-ſhillings and eight-pence to 
« the deviſees, and their heirs and aſſigns, according 
« to the will: And that the fines taken for leaſing the 
«© premiſes, ſhall go to the benefit of the Mayor for the 


« time being, for the ſupportment of the charge of 
« their office, provided that this decree ſhall not pre- 


10 * judice any other perſons who are no parties there 
" unto.” Dated the 23d February, 1696. 
In conſequence of this W was made the fol- 


lowing. Feoffment. hi 
This Indenture made the lch * of May, Anno 


0 Domini 1637, in the 1gth year of the Reign of our 


« Sovereign. Lord Charles, &c. &c. between William 


« Leigh, of Northam, in the County of 'Devon, Eſq. 
« William Andrew, of Weare-Gifford, yeoman, and' 


William Johnes, the elder, of Bideford, blackſmith 


« of the one part; and Anthony Dennis, of Orleigh, 


« in the County aforeſaid *Eſq. Philip Ilacke, derkes 
Rector of the pariſh church of Bideford, John 


« Berry, gent. Philip Wadland, John Andrew, Wal- 
« liam Davie, John Davie, William Collacott, Philip 
« Beale, and Robert Marſh of the other part: Whereas, 
15 e a Bill of en heretofore exixibued 5 
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and that the faid William Leigh, William Andrew, 


; QO(w) 
& the Mayor, Aldermen, and capital 1 of the 
e Borough Town and Mannor of Bideford afoteſaid, 
« in the High Court of Chancery, againſt them the 
« ſaid William Leigh, William Andrew, and William 


7 Johnes, the ſurviving deviſees in truſt for the uſe 


1 and benefis of the Mayor of the faid Town for the 


« time being. It was on Tueſday the ſeventh day of 


February, in the twelfth year of the reign of our 
„Sovereign Lord King Charles, ordered and de- 
« creed by the faid Court, that the ſaid William Leigh, 


* William' Andrew, and William Johnes, ſhould at 


ei the-requeſt of the Mayor and Aldermen of Bideford 


_ © aforefaid, enfeoffee and convey a certain meſſuage, 
e orchard, garden, and cloſe of land called Culver 


Park, in Bideford, to ſuch perſons as the ſaid Mayor 
«© and Aldermen for the time being ſhould appoint, 


* and William Johnes before ſuch feoffment or con- 


« veyance ſhould be made, and the Feoffees after- 


* wards ſhould, from time to time, make leaſes of the 
« ſeveral parcells of the faid orchard, cloſe and pre- 


— 0 miſſes for three lives or ninety-· nine years, &c. &c. 
vide the decree,) Now this Indenture witneſſeth, 


e that the ſaid William Leigh, William Andrew, and 
„William Johnes, in obedience unto the ſaid order 
« and decree, and in accompliſhment and performance 
* of the laſt will and teſtament of John Andrew, late 


of Bideford aforeſaid, deceaſed, by the appointment 
* of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgeſſes, of 


e 08 ** Bideford 


( 193 *. 

15 Bideford aforeſaid, have granted, aliened, enfeof. 
« feed and confirmed, and in and by theſe preſents do 
« grant, alien, enfeoffee, and confirm unto the ſaid 
« Anthony Dennis, &c. &c. and their heirs, all and fin- 
& gular the ſaid meſſuage, garden, orchard, and cloſe 
« of land, with the appurtenances, and all houſes, 
cc edifices, and buildings i in and upon the fame, and 
« the rents, reverſions, and ſervices of the premiſes, 
* to have and to hold all and fingular the ſame, unto 
te the ſaid Anthony Dennis, &c. &c. their heirs, and 

« aſſigns, to be holden of the chief Lord and Lords 
« of the fee of the premiſes, by the rents and ſervices 
« therefore due, and of right to be paid: Upon this 
s ſpecial truſt and confidence, and to this intent and 
% purpoſe, that the ſaid Anthony Dennis, &c. &c. 
their aſligns, and the ſurvivors of them, ſhall fulfill, 
© obey, and perform the ſaid decree, foraſmuch as 
© ſhall concern them, or either of them, and to this 
« further intent and purpoſe alſo, that whenſoever 
© ſo many of them, the ſaid Anthony Dennis, &c. 
“Kc. ſhall be dead, as that there ſhall not be above 
“ two or three of the Feoffees alive, that then the 
« ſaid ſurviving partics ſhall enfeoffee eight or more 
„ good and honeſt men, which then ſhall be inhabi- 
** tants within the pariſh of Bideford aforeſaid, to- 
the uſes, intents, and purpoſes in and by the laſt 
« will of the ſaid John Andrew, and in and by the 
10 ſaid decree limited, exprefled, and ſet down: More- 


„oer the faid William Leigh, &c. have made, con- 
8 | * * 5 
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— 


| Ws. gituted and PTS | and in their place and lead, 
& put John Thomas, and John Saltern, gents. their 


true and lawfull attorneys, jointly and ſeverally for 
40 them, and in their name and Read, to enter into all 
« and fingular the premiſes, or unto ſome part 


e thereof, in the name of the whole, and- poſſeſſion 
and ſeiſin thereof, to take, and after poſſeſſion and 


« ſeiſin of all, and ſingular the premiles, or of ſome 
10 part thereof, in the name of the whole, unto the 
« {aid Anthony Dennis, &c. &c. or to ſome, or one 
& of them, in the name of the reſt, to NE and to 
hold the ſame, &c; ed” 
« Sealed and delivered in the 
as; KY OTA! of us, 
« John Thomas, 
Nr bee, John WWA Ee. 
8 3 Peaceable poſſeſſion 
2 1 «was taken according 
d to the contents. In 
2 2 the preſence of us, 
SS, Ab, 7 Thomas, 
ohn Saltern,”” 
On the north wall of the G8 are placed ſeve- 
ral tables, containing the names of benefaRors to the 
poor of this pariſh, and expreſſing their Dennie: 


Copies of which are as follow: 
A table or ſchedule, of che names of ſeveral be- 


of nefaQtours and their donations, 1 the ule of the 


60 poor of this towne m2 * 
> Tp Sir 


| 


{ 195 ) 
Wa Thomas Middleton, Knight, Alder- 4 
J man of London, gave "(3 0 5 55 
Mr. Atwell, clerk of Caverly, gave 2 2 © 0 
Mr. William Ellis, E N of 1 30 Wa 
on — — x 


: Mr, lohn Andrew, of this Towne, Al 
erman, gave = = = = b 90 


Allo he gave a field to Feoffees in truſt for 
the uſe of the ſaid poor, value about 
£3 18-per annum, no in the tenure 
of Wm. Mills; of this towne, theincome 

to be diſtributed on New Year's Day.“ 

Mr, John Berryman, of London, wet 13 


thier, gaee =o 18% 
John Sayard, alias Nicell, gave 6 5 0 
Mrs. Giffard, of this Towne, , | 

| i100 © 
gave 
Mr. Anthony Dennis, of this Towne 1 
Alderman, gave 2 I eg 


Alſo. he gave 4 Alms-Houſes for e ever to 
df the r 8 * 
John Gallard, of this Towne, gent. gave 2 © © | 
Laurence Gibbons, of Taveſtock, Jenn, | Mo 8 
„ 8 

* Strange, late ok this forms _—_ 
Iderman, gave _ 
Alſo he gave 4 Alms-Houſes, and Gardens : 2 2 
for ever to the poor. Likewiſe a houb © = 
and burgage behind it, in Maiden- 

o ſtreet, 


* This js regularly ad. kung dos "I" 
C. top er ann | $4 
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1 aller the death of Samuel 
ä Greening. by 
The Lady Mary N of | Cheton,] 8 


mm 
Mr. Henry Amory, of 89 Towns, 8 0 


Mariner, - 


Mr. John Jackman, of this Towne, mer- K . 
chant, gave | 5 


Mm. Dorothy King, widdow, gave 20 0 0 


Mr. John Liſkum, of this dae mer- | 
chant, gave 42 4 


Mr. Robert Dennis, of this Towne, + Al 5 
derman, gave | 
Mr. Andrews, Alderman of this Towne, 
gave to be paid annually out of that 
houſe on the Kay, which was given by 
him to every Mayor ſucceſſively, for 
his uſe during his Mayoralty.* ' 1 0 © 
Mr. Alexander Arundell, gave annually 
for ever, out of an eſtate in Weſt 
_ Morchard, called Bridge Arundell. T o 13 4 
Mr. John Sherman, of this Towne, Alder- 
man, gave 40s. per annum, for ever, to | 
be paid out of a houſe on the Kay, and 
1unning into All-Halland-ſtreet, now 
in the tenure of Mary Philips, widdow, 
tobe diſtributed to ORR L 


Mr. 
. | 
7 This is certainly loſt. 


RE This has f ot been paid ; nr ha i ben demanded The thele 
 feveral years, 


10% e 
| Mr. Robert Boole, Alderman of this Towne, e 
gave the profitts of a field, about two | 
acres, near Daddon, now in the te- 

nure of William Williams.“ 1 10 
Mr. John Froſt; Alderman of this Towne, © 
| gave yearly 10s, for ever to be paid out 

of the houſes from the corner of Con- 
duit-Jane, in All-Halland-Street, run- 

ning towards the Church, to be diftri- 

buted to the poor every St. John the 5 
Evangeliſt's Day. e 
Mrs, Mary Pym, widdow, gave - 10 0 0 
of which gl. was beſtowed in gilding _ 
the plate, belonging to the Commu. 

nion Table, and the other 51. was 
diſtributed among the poor. 

Mr. Edmund Small, Capital Burgeſs of this 
Towne, gave 10l. the yearly intereſt 

to be diſtributed in bread, to antient 

poor people every Chriſtmas for ever. f 

John Forteſcue, Eſq. Recorder of this 
Towne, gave a bond for 20l. to the 
Mayor, the intereſt of which is to be 
beſtowed in Bibles, which are to be 
diſtributed 


„ — T 26 UA 

t Theſe bouſes were pulled / down little more than twenty-years ago, and 
one handſome houſe built for the purpoſe of an inn upon the ſcite. But 
_ though the premiſes and charged with the payment of the above in the 
deeds, yet the donation has not been paid for ſeveral years paſt, 

\ The eternity of this donation has long ſince ceaſed, like many others. 


n 


diſtributed amongſt ce poor at the 56 
diſcretion of the Mayor, for the time 
oy 87,4" 
Mr. John Clifton, of this Towne, Alder- 
man, gave 10l. 108. to be added to the 
poor ſtock, the produce to be diſtri- 
buted by the Church-Wardens and 
Overſeers, to antient 2 888 at Chriſt- ' 
| | mas, | 
N Thomas Davie, Eſq. of this Towne, gave / "465 o o 
| Richard Cole, of Bucks, Eſq, gave for the 
EE. uſe of poorartificers - 10 00 0 
| Vm. Wadland, ſome time of this Towne, 
gave for the ſame uſe, —- 100 © 
Stephen Oliver, of Exon, gave for ever, 
5 | rents iſſuing out of certain houſes in 
| St. Lucy's-Lane, in St. John's 2 4 
Exon, for teaching poor children.“ | 
Mr. Richard. Cholwell, of this Towne, ' 
mariner, gave '6ol; the intereſt to be 
beſtowed for teaching poor children.“ 
| In a ſeparate Table. 
: er Mr. George Baron, late of London; merchant, gave 
| Hayes a unte poor ſeamen and ſeamen's widdows of this towne 
n and pariſh, an annuity of fix pounds per annum, for 
20 ever, clear of all . and W rang? to be paid 
out 


n ieee and . hovelt jndignation incthe phi- 


lanihropic mind, to [conGder, that both theſe e wed. a donation” 
— have 8985 Gace been oP * 4 — eg 


* 


. 
* 


1 ) 
et gut of che Tenement called Commons, in the 
% pariſh of Northam, which is now received and 
« diſtributed as aboveſaid, by Richard Cockhill, Hen- 
« „Tue, 16987” | | 
In another pe Table. | 

« Tn memory of John Hyll, gent. and Attorney 
& at Law, who gave by his laſt will, ten pounds ſter- 
ling, to be added to the poor's ſtock of this tone, 
*« and the profitts thereof to be diſtributed yearly at 
« Chriſtmas by the Overſeers, therein praying in God's 
« rrame, as they will anſwer it to Almighty God, at 
the General Judgment, not to negle& the perfor- 
te mance of their duty in this particular, this being the 
very words of his will, who obleiged his daughter 
** Honner, now the wife of Mr. Thomas Hammott, 
« of this towne, merchant, to pay the ſaid legacy, 
which ſhe accordingly hath done, 1700. “ 
Mr. William Pawley, merchant of this town, gave 
out of an eſtate in the pariſh of Bideford, two pounds 
and two ſhillings annually for ever, of which one gui- 
nea to be paid to the Rector for preaching a ſermon 
on the feaſt of St. Paul, and the remainder to be diſ- 
tributed in bread to the poor, at the church on that 
day. This donation is not noticed on any of the 
| ſchedules in the church. | 

There is alſo annually diſtributed to „ the! poor at 
Chriſtmas, ten pounds __ out - -of the Daa and 
Town Stock, | 


SCHOOLS. 
11 n tele Aunual Donations have long nes cealed, 5 


se s. 


 Ithhouldſoenthat there was 2 fea Grammar School 
at Bideford early in the laſt century, as in the. front 
of the preſent ſchool-houle there appears an inſcrip- 
tion mentioning that the ſchool was rebuilt. 1657. 

It was again largely repaired by the Gs GI in 
1680, John Darracott being Mayor. 

It was repaired with the addition of a new brick 
band i in 1780, at the expence of the Bridge. 
Mrs. Suſanna Stucley, at the latter end of the laſt 
century, gave F. 200 for its endowment. 1 

I be falary to the maſter is C. 30 per annum, for 
which he i is to teach ten boys n by the Cor- 
tion. 

The firſt maſter I can. find notice of, 1s Zachary 
| Mudge, A. M. He was a very learned, ingenious, 
and reſpectable divine, He removed from Bideford 
to Plymonth about 1735, and became Vicar of St. 
Andrew in that town. 

His abilities ſufficiently appear _ a learned 
Eſſay fora New Verſion of the Pſalms,” in quarto; 
and a volume of excellent Sermons in 8yo; The late 
Dr. Johnſon had a very high opinion of Mr. Mudge. 

Bideford ſchool has had three maſters ſince Mr. 
Mudge ; Mr. Marſhall, who. was educated at Glaſ- 
gow, Mr. White, and the Rev. William ier, 
A, M. who 4 is the preſent t | 


5 1 


Next 
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Next to the Grammar School, is a Free School for 


writing and arithmetic. The maſter, Mr. John Jewell, 
has ten pounds per annum for teaching ten poor chil- 
dren of the town. This is ſupported by the Bridge. 


Mr. Donne informs us in his account before quoted“ 


that * a propoſal was“ then, 1755, lately made to 
« erect a bght-houſe on Hartland Point by a gentle- 


© man remarkable for public fpirit, who offered, if 


te this propoſal was complied with, to erect a mathe- 
* matical ſchool in Bideford, and endow it with g. go 
e per annum.“ This, however, never came to any 
effect. 


In 1788, a Sundey Choo was inſtituted in Bide- 
ford, and is ſupported by ſubſcription. The number 


of children is now very large, and the benefits reſult- 


ing from the eſtabliſhment are very great and * 


4 12 


. Gene. Mag, hol. . p. 448. 
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' CHAPTER II. 


Of the GRANVILLES. 


HE illuſtrious family of Granville was for more 
: than five hundred years poſſeſſed of the Lord- 

ſhip of this place. As few families in the kingdom 
can boaſt ſuch an inſtance of perpetuity ; ſo fewer 
have been diſtinguiſhed by an equal number of cha- 
rafters rendered glorious by loyalty, bravery, and * 
other great patriotic virtues. 

The firſt reſidence of this family in England, ac- 
cording to our beſt antiquaries®, was at Bideford. 
Sir Richard Granville, the firſt of that name 
% which ſettled in theſe parts, ſays Mr. Prince, 
«© deſcended from Hamon Dentatus, Earl of Carboylet, 
cc Lord of * and Granville in Normandy ; 

« who 


* Sir William Pole, Date, Riſdon, Prince, &e, 
es Dugdale's Baron, of Eng. vol. g, p. 419. 
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« who was lineally deſcended from the warlike Rollo, 
« ſometime Duke of that large territory. Which 
© Hamon had iſſue, two ſons, Robert, ſurnamed Fitz- 
« Hamon, Earl of Carboyle, Lord of Thorigny and 
« Granville, who left no iſſue male; and Richard» 
« called De Granville, who by 1eaſon thereof had a 
© real right to thoſe titles “.- Richard De Granville, 
Knight, who firſt ſettled himſelf at Bytheford, was 
a great aſſiſtant to his brother Robert Fitz-Hamon 
« in his expedition againſt the Welſh, when he flew 
« Rees Ap Theodore, Prince of South Wales, and 
e Teſlin, Lord of Glamorgan; for which noble ſer- 
« yices the ſaid Robert divided that country among 
« thoſe twelve Knights which had ſo faithfully aſſiſted 
« him, whoſe names are theſe , 1. William de Lon- 
« dres. 2. Richard de Grenvil. 3. Pain Turber- 
« ville. 4. Robert St. Quintin. 5. Richard Siward. 
« 6, Gilbert de Humfraville. 7. Reginald de Sully. 
« 8. Roger de Berkrells. g. Peter de Soore. 10. John 
« Le Fleming. 11. John de St. John. 12. William 

« Le Eſterling, alias Stradling. 

« Sir Richard Granville had as a reward of his va- 
« lour and courage for his partage the town and coun- 
* try of Neath, in Glamorganſhire, allotted unto 
* him; who. to manifeſt his piety, as well as genero- 
© fity, according to the devotion of thoſe days, gave 
« it all to God and his church ; erecting and endow- 
* ing a monaſtry at Neath aforeſaid, dedicated to the 
D d 2 Virgin 


9 Dugdile's Baron. of Eng. vol. 3, p. 419. 
t Idem, vol. 1, p. 406. | 
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e Virgin Mary for Ciſtercian Monks, upon whom, tis 
* ſaid, he beſtowed all his military acqueſts for their 
© maintenance; ſo that at the diſſolution of thoſe 
t houſes, it was valued at an hundred and fifty pounds 
« her annum. Having finiſhed and ſettled this foun. 
ce dation, he returned to his patrimony at Bytheford, 
* where he lived in great honor and N the 
« reſt of his days “.“ | 

In the Roll of Battle-Abbey, recording the names 
of the eminent perſons who came over with William 
the Conqueror, as it is given in Hollingſhed p. 4, we 
find the name of GRENEVII E. Another copy of the 
ſame Roll, ſuppoſed to be the beſt in Fox, mentions 
P. pz GARENVIIE, the tun initial being, no doubt, 
a miſtake for R. 

In a manuſcript account of eminent families in De- 
von and Cornwall, ſubjoined to a copy of Riſdon's 
Survey, allo in manuſcript, I found the * 
memorandum and verſes. | 

©. I have had very lately” ſays the anonymous au- 
thor, “ 25th July,] 1653, communicated unto me by 
« Mr. John Nichols, of Hartland, a propheſie ſaid to be 
4 found in the Abbey of Neeth, in Wales, which 
F was kept in a moſt curious box of jett, written in the 
year 1400, concerning the founder of that monaſtery, 
* which is as follows, viz. _ 

Amongſt the trayne of valliant knights 

That with King William came, 


Greenvile 


._ ® Wothics, v. 


,.( 29s 
Greenvile is 3 a Norman bens 
Renowned by his fame. Tr 
His helmet ras'd and firſt unlac'd 

Upon the Cambrian ſhore, 
Where he in honour of his God, 
This Abbey did decore ; 

With coſtly buildings, ornaments, 

And gave us ſpatious lands, 
As the firſt fruits which victory 

Did give unto his hands. 
| Now let me ſee what happyneſs 
Shall light upon his line, 
Or what endowments ſhall ſucceed 

To his in future time. 

They ſhall in honour long ſubſiſt, 

And fortune ſtill ſhall ſmile, 

Untill at length (as woe is me,) 
When Merlin with a wile 

Shall them ſubdue, and bodily 

In woman's ſhape appear, 

To ſhew them Mars his ſhield, 

Which they kept full many a year, 
Within Carnarvon ; and in braſs, 

Still ſeeks to have immur'd, 

But never finding means, indeed, 

By Mars to be ſecur'd, 

Becauſe that Vulcan crav'd a boon 
Of Jupiter the ſtrong, 
That Mars his arms ſhould never free | 

A ſuppliant from wrong. 
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Then ſhall that famous name decline 
From worldly wealth awhile ; 

. But then again Charles-Magne's reign 
Shall grace them with a ſmile.” 

« This propheſie was originally written in latin, and 
kept there in parchment, Anno 1400,” 

The following. pedigree of this family is from Sir 
William Pole's celebrated M. S. 

„Ihe name of Richard contynewed in yt. 8 
many diſcents, and I neber find any interruption of 
any other name in many diſcents. 

„Richard de Grenvill held of the honour of Glo- 
ceſter 3 knight's fees, and half of Gloceſter, Anno 13 
of Kinge John; Richard Grenvill held in Bideford 
Half a fee Anno 27 Kinge Henry 3; Richard Grenvill 
held a fee in Bideford; Anno 24, of Kinge Edward 1 ; 
Bartholomew Grenvill held half a fee in Bideford, 
Littlewere, and Brithelſtone of Gloceſter Anno 8 of 
Kinge Edw. 2. 

Henry Grenvill died poſſeſſed of Bideford, Anno 
1 of Kinge Edw. 3; and Theobald was his Sonne and 
Heire. Sir Theobald Grenvill, Sonne of Sir Theobald, 
married Margaret, Daughter of Hugh Courtenay, 
Earle of Devon, widowe of John Lord Cobham, and 
had iſſue, Sir John and William. Sir John married 
Margaret, daughter and coheir of Sir John Burgherſt, 
but died without iſſue.“ William Grenvill, his 
brother married Thomazin, and unto his ſecond 
wite as daughter of RO Lord Bonvill, and 

: had 


„lie ned at Bideford, and was Sheriff of the county, Anno = | 
Richard II. 
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had iſſue, Sir Thomas, which by Elizabeth, ſiſter of 
Sir Theobald Gorges, bad iſſue, Sir Thomas, which 
by: Iſabell his 1 wife, daughter of Otho Gilbard of 
Cumpton, had iſſue, Roger and Richard; his 2 wife 
was , daughter of —— Tons, and widow of 
Hille of Taunton, by whom he had iſſue, John.— 
Roger married Margaret, daughter and coheire of 
Richard Whitley of Elford, and had iſſue, Sir Rich- 
ard, I Digory, I and John. Sir Richard married Ma- 
tild, daughter and coheire of John Beavill of Gwar- 
nock, and had iſſue, Roger, which by Thomazin, 
daughter of Thomas Cole of Slade, had iſſue, Sir 
Richard, which by Mary, daughter of Sir John Sant 
Liger, of Annery, had iſſue, Sir Barnard and John, 
which died without iſſue. Sir Barnard Grenvill mar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter and heire of Phihp, and 
neice and heire of Sir William Beavill, and hath iſſue, 
Beavill Grenvill, Sir Richard, and others. Beavill 
Grenvill, Eſquier, hath married ——, daughter of 
Sir George Smythe, of 'Exceter, by his 2 wife, daugh- 
ter and coheire of William Viell, and hath iſſue. _ 

The petegree which is in the cuſtody of Sir Bar- 
_ © nard Grenvill concordes not with this of myne; for 
© I finde not any Thomas Grenvill of Bideford, beinge 
« the g in yt. petegree, nor any Sir William, beinge 
the 5, nor William the father of Sir Bartholomew; 
2 but in Somerſeiſhire their was Sir Thomas Gp. 

10 vill 


. This Sir Richard was Sheriff of Devon, Anno 25 Henry VIII. 
1 This Digory married Phillippa, daughter of Hugh Pruft of Gorwen, 
in Hartland, and Widow of William Leigh, ) 


t 40 


1 vill in King nya tyme, ak at that * tyme 
c Richard Grenvill held Bideford. | 

In Buckinghamſhire their is a has: of Grenvill 
, ch. hath contynewed their (as the, heire of the 

« howſe reported unto me) from the conqueſt. This 
1 Grenvill giveth a coate of armes differinge from that 
* of Bideford; vid. vert, on a Fg croſſe 
« 5 torteaux . 

*The diſcent ſett Jowne by me is by records ; and 
« ] conclude with this addicion yt. it will bee very 
« hard to finde in all England twoe gentlemen's fami- 
« lies ſoe neere inhabitinge together, and contynewinge 


_ © {ge long poſſeſſed of lands as theſe wg 857 5 of 


1  Alwington, and Grenvill of Bidefo 

We find the name of this family written various 
ins as Grenevile, Grenville, Grenvil, Greinvile, 
Grauntvild, Graunvile, Greenville, Grandvile, Granda 


Villa, but the true ad appears to be An 


VILLE. 
Branches of this family intermarried alſo with the 


Bohun's, Earls of Hereford (and by that means traced 
a deſcent from King Edward I. whoſe daughter Eli- 
rabeth was married to Humphry Bohun, Earl of Here- 
ford), with the Beaumonts, the Gages, and my 
| other antient and noble families. LS ; Y 
3, Sir 
be urs of Gravville of Bideford; are gut, three horſemran's reſis 
. Creſt firſt a demy * Secoad on a Chappan gules, turned up 


ermine a welt on. Farin. 
But ſome have ſuppoſed that the figure in the feld is not a horſeman's 


A3 Rel, van old faſhioned Clarion or e 
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Fir Richard Granville; the fon of Sir Roger, by 
Thomazin, daughter of Thomas Cole, of Slade, Eſq. 
was born (moſt probably at Bideford) about the year 
1549. Being of an active, enterprizing diſpoſition, 
as ſoon as he came of age, he procured a licence from 
Queen Elizabeth, with ſeveral other eminent perſons, 
to enter into the ſervice of the Emperor againſt the 
Turks. In Hungary he gave high proofs of his va- 
lour as a ſoldier; and it is aſſerted, that he was en- 
gaged in the glorious victory obtained over the Turks 
at Lepanto, by 'the combined Chriſtian fleet, com- 
manded by Don Jobn of Auf. He continued 
abroad Fat the whole of that war, and returned to 
England crowned with laurels, 

Soon after reviſiting his ks country, his thirſt 
for glory prompted him to engage in the great public 
deſign of reducing Irelahd. In this ſervice he be- 
haved ſo much to the ſatisfaction of the Lord - Deputy. 
Sir Henry Sydney, that he was conſtituted Sheriff 
of Corke, an office GY Py in the eleventh of 
Elizabeth. 

Upon his return to England, he was elected 2 
the Knights for the County of Cornwall, in the Par- 
Uament which was ſummoned to meet at Weſtminſter, 
in 1571. He was choſen again as its Repreſentative 
in the Parliament of 1584. The next year he com- 
manded in the expedition to Virginia, an account of 
which has been already given, as alſo of his ſecond 
voyage to the ſame country. In 1591, our Court 

Ee having 
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was on its return to Europe, it was determined on to 
it at the Weſtern Iſlands. This fleet conſiſted of ſeven 


and Sir Richard Granville Vice- Admiral. The Spa- 


: of this formidable armament in the afternoon of the 


Agence, the enemy appeared in ſight. The Engliſh 
bers; and near half the men on board were ill of the 


miral. Howard weighed anchor directly and put to ſea, 
being followed by the reſt of his ſquadron. Sir Rich- 


ie Seville ſquadron being already on his weather- | 


0 


5 
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Having intelligence that thie rich fleet which had con- 
tinned in Spaniſh America from the fear of being cap- 
tured by Sir John Hawkins and Sir Martin Frobiſher, 


ſend a ſtrong ſquadron for the purpoſe of intercepting 
ſhips, of which Lord Thomas Howard was Adrmiral, 


niſh Court hearing of the Engliſh deſign, fitted out a 
fleet of fifty-five of their beſt men of war to meet and 


protet the American ſhips. 
The Engliſh Admiral was informed of the ect 


g1ſt of Auguſt, while he lay at anchor under the iſland 
of Flores; and immediately after receiving the intel- 


{quadron was greatly inferior to the Spaniards in num - 


ſcurvy: - In conſequence of this diſproportion, Ad- 


ard Granville, in the Revenge, was the laſt that 
weighed, on account of his waiting for ſeveral of his 
men who were on ſhore. The Admiral, and the other 
ſhips gained the wind of the enemy with great difh- 
culty, and Sir Richard not being being able-to do it, 
was adviſed by the maſter to cut down his main-ſail 
and heave about, truſting to the ſailing of his ſhip, 


bow. 


2 


( ©) 


bows: But he refaſed to turn his back on the enemy, 
| laying, © That he would much rather die than leave 
„ ſuch a mark of diſhonour on himſelf, -his coun- 


4 try, and the Queen's s ſhip.” Abiding by this he- 
roic determination, he was ſoon ſurrounded by the 


enemy, and his ſingle ſhip engaged with the whole 
Spaniſh fleet of fifty-three ſail, having ten thouſand 


en. In this extraordinary fight, which began about 
three in the afternoon and laſted till the break of day 


the next morning, Sir Richard repulſed the enemy 


veſſels and men. 


At the commencement of the action he received a 5 


wound, but he would not quit the deck till eleven at 
night, when having received another wound, he was 
conſtrained to be carried down to be dreſſed. While 
this, was doing, he was wounded by a ſhot in the head, 
and the ſurgeon killed hy his fide. The Engliſh now 


began to want powder; their ſmall arms were totally, 


deſtroyed, and out of the ſhip's crew, which. at the 


beginning. of the action conſiſted but of one hundred 


f 


hfteen times, though they n changed. their 


and three, forty were killed, and nearly all the reſt 


wounded ; the maſts were all ſhot away, ſo | that no- 


thing but a hulk was left above water, 
Sir Richard then adviſed the remainder of his com. 


pany to truſt to the mercy of God, rather than to that 


of the Spaniard, by blowing up the ſup. To this | 


the maſter-gunner and ſeveral of the mariners agreed, 
| but the reſt oppoſed 1 if, and the ſhip was ſurrendered. 
4 8 


* 


- 


Sir Richard was removed into the ſhip of the Spaniſh 


© as 5 


Admiral, where, though every attention was paid to 
him, he died of his wounds in three days; his laſt 
words were, “ Here die I, Ricnann Granville, 


s with a joyfull and quiet mind; for that I have ended 


my life as a true ſoldier ought to do, fighting for 


* his country, Queen, religion and honour; my foul 
willingly departing from this body, leaving behind 


the laſting fame of having behaved az every valiant 
i*. ſoldier is bound to do,“ 
The loſs of the Spaniards in this conteſt catifiſied 


* af four ſhips, and above a thouſand men, 


The ingenious Mr. Granger after giving a ſhort ac- 
count of this deſperate action, obſerves in a note, 
5 This was that enthuſiaſm or rather madneſs of cou- 
rage which ſame will have to be the higheſt perfec. 
5 tion in a ſea-officer, It was the maxim of Admiral 
* Howard, who lived in the reign of Henry VIII. 
* that a degree of frenzy was neceſſary to qualify a 
* man for that ſtation v.. * 

Sir Richard married Mary, daughter of Sir John | 
St. Leger, of Annery, in the pariſh of Monkleigh, 
by whom he left two ſons, Sir Barnard and John. 

The eldeſt ſon of Sir Barnard, was Sir Bevil Gran- 
ville, whoſe loyalty to his ſovereign was fo eminent 
that he raiſed, at his own expence, a troop of horſe, 


; with which he We King Pharles J. againſt the 


| Biograph. Hiſt. of England, Vol. I, p. 245. | 
1 Sir Richard publiſhed © A Briefe and True Report of the New Found 
10 Land of Virginia, with cuts, by De Buy. Folio, 139% | 


— 


| (og). 
Scots in 1638, He fat as Knight of the Shire for 


Cornwall, in the Parliament of 1640; and upon tha 


breaking out of the rebellion, he led on a regiment of 


his own raiſing, againſt the Parliament forces, and en- 
gaged them at Bodmin, Lancells, and Stratton, in 


Cornwall, and laſtly at Landſdown, near Bath, July g, 
1643, In this action he made ſuch a gallant ſtand 
againſt the enemy's horſe, as entirely preſerved the 
royal army, ppm ian eee 
his own life. 

3 rum „ That in-this battle} on 


* the King's part, there were more officers and gen- 
« tlemen of quality ſlain than common men, and more 


t hurt than flain, That which would have clouded 
any victory, and made the loſs of others leſs ſpoken 
« of, was the death of Sir Bevil Granville; he was in 
*5:deed an excellent perſon, whoſe activity, intereſt, 
and reputation, was the foundation of What had 
« been done in Cornwall; and his temper and affec- 
tion ſo public, that no accident which happened 


*:could-make any impreſſion on him; and his enam- 


ple kept others from taking any thing ill, or at leaſt 
i feeming to do ſo. In a word, a brighter courage 
and a gentler diſpoſition, were never mixed toge - 
* ther to make the moſt A ww: innocent con- 
e verfation,” 

| The following anecdote recorded by Mr. W 

in his character of Dennis Rolle, Eſq. of Bickton, is 

equally to the honour of Sir Bevil and Mr. Rolle, 
and juſtly deſerves a place here, 
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2 The famous Sir Bevil Granville,” ſays our au- 
thor, * in his generous way of living, having ſome 
more than ordinary occaſion, at that time, for a 
* conſiderable ſum of money, to the value of ſeveral 
hundred pounds, took it up from Mr, Rolle, upon 
« his own bond. But it happened ſhortly after, as 
« they were both together in company, that Mr, 
Rolle fent for the bond, and cancell'd it before Sir 
* Bevil's face, ſaying, That the ' bare word - of fo 
-« honourable a perſon, was to him ſufficient. ſecurity for 
that, and a greater fum;* and withal threw the bond 
s in the fire. Sir Bevil, being thus greatly obliged 
by the noble favour of his friend, as ſoon as he re- 
turned home, made a mortgage to the uſe of Mr. 
* Rolle, unknown to him, of his Mannor of B. [ Bide- 
{ Net. and left it in ſome truſty hand, that if it 
4 ſhould pleaſe God to take him off by death, e' er 
* this en t Mr. Rolle * not loſe his 
F was 0 to | hs be on the 
fummit of Lanſdown, by his grandſon, George Gran- 
ville, created Lord Lanſdown, by Queen Anne. 
Sir Bevil had ſeveral children by his lady, Richard, 
the eldeſt, was born at Lanteglos, near Fowey, in 
Cornwall, March 19, 1621, but died young. | 
John, the ſecond ſon, trod in his father's ſteps, and 
wap eniinently. eee in the reſtoration of Charles 
II. 
On the death of his father, he beaded the ſame re- 
giment, and ſoon after became commander in chief of 
| 8 ; | five 


1 


( 15 ) 
five others, He was actively engaged in every con- 
ſiderable battle in the weſt, and was Oy ſo in 


the ſecond battle at Newbury. 
The royal cauſe being ruined by the 1 
fight at Worceſter, Sir John bravely reſolved to at- 


tend his ſovereign in exile, and was almoſt conſtantly 


with him in his greateſt difficulties and diſtreſſes. 
The weakneſs of Richard Cromwell, and the diſ- 
ſatisfaction of the people with that form of government 


impoſed on them by his father, opened a Ly proſ- 
pe for the reſtoration of the King. 


Sir John Granville, therefore, came over to Eng- 


land in 1659, with the purpoſe of ſeeing what could 


be done with General Monk, with whom, as being 
poſſeſſed of the army, the balance, of power _— 9 


i. 

Sir John was well 3 with the General's 
reſervedneſs of temper, and thought it beſt to make 
uſe of Mr. William Morrice, the common friend to 
both, to introduce him. Monk being acquainted with 
Sir John” s deſire to ſee him, replied, © that unleſs he 
* would ſend him information of his buſineſs by Mr. 
Morrice, . he would have no interview with him.“ 
Mr. Morrice then told the General, that “ he had 
already ſignified as much to him, but that that Sir 
John had refuſed it.” Monk approved this vary 
conduct of Sir John, which was ſo congenial to his 
own temper, and therefore ordered that he ſhould be 
admitted to an interview that evening at St. JEN 
by mine o'clock, -- | 
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_—_ I "oe read, the Lords ordered 


a 
At this meeting Sir John deſired leave to deliver 4 


meſſage and letter to him from the King, The for- 
mer was, that His Majeſty had great confiderice in 
. * him, and fince he had ſo far complied with the 
deſires of the kingdom as to procute the admiſſion 


* of the ſecluded members, in order to a free parlia- 


A ment, .the conſequence of it, if Monk concurred with 
their councils, mult be the reſtoration of his Majeſty.”? 


To this the General anſwered favourably, but * 
viſed the utmoſt caution to be obſerved on the part of 


Sir John and the other friends of the King, as alſo 
that his Majeſty ſhould remove from the Spaniſh ter- 


ritory to Breda, there being a deſign, to Monk's know. 
ledge, of detaining him by the Spaniſh Court. 
With this good intelligence Sir John returned to 


the King, who immediately repaired to Breda, wait- 


ing anxiouſly the iſſue of Monk's cautious movements 
towards a reſtoration. 

Every thing being ſafely brought to the 3 pe- 
riod, Sir John Granville came again to England, and 
April 27, 1660, waited on the General, with a letter 
ſrom the King, to be communicated to the Council 


ol State, and the officers of the army, conſtituting 


him Captain General of all the armies in 33 


Scotland, and Ireland. 
May 1, Sir John went to the "REY of Lords, and 


ſent in to inform them that he waited with a letter 


fram the King to their Lordſhips. This, with a de- 
cheir 
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their thanks to be given to Sir Jobn Granville, the 
bearer; who then went to the lower houſe with a fimilar 
letter and declaration. The Houſe being informed 
that Sir John attended at the door, he was called in 
to receive their thanks, YO the Sr roy 


as follows; _ 
* Sir John Granville, 


| « I need not tell you with what gratefuland . i | 


« ful hearts the Commons now aſſembled in Parlament 
have received his Majeſty's gracious letter, Res 1p/@ 

6 Hoquitur, you yourſelf have been, auricularis & ocularis | 
„ Teftis de Rei Veritate; Our bells and our bonfires 


«© have already begun the proclamation of his Ma- 


« jeſty's goodneſs, and of our joys: We have told 


« the people that our King, the Glory of | England, is 


coming home again, and they have reſounded it 
© back again in our ears, that they are ready, and 
« their hearts are open to receive him. Both parlia- 
« ment and people have cried aloud in their prayers 
« to the King of Kings, Long live King War the 
« Seconds. 
„ am likewiſe to tell you, a the Houſe Joih N 
*« not think fit, that you ſhould return to our Royal 
c Sovereign without ſome teſtimony of their reſpects 
« to yourſelf, they have orderedand appointed that 
« £.500 ſhall be delivered unto you, to buy a Jewel, | 
as a badge of that honour, which is due to a per- 
„ ſon, whom the King has henoured to be the meſ- 
« „enn of ſo gracious a meſſage: And I am com- 
Tk manded _. 
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F 1 in the name of the houſe in chor 
«© their very hearty thanks.“ . 
The City of London alſo preſented. Sir John with 

Fa Wy 300 to buy a Ring. 
Sir john, had been one of the gentlemen of the 
bed-chamber to the King abroad; and in 1661, he 
was created Earl of Bath, Corbetl, Thorigny and 
Granville; Viſcount Granville of Lanſdowne: Baron 
 Granvilk, of Bideford and Kilkhampton; Lord War- 
den of the Stannaries; Chief Steward of the Duchy 
of Cornwall; Ranger of St. James's Park ; and one 
of the Lords of the Privy Council; alfo, by a warran: 
under privy-ſtal,” the reverſion of Monk's title, aa 
Duke of Albemarle; Heied July 22, 101. 
His Lordbip married Jane, daughter of Sir Peter 
Wiche, Comptroller of the Houſhold to King Charles 
I. by whom he had iſſue five ſons, and eleven daugh- 
ters. Of the ſons, three ſurvived their father, viz, 
Charles, John and Bevil. Eight of the daughters 
died very young, and the three ſurvivors were as 
follow: 1. Lady Jane, married to William Gower 
Eſq. ſecond {on of Sir Thomas Gower. - 2. Lady 
Catherine, died unmarried. 3. Lady Grace, mar- 
ried Sir George Carteret. John Granville, firſt Earl 
of Bath, had two brothers, Bernard and Dennis, who 
| ſhared in the. bleſſings of the reſtoration,” Bernard 

was groom of the bed-chamber, to King Charles II. 

Dennis was bred to the Church, and was rector of 
Kilkhampton, n * Dean of Durham. 


| and J 
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ad Chaplain 3o' Ordinary to Charles II. and James 
II. He was a perſon of conſiderable learning, and 
eminent piety. Like many other good men he con- 


ceived it wrong to take the oaths of allegiance to 
William III. and therefore followed the fortunes of 


King James. He died at Rouen, in France, In 


1689, was publiſhed by him, © The chiefeſt Matters 
* contained in ſundry Difcourſes made to the Clergy 
« of -the Archdeaconry of Durham, printed at 
Rouen, This tract is now very ſcarce. "Th 
Charles Granville, eldeſt ſon of John Earl of Bath, | 
ſucceeded to his father's titles and eſtate, in 1701. 
He had ferved in the army of the Emperor Leopold 


II. againſt the Turks, and for his military ſervices, 


was created Count Lanſdown, of the Holy Roman 
Empire; and upon his return to England, was ſum- 
moned to parliament as Baron Granville, of Bideford, 
1689, He died September 1701, leaving an only 
ſon, William Henry a minor, who died unmarried 
1711, in Flanders, where he was ſerving under the 
Duke of Marlborough, and juſt after his being ap- 
pointed, by the eſpecial favour of Queen Anne, Lord 
Lieutenant of Cornwall. | | 
Jobn Granville, fecond ſon of Sie Earl of Bath, 
vas created Baron Granville, 1702, but died W 
iſſue, December 3, 1707. 
Revil Granville, the next ſon, was knighted at t the | 
| head of his father's regiment, in which he was cap. 
ain, by King james II. on Hounſlow Heath, May 
F f 2 28, 


| * 220 F. 
| 28, 1686; He afterwards e the ſame re- 
_giment, and behayed very bravely at the battle of 
Steenkirk, Auguſt g, 1692. He died without iſſue. 
George, ſecond ſon of Bernard, the fourth ſon of 
the great Sir Bevil Granville, was created Lord Viſ- 
count Lanſdown, Baron Granville, of Bideford, by 
patent, January 1,1711, He was an eminent ſtateſ- 
man, and a diſtinguiſhed poet, as well as a patron of 
men of letters. At the acceſſion of George I. his 
Lordſhip was committed to the Tower, on ſuſpicion 
of his attachment to the abdicated family, but he was 
ſoon afterwards diſcharged. His literary works were 
collected and publiſhed in three volumes, 8vo. 1736, 
and confiſts of poems, plays, letters, ann in par. 
liament, and miſcellanies. 7 
In one of his letters to his couſin, William Henry, 
Earl of Bath, at the camp in Flanders, dated. Sept. 4 
1711, he has theſe paſſages. | 
« You are placed at the head of a body of gentry, 
fi. e. by being Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall] en. ' 
« tirely diſpoſed in affection to you- and your fa- 
emily: you are born poſſeſſed of all thoſe amiable | 
« qualities which cannot: fail of fixing their hearts: 
> you have no other example to follow, but to tread | 
< in the eps of your anceſtors; it is all that is hoped, | 
«© or defired from you, You are upon an uncom- 
© mon foundation in that part of the world: your 
* anceſtors, for at leaſt five hundred years, never 
made any alliance, male or female, out of the wel- 
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tc tern counties. Thus there is hardly a gentleman}. 
u either in Cornwall or Devon, but has ſome of your 
«© blood, or you ſome of theirs. I remember, the 
« firſt time I accompanied your grand - father into 
« the weſt, upon his holding his parliamentof tiuners, 
© as Warden of the Stannaries, when there was the 
« moſt numerous appearance of gentry of both coun- 
« ties, that had ever been remembered together; I 
« obſerved there was hardly any one but whom he 
« called couſin, and I could not but obſerve at the 
c ſame time, how well they were pleaſed with it. Let 
« this be a leſſon for you, when it comes to yo¹ỹjũỹ 
« turn to appear amongſt them.—There is another - 
«« particular, in my opinion of no ſmall conſequence 
to the ſupport of your-intereſt, which I would re- 
tc commend to your imitation ; and that is to make 
„Stowe? your principal reſidence. I have heard . 
10 your grand- father ſay, if ever he lived to be poſ- 
* ſeſſed of New- Hall, he would pull it down, that 
your father might have no temptation to withdraw 
« from the antient ſeat of his family. From the 
*«« Conqueſt to the Reſtoration, your anceſtors con. 
« ſtantly reſided amongſt their countrymen, except 
© when the public ſervice called upon them to ſacri- 
« ice their lives for is 2 in __ grand-father's 


ü. 

| * Stowe was a 1 ſeat in the pariſh of Kilkkampios, 5 in 8 till 
about 1720, when it was pulled-down, and the materials ſold for little or 
nothing. Some veſtiges now remain juſt ſufficient to raiſe in the mind, a 


few melancho'y reflections on the mutations of fortune, and the vanity of all i] 
earthly grandeur, Sic tranſit N Mundi 2 | 
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time, till the civil wars broke out, was a kind of 
Academy for all the young men of family in the 
country: he provided himſelf with the beſt maſters 

of alt kinds for education; and the children of his 
 « neighbours and friends ſhared the advantage with 
his own. Thus he, in a manner, became the 
father of his country, and not only engaged the af- 
* fetion of the preſent generation, but laid a foun- 
dation of friendſhip for poſterity, which is not 
« worn out at this day. Upon this foundation, my 
k „Lord, you inherit friends without the trouble of 
* making them, and have only to preſerve them; an 
* eaſy taſk for you, to whom nature has been ſo libe- 
6 ral of every quality, neceſſary to attract affection, 
and gain the heart.—I muſt tell you the generality 
of our countrymen have been always Royaliſts : 
* you inherit too much loyal blood to like them the 
% worfe. There is an old faying amongſt them, © that 
. Godololin was never known to want wit; a Tre- 
« [awney, courage ; or a Granville, loyalty. . To 
fear Gop and honour the Kine, were ivjunRions 
fo clolely tacked together, that they ſeem to make 
„but one and the ſame command: a man may as 
* welt pretend to be a good chriſtian, without fearing 
« Cod; as a good ſubjett, without honouring the King. 
„DECO, PATRIE, Amicts, was your great grand-father 
„Sir Bevil's motto; in three words, he has added to 
66 his example a rule, which in following, you can 
© never err in any 185 of 3985 . 
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Lady Grace. Granville, daughter of Jobs Earl of 
Bath, and wife of Sir George, afterwards Lord Car- 
FLA, became, on the death of Earl William- Henry, 
her nephew, one of the co-heirs to the family eſtates 
in Devon and Cornwall. She was created Viſcounteſe 
Carteret, and Countels n . 1714. 
and died in 1744. 
The greateſt part of the Dernatkire eſtates wars | 
gets ſold during her life-time... -- '} {-- 

She was ſucceeded by her ſon John; 3 
Knight of the Garter. He was a very polite ſcholar; 
a patron of men of learning, and a moſt experienced 
ſtateſman. While but a young man he was ſend Am- 
baſſador to France and other Courts of Europe; he 
was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in the time of George 
I.; made a Principal Secretary of State under George 
II. and was Preſident of his preſent Majeſty's moſt 
Honourable Privy-Council at the time of his death, 
which happened Jan. 2, 1763. 

Lady Jane Granville, daughter of John firſt Earl 
of Bath, wife of Sir William Gower, left iſſue John, 
created Earl Gower by King George II. By the 
death of William-Henry Earl of Bath, he became 
one of the co-heirs, in right of his mother, to the 
Granville eſtates: Theſe were ſold in parcels, and at 
different times; ſome during the life of Grace Coun. 
teſs Granville, and others afterwards, particularly 
the manor of Bideford, which was purchaſed about 
the year 1750, by John Cleveland, Eſq. whoſe ſon 
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. bak enjoys it. In the diviſion of property between 


the claimants, the church livings in Devonſhire were 


| yielded to Lord: Gower, and thoſe in Cornwall to 


Lady Granville. The advowſon of the rectory of 
Bideford was purchaſed by Lewis Stucley, Eſq. and 


that of Doulton, by John Cleveland, Eſq. 


The Right Honourable Granville Leveſon Gower, 
fon of John Earl Gower, and now Marquis of Staf- 


ford, and Lord Privy Seal, is the direct lineal deſ2 


cendant of this illuſtrious. family, which, from its 
ſettlement in England to the preſent time, has never 


been noticed by any hiſtorian for any thing but loy- 


alty, bravery, and generoſity, with the honours which 


way crown but cannot Pn; thol@yirttes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. | 


»IDEFORD caboaſd of having given birth but to 
few perſons who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
ſo as to deſerve the labour of the hiſtorian. Under 
the chapter appropriated to the Granvilles, its chief 
honour in this reſpect has been already narrated : 
the preſent will only record a few particulars reſpe&- 
ing three ſingular characters. | 
Mr. Jonx STRANGE was born here at the cloſe of 
this ſixteenth century. His family came originally 
from Ireland, and were engaged here in an extenſive 
foreign commerce. He ſeems to have been eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſhed by providential deliverances, to ſerve 
an important purpoſe. When a youth, he fell from a 


very high cliff on the ſea coaſt in the neighbourhoods 
G g v 
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without any material hurt; at another time, an arrow, 


ſhot with violence, ſtruck him on the forehead with 


no other injury than juſt raſing the ſkin, and leaving a 


mark which continued to his death: The walls of the 
Bridge being very low, a malicious perſon once en- 
deavoured to throw him over, but was unexpeRedly 
interrupted. —Though he had always many ſhips at 
ſea, yet it is related that he never loſt one. 

His piety was uuaffected, his charity diffuſive, and 
his public ſpirit ſufficiently appeared in his conduct 
during the plague. His memory has been embalmed 


by the grateful tradition of his dcliverances, Idecetics 


and philanthropy. 


His deſcendants continued to be reſpeſtable mer- 


chants here till a few years ſince. At preſent only 


three unmarried ladies preſerve a name which in . 


bore which will never "Ye e a 


The "ING M r. Lewis Makes 1 to Oliver 


| Cromwell, and repreſentative of the ancient family of 
that name, ſeated at Afton, in the pariſh of Weſt 


Worlington, in this county, after his ejectment from 


the Cathedral of Exeter in 1662, ſettled at Bideford, 


and died chere in July 1687. He left four children, 
all born at Bideford, viz. Dennis, . 1 


and Sarah. -# 


Dennis died at Bideford i in 1741, Thomas, in 45737 
or 38, Lewis, who, was Recorder of Bigeford, died 


in Londan about 1753z and Sarah, he wife of George 


Buck, Elq. died 1742. | 


Lv 


Tuous 


1 


. 
Tuonuas Sructzx was a very extraordinary cha- 
racter, and was born June 6, 1681. He reſided ſome 
time in the Middle Temple, but never practiſed the 
law. Retiring to his native place, he conceived the 
idea of being able to diſcover the Quadrature of the 
Circle, and the Perpetual Motion. Such abſtract 
ſtudies kept him ſo much from company, that at ty 
he would not go out of doors. | 
By this means he became hypochondriacal, and was 
haunted with the dreadful apprehenſions of catching 
ſome epidemic diſorder, or of dying with want; and 
yet he lived in filthineſs, and would ſcarcely ever 85 | 
ceive money that was due to him. 85 
- Of his early neglect of pecuniary concerns it is re- 
| lated, that ſome years after he quitted his chambers, 
a gentleman who occupied them, ſeeing ſomething on 
a ſhelf over the door, took it down, and found it to 
be an old portmanteau, containing among other arti- 
cles, two hundred guineas. | 
He had a large quantity of gold and filver thrown 
into a heap in his bed-chamber, and as he was accuſ- | 
tomed to walking much, he had, by kicking the pieces 
aſide, made two paths through the heap, which re- 
mained ſo to his death. There was hardly a corner 
in his houſe but contained money in piles, to which 
the ſpiders hung their webs in peace, By this care- 
leſsneſs his executors loſs conſiderable ſums. When- 
ever he vouchſafed to receive any money, it was al- 
ways put into a baſon of water, and remained there 
ſome hours. Na 
G g 2 He . 
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He was fond of politics, and regularly read the 


newſpapers. When the Duke of Marlborough laid 


ſeige to any town in Flanders, Mr. Stucley would 


+ draw a plan of the place upon his kitchen floor, which, 
atcording to the Devonſhire cuſtom, was made of 


lime and aſhes, and by the intelligence of the newſ- 
papers, he would work at the plan with a pick axe, 


ſo that every conqueſt coſt him a new floor. 


At the acceſſion of George I. he was obliged to ap- 
pear at the Town-hall to ſwear allegiance; and the 


concourſe of people aſſembled to ſee him was immenſe. 
He wore then a little round hat covered with tar, and 


his beard was of an immoderate length. After this 
he never ſtirred ont of doors. He was afraid of having 
new clothes for fear of infection, and becauſe he would 
not ſee a new face, Though his ſervants lived well, 
yet they were always in a ragged condition, and could 
very rarely get permiſſion to have a new garment. 

He would never ſee any of 22 friends, not even x bis 


brothers and faſter. 


At his death there were two as 8 in his kitchen 
made by his conſtant walking ; and a large pit before 


the fire in which he uſed to fit. 


He died about 1738, and at his death his body was 


covered with vermin, He was interred in the family 


vault at Weſt-Worlington. Some account of him 
has been given. in Dr. Shebbeare's Letters on the 
Engliſh Nation, publiſhed in 1765. | 


Before I leave Mr. Stucley, it 2. not be improper 
N | to 


(. 9 ) | 
to mention that the name became extinct, by the WTR; 
of Mr. Lewis Stucley, and from him the family eſtate 
came to, George Buck, Eſq. in right of his mother. 
Jonx SHEBBEARE was born at Bideford, in 1709. 
His family was originally ſeated at 'a place called 
Shebbeare- Towne, in the pariſh of Abbotſham, but it 
was ſold I believe, by this perſon's father, Richard 
Shebbeare, who was an attorney at Bideford. He 
had two ſons, and two daughters, of whom the ſubject 
of the preſent notice was the eldeſt. 
John Shebbeare was educated under the learned 
Mr. Zachary Mudge, then maſter of the Grammar. 
School at Bideford, and who brought up a number xk 
excellent ſcholars. 

When he was about 16, be was apprenticed to Mr. 
John Marks, an eminent ſurgeon and apothecary at 
Bideford : and as ſoon as he was out of his time, he 
married a Miſs Corniſh, and ſet up his buſineſs. He 
| had two children here, John born September 4, 1734, 

and Elizabeth born April 6, 1737. In the year 1938, 
he removed to Briſtol, and enterred into partnerſhip 
with a Chymiſt. His firſt publication was a pamphlet 
on the Briſtol Waters, in 1740. I believe he did not 
continue long at Briſtol, nor is any thing known of 
him till 2752, when he viſited Paris, and obtained the 
degree of M. D. In 1754, he began his political 
courſe, with a novel which he entitled the Marriage 
Act. In this performance, he attacked the Miniſtry 
with ſuch aſperity, that be was taken up, but did not 
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remain long in confinement. He appears at that time 
to have practiſed as a phyſician, for the year following 


he publiſhed. his Practice of Phyſic,“ in two vols. 
8 vo. The ſame year appeared the beſt of his perfor- 


mances, entitled. Letters on the Engliſh Nation, by 


«« Battiſta Angeloni, a Jeſuit, who reſided many years 
in London. Tranſlated from the original Italian. 
«« vols. 8yo.”” This work was never in any other 
language than Engliſh. | | 
But what rendered him the moſt — were a 


ſeries of Letters to che People of England, begun in 
- 1755, and continued to 1758. They were ſo eagerly 
read by the people, and ſo obnoxious to the men in 


power, that on the publication of the Third Letter in 
1756, warrants were iſſued for apprehending the Author 


and Scot the publiſher, but this proſecution came to 


nothing, and the Dr. continued galling the Miniſtry, 


till. January 23, 1758; when by virtue of a warrant 


from the Secretary of State, all the copies of a Seventh 


Letter, were ſeized at the Printer's, and a proſecution 


commenced - againſt the Author. On the 17th of 
June the cauſe was tried, and the Dr. being found 
guilty, received ſentence November 28, to pay a fine 
of gl. to ſtand in the pillory at Charing-Croſs, Dec. 


3, to be confined three years, and give ſecurity for his 


good behaviour for ſeven years, himſelf in 1288 and 
two ſureties in 250). each. 


December g, he ſtood in the pillory, a a pro- 
N concourſe of people, * none attempted to 


. 


(291 ) 


injure him. Mr. Beardmore, the uniler; ſheriff, | 
being a friend of the Dr's, permitted him to ſtand un- 


confined on the platform of the-pillory, attended by a 


ſervant in livery, holding an umbrella over him. For 
this neglect, Beardmore was fined gol. and a 


two months. 


During Shebbeare's confinement, he publiſhed pro- 
poſals for a Hiſtory of England, but the work never 


appeare. 
He continued in the King's Bench the whole eric 


of his ſentence, and was treated with much ſeverity, '' 
| Soon after his releaſe, he received a penſion of ends 


in the adminiſtration of Mr. Grenville, procured from 


the King by Sir John Philips. About the ſame time 
Dr. Johnſon was penſioned in the ſame ſum, upon 


which a wag obſerved, that the King had nn a 
He Bear, and a She Bear. 


The Dr. from this time became a conſtant defender 
of government, and conſequently an object of obloquy 


to all the writers in oppoſition. He was exhibited in 
various publications under the moſt opprobrious epi- 


thets, and was made the ſubject of a figure in Mr. 


Hogarth's third election print. Though penſioned 


by government, he yet retained his Jacobitical prin- 


ciples to the laſt. One who Was acquainted with him 


has given his character in theſe words: 
« I never could learn that his medical profeſſion 
afforded him any great lucrative advantages, and there- 


. ertions 


fore conclude that he was chiefly indebted to the ex- 
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ertions of his literary talents for the means of ſupport. 
ing his family, and introducing them into the world, 
which he did in a reſpectable manner. He princi- 
pally diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a political writer. The 
part he took he uniformly ſupported with fervour.— 
In attacking his opponents, he was pointed and ſevere, 
and his warmth of temper ſometimes hurried him be. 
yond the bounds of liberal argumentation. He was 
no inconſiderable proficient in the uſe of irony and 
ridicule; his ſtyle was flowing, animated and nervous, 
his diftion equally ſpirited and forcible. My know- 
ledge of the Dr. for a ſeries of years, authorizes me 
to aſſert, that in the ſeveral duties of father, huſband, 
brother, relation and maſter, his behaviour was worthy 
of imitation. Though his temper was naturally warm, 
and he frequently in the decline of life, betrayed a 


. - tenaciouſneſs of opinion, and impatiency of cantradic- 


tion, bordering on obſtinacy, yet his conduct and 
actions would not juſtify any charge of ill- nature. 
He died in London, Auguſt 1, 1788. : 


* CHAP. 


CHAPTER x. 


WITCHES. 


Here met with a copy of the examination 


of the poor women mentioned page 46, 1 ima» 


gined that as it is very rare to be met with, it would 

not be unacceptable to my readers. : 

It is entitled . A true and impartial Relation of the 

* Informations againſt three Witches—who were in- 

« diQted, arraigned, and convicted at the Aſſizes hold- 

« en for the County of Devon, at the Caſtle at Exon, 

« Augaſt 14, 1682, with their ſeveral 
t &e. »» * 

G The Information of Dorcas Ces, 

the wife of Fohn Coleman, of Biddi- 

Ford aforeſaid, Mariner, taken upon 

* Va her Oath, 9 Thomas Gift, * 


- 


(234 ) 
of the Burrough, Town, and Man- 
nor of Biddiford, and John Davie, 
Alderman, &c. the 26th of Jah, 
Anno Domini, 168g, 
The ſaid I e upon her oath ſaith, That 
about the end of the month of Auguſt, in the year 


1680, ſhe was taken in tormenting pains, by pricking 
in her arms, ſtomach, and heart, in ſuch a manner as 


ſhe was never taken before. Upon which, ſhe, this 
Informant, did deſire one Thomas Bremincom, to 


repair unto Dr. Beare for ſome remedy for thoſe pains. 


And ſhortly afterwards the ſaid Dr. Beare did repair 


unto this Informant. And upon view of her body, 


he did ſay that it was paſt his ſkill to eaſe her of her 
pains; for he told her that ſhe was bewitch'd. And 
further ſaith, that at the time of her tormenting pains, 
ſhe did ſee her, the ſaid Suſanna Edwards in her 


chamber; and that ſhe this Informant, would point 
with her finger at what place in the chamber the ſaid 


Suſanna Edwards would ſtand, and where ſhe would 
go. And further ſaith, that ſhe hath continued ſo 


ever ſince, more or leſs every week. And faith, that 
when the ſaid Suſanna was apprehended concerning 


Grace Barnes, of Bidditord aforeſaid, that this Infor- 
mant did go to ſee the ſaid Suſanna: And that when 
the ſaid Suſanna was in priſon, ſhe did confeſs unto 
this Informant, hat ſhe had bewitch'd her, and done 
her ſome bodily harm by bewitching of her. And 
| thereupon ſhe fell down on her knees, and defired this 


| Tnformant to pray for her, the ſaid Suſanna Edwards. 


(2) The 


( 
(2) The Information of Thomas Bremincom, of Biddiz 
ford, in Hoon gereng gout. taken Sc. nn 
Jug. Anno Domini, 1682. | 
- The ſaid Informant upon his oath faith, that bons 
. two years ago, Dorcas Coleman, the wife of John , 
Coleman, of Biddiford aforeſaid, mariner, was taken 
very fick, and in her ſickneſs, this Informant did repair 
unto one Dr. Beare for ſome remedy for theſe pains. 
The ſaid Mr. Beare being come unto her, and upon 
view of her body, did ſay that it was paſt his {kill to 
eaſe her, by reaſon that ſhe was bewitched. And fur- 
ther ſaith, That after the ſaid Mr. Beare had'left her, 
he, this Informant, did ſee one Suſanna Edwards, of 
Biddiford aforeſaid, widow, to come into her chamber 
| to viſit her, the ſaid Dorcas. This Informant further 
faith, That as ſoon as the ſaid Dorcas did ſee the ſaid 
Suſanna Edwards, ſhe did ſtrive to fly in her face; but 
was not able to get out of the chair wherein ſhe ſate. 
This Informant, and John Coleman, the ſaid Dorcas's 
huſband, did ſtrive to help her out of the chair: upon 
which the ſaid Suſanna began to go backwards to go 
out of the chamber. And further faith, that when 
the ſaid Suſanna was almoſt' gone out of the chamber, 
the ſaid Dorcas did ſlide out of the chair upon her 
back, and ſo ſtrive to go after the ſaid Suſanna. But 
this Informant and her ſaid huſband, ſeeing her in ſuch 
a ſad condition, did endeavour to take her up from the 
ground, but could not until the ſaid Suſanna was gone 
down over the ſtairs. This Informant further ſaith, 
H h 2 Tha 


George Beare being adviſed with concerning her fick- 
_ neſs, in this deponent's abſence, (whilſt he was at fea) 


by his ſaid wife, and his uncle Thomas Bremincom, at 
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when ſhe could neither ſee nor ſpeak, by reaſon that 
her pains were ſo violent upon her, this Informant 
Bath ſeen her, the ſaid Dorcas, to point with her hand 


which way the ſaid Sufanna was gone. And faith, 


| that immediately after, he hath gone out at the fore- 


door, and bath ſeen the ſaid Suſanna to go the ſame 


way, that the faid Dorcas did point with her hand. 


(% The Jnſormation of John Coleman, of Bidliford, in 


the County e tit mms 
1682. 


The ſaid Informant upon his oath faith, That Dor- 


cas Coleman his wife, has been a long time fick, in a 
very ſtrange and unuſual manner; and he hath fought 


far and near for remedy. And faith, that one Dr. 


the ſaid Mr, Beare hath, (as this Informant was told 


his return) ſaid, that it was paſt his ſkill to preſcribe 
directions for her cure, becauſe that the ſaid Dorcas 


vas bewitcht. This Informant further-ſaith; That 


about three months laſt paſt, his faid wife was fitting 


in a chair, and being ſpeechleſs, he, this Informant, 
did ſee one Suſanna Edwards, of Biddiford; to come 
into the chamber under a pretence to viſit her.— 
Whereupon this Informant”s wife did firive to come 
at her, the ſaid Suſanna, but could not get out of the 
N n this Informant and the ſaid Thos. 


Bremin- 


( 


W e ee of the * 2 
and the ſaid Suſanna did go towards the chamber - door. 
And further ſaith ; That when the ſaid Suſanna wass 
come at the chamber-door, ſhe the ſaid Dorcas, (re- 
chair upon her back, and ſo ſtrove to come at her, the 


ſaid Suſanna, but was not able to riſe from the ground, 


until the faid Suſanna was gone down the ſtairs. And 


further ſaith, That the ſaid Dorcas hath continued in 


ſuch, a ſtrange and unuſual manner of ſickneſs ever 


| ſince, unto this day with ſome intermiſſions. R 
% The Information of Grace Thomas, of Biddiford, 
in the County afereſaid, Spinſter, talen upon her Oath, the 
3d Day of July, Anno Domini 1682, before us GM. 

The ſaid Informant upon her oath ſaith, That 


upon or about the ad day of February, which was in 
the year of our Lord 1680, this Informant was taken 


with great pains in her head, and all her limbs, which 
pains continued on her till near, or upon the iſt day 


of Auguſt then following ; and then this Informant's 


pains began to abate, and this Informant was able to 
walk abroad to take the air: But in the night ſhe was 


in much pain, and not able to take her reſt. This 


Informant further ſaith, That upon or about the goth 


day of September, now laſt paſt, this Informant was 
going up the High-ſtreet, of Bideford, where this In. 
| formant met with Temperance Lloyd, of Biddiford 
aforeſaid, widow, and ſhe, the faid Temperance, did 


then and there fall down on her knees to this Infor- 
k . 4 mant, | 
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"| is ey wept, faying, Mrs. Grace Ian glado fee you 
/ firong- again. ©. Upon which this Informant ſaid, 
ß doft thou weep for me ? Unto which the ſaid Tem- 
perance replied, - I weep for jch to ſee you fo well again, 
2e the ſaid Femperance then pretended. This Infor- 
mant further ſaith, That that night ſhe this Informant, 
was taken very ill with ſticking and pricking pains, as 
tho” pins and awls had been thruſt into her body, 
from the crown of her head, to the ſoles of her feet; 
and this Informant lay as tho? it had been upon a 
rack. And faith, that theſe pricking pains have con- 
tinned upon her body ever ſince; and that her pains 
are much worle by night than by day. This Infor- 
mant further ſaith, That on Thurſday the 1ſt of June 
laſt, in the night, ſhe this Informant was bound and 
ſeemingly chain'd up, with all her ſticking pains 
gather'd together in her belly; ſo that on a ſudden 
her belly was as big at two bellies, which caus'd her to 
cry out, F ſhall die, I ſhall die; and in this ſad condi- 
tion this Informant lay as tho? ſhe had been dead for 
a long ſpace, (which thoſe perſons that were in the 
chamber with her, this Informant did compute to be 
about two hours). And this Informant further ſaith, 
That on Friday night laſt, being the goth of June, 
this Informant was again pinch'd and prick'd to the 
heart, with ſuch cruel thruſting, pains in her head- 
Houlders, arms, hands, thighs, and legs, as tho” the 
fleſh would have been then immediately torn from the 
* with a man's — thumbs. And further 
ALL | faith 


tw) FE 


Kaub, That: ſhe was; even pluck's'ont over her bed; 


and lay in this condition for the ſpace of three hours, 
las the was inform d by ſome of the perſons then in 
the chamber). This Informant further ſaith, That 


upon the 41ſt day of this inſtant July, as ſoon as the 
_ aforeſaid Temperance, Lloyd was apprehended, and 


put in the priſon of Biddiford; the this Informant im- 


mediately felt her pricking and ſticking pains to ceaſe 
and abate. And faith, that ſhe hath continued ſo 
ever ſince unto this time; but is ſtill in great weak- 
neſs of body. And further ſaith, That ſhe believeth 
that the ſaid Temperance Lloyd hath been an inſtru- 


ment of doing much hurt and harm unto her body, | 
by pricking and tormenting of her in * 5 


ſhe hath ſet forth. 


66) The Information of Elizabeth Taftchurch, wiſe of 


Thomas Eaftchurth, of Biddiford, gent. taken upon ker oath 


Sc. the gd of Fuly, Anno Dom. 1682. 
The ſaid Informant upon heroath ſaith, That upon | 


the ad day of this inſtant July, the ſaid Grace Thomas 
then lodging in this Informant's ſaid huſband's houſe, 


and hearing of her to complain of great pricking pains 5 


in one of her knees, ſhe this Informant did ſee her 
ſaid knee, and obſerved that ſhe had nine places in her 


knee which had been prickt; and that every. of the 


ſaid pricks were as tho” it had been the prick of a 
thorn. Whereupon this Informant upon the ſame 
ad of July, did demand of the ſaid Temperance Lloyd, 


whether ſhe had any wax or clay in the form of a pic- 
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Aways ies prick d and tormented the aid 
Grace Thomas? Unto which the ſaid Temperance 
made anſwer, that ſhe had no wax or clay, but con- 
feſs'd that ſhe had only a piece of leather, VI De 
had prick'd nine times. 
(6) The Information of Anne Wakely, wife of Williem 
| Watch, of Biddford, Hybandman, taken the 34 of Jul 
Anno Dom. 1682. 
Ie ſaid Informant upon ber bak faith, That upon 
the 2d day of July inſtant, ſhe this deponent, by order 
of Mr. Mayor, did ſearch the body of the ſaid Tem- 
| perance Lloyd, in the preſence of Honor Hooper and 
ſeveral other women. And upon ſearch of her ſaid 
body, ſhe this Informant did find in her ſecret parts, 
two teats, hanging nigh together, like unto a piece of 
' fleſh that a child had ſuckt: And that each of the ſaid 
teats was about an inch in length. Upon which this 
Informant did demand of her, the ſaid Temperance, 
whether ſhe had been ſuckt at that place by the black 
man meaning the Devil. Whereto the ſaid Tem- 
perance did acknowledge, that ſhe had been ſuckt 
there often times by the black man; and the laſt 
time that ſhe was ſuckt by the ſaid black man, was 
the Friday before ſhe was ſearch'd, viz. the goth 
of June laſt, And this Informant ſaith, That ſhe 
hath been an attendant of the faid Grace Thomas 
about fix weeks laſt paſt; and that on Thurſday, 
the 29th of June laſt, in the morning, the this 
mme my ſomething in the ſhape of a mag- 
| Pie, 
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pie to come at the chamber · window, where the 
ſaid Grace did lodge. Upon which this Informant 
did demand of the ſaid Temperance, whether ſhe 
did know of any bird to come and flutter at the 
ſaid window. Unto which queſtion the ſaid Tem- 
perance did then ſay, that it was the black man, in 
the ſhape of a bird; and that ſhe the ſaid Temper- 
ance, was at that time by the ſaid Thomas Eaſt- 
church's door, of the houſe where the ſaid Grace 
Thomas did lodge. 
The like is depoſed by Honor Hooper: 8 
unto the ſaid Thomas Eaſtchurch, as appears by her 
information, taken upon her oath, the day and year 
aboveſaid, before the ſaid Thomas - Giſt, Mayor, and 
John Davie, Alderman of Biddiford. | 
(7) Temperance Lloyd, her Examination, taken ie 
3 of Fuly, Anno Domini 1682. 
The ſaid Informant being brought before us, by TRE, 
ſome of the Conſtables of the ſaid Burrough, upon 
the complaint of Thomas Eaſtchurch, of Biddiford 
aforeſaid, gent. and charged upon ſuſpition of having 
uſed ſome magical art,” ſorcery, or witchcraft upon 8 
the body of, Grace Thomas, of Biddiford, ſpinſter; 
and to have had diſcourſe or familiarity wich the 
Devil, in the ſhape of a black man: And being de- 
manded how long fince ſhe had diſcourſe or fami- 
liarity with the Devil, in the likeneſs of a black man, 
ſaith, That about the goth of September laſt, ſhe - 


met ; with Ws. Devil, in the likeneſs of a black man, 
| I i | about 
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3 * middle of the afternoon of that day, in a 
certain ſtreet or lane, in the town of Biddiford, called 
Higher Gunſtone Lane: And then and there, he did 
tempt and ſolicit her to go with him, to the houſe of 
the ſaid Thomas Eaſt church, to torment the body of 


the ſaid Grace Thomas; which this examinant at 


firſt did refuſe to do; But afterwards, by the temp- 
tation and perſwaſion of the Devil, ſhe did go to the 


; houſe of the ſaid Thomas Eaſtchurch, and that ſhe 


went up the ſtairs after the ſaid black man; and con- 
feſſeth, that both of them went up into the chamber 
where the ſaid Grace Thomas was, and that there 
they found one Anne Wakely, the wife of William 
Wakely, of Biddiford, rubbing and ſtroaking one of 
the arms of the ſaid Grace Thomas. And the ſaid 
examinant doth further confeſs, that ſhe did then 
and there, pinch with the nails of her fingers, the 
ſaid Grace Thomas, in her ſhoulders; arms, thighs, 
and legs; and that afterwgtds they came down into 
the ſtreet together; and That there this examinant 
did ſee ſomething in the form of a grey or braget cat; 
and - ſaith, That the ſaid cat went into the ſaid 
Thomas Eaſtchurch's ſhop. The ſaid examinant 
being further demanded, whether ſhe went any more 
unto the ſaid Thomas Eaſtchurch's houſe, ſaith and 
confeſſeth, That the day following ſhe came again, 
to the ſaid Thomas Eaſtchutch's houſe, inuſchle, and 
was not ſeen by any perſon ; but there this exami- 
nant did meet vith the Wie cat as aforeſaid ; and 

| the 
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the aid cat did retire and leap back” into Wa faid 
Thomas Eaſlchurch's ſhop. The ſaid examinanr | 
being further demanded, when the was at the ſaid 
Thomas Eaftchurch's houſe the laft time, faith, 
that ſhe was there upon Friday the goth of June laſt; 
and that the Devil, in the fhape of the ſaid black 
man, was there with her: And that they went up 
again into the ſaid chamber, where ſhe found the ſaid 
Grace Thomas lying in her bed, in a very ſad condi- 
tion: Notwithſtanding which ſhe, thisexaminant and 
the ſaid black man did torment her again: And ſaith 
and confeſſeth, that ſhe, this examinant, had almoſt 
drawn her out of her bed, and that on purpoſe to put 
the ſaid Grace out of her life. And further ſaith, 
That the black man, (or rather the Devil,) did pro- 
miſe this examinant that no one ſhould diſcover her. 
And confeſſeth that the ſaid black man, or the Devil, 
did ſuck her teats, which ſhe now bath in her ſecret 
parts: And that ſhe did kneel down to him in the 
ſreet, as ſhe was returning to her own houſe, and 
aſter that they had tormented the ſaid Grace Thomas 
in manner as laſt above-mentioned. _ Being demand- 
eld of what ſtature the ſaid black man was, faith, that 


he was about the length of her arm; and that'his 


eyes were vety big; and that he hopt or leapt in the 
way before her; and afterwards did fuck ber again 
as ſhe was lying : ALY and that his ſucking was with 
a great pain unto her, and afterwards vaniſhed clear 
a Way out of her Gght, Thisexaminant doth further 

ä 


/ 


( 444) 


- confeſs, That upon. the 1ſt of june laſt, whilſt che 
ſaid Mr. Eaſtchurch and his wife were abſent, 
that ſhe did pinch and prick the ſaid Grace n 
with the aid and help of the blaci man, in her belly, 
ſtomach, and breaſt ; and that they continued ſo tor- 
menting of her, about the ſpace of two or three 
hours, with an intent to have killed her. And fur. 
ther faith, that at the ſame time, ſhe did ſee the ſaid 
Anne Wakely, rubbing and chafing of ſeveral parts 
of the ſaid Grace Thomas, her body; altho' the ſaid 
Anne, being preſent at taking of this examination, 
doth affirm that ſhe did not ſee the faid examinant. 

(8) Whereas the ſaid, Temperance Lloyd, hath made 
fuck an ample confeſſion and declaration concerning the faid 
Grace Thomas, we, the ſaid Mayor and Juſtices, were in- 
| duced to demand of her, ſome other queſtions concerning 
other Witcheries, which ſhe had ract ifed upon the bodies 
of ſeveral other perſons within this Town, vi. 

She, the ſaid examinant did confeſs, that about the 

14th of March, in the year 1670, ſhe was accuſed: 
indicted, aid arraigned for practiſing of witchcraft 
upon the body of William Herbert, late of Biddiford, 
| huſbandman : And that altho at the trial of her life, 
at the Caſtle of Exeter, ſhe was there acquitted by 
the Judge and Jury then; yet this examinant doth 
now confeſs, that ſhe.is guilty thereof by the perſwa- 
ſion of the black man, and that ſhe did prick the ſaid 
William Herbert unto death, 
And: whereas upon, or about-the 15th of May, in 


the * 1679, ſhe was accuſed — the then Mayor 
and 


(26 ) ; 


4 Juſtices of the Town of Biddiford aforeſaid; for, 
practiſing witchcraft upon the body of Anne Fellow, 
the daughter of Edward Fellow, of, Biddiford, gent: | 
And altho* her body was then ſearched by four 
women of the. town of Biddiford, and the proofs then 
againſt her, not ſo clear and conſpicuous, the ſaid 
Mr. Fellow, did not further proſecute againft her; 
yet this examinant doth now confeſs, That the ſaid 
black man; or Devil, with her, this examinant, did 
do ſome bodily hurt to the ſaid Anne Fellow, and 
that thereupon the ſaid Anne did War die and de- 
| Narr — os % | Reg, 
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00 7 we, Thomas Eaſtchurch, and Eliza- 
| beth Eaftchurch, his SPY Honor Hooper, and Anne, 


Wakely, upon yeſterday, which was the gd of July, 
1682, did give in our ſeveral informations upon our 


oaths, before Thomas Giſt, mayor, and John Davie, 


alderman, two of his Majeſties' Juſtices of the Peace, 
within the Burrough, &c. of Biddiford, againſt Tem- f 
perance Lloyd, for uſing and practiſing witchcraft, 
upon the body of Grace Thomas, as by our ſeveral 
examinations it doth appear: But becauſe we were 
diſſatisfied i in ſome particulars concerning a piece of 
leather, which the ſaid Temperance confeſſed of un- 
to the ſaid Elizabeth Eaſtchurch, and we, conceiving 
that there might be ſome enchantment uſed in or 
about the ſame leather ; ; Therefore upon this preſent 
4th 
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aof july, we, with the leave of Mr. Mayor, did 
bring the ſaid Temperance into the pariſh church of 
Biddiford, in the preſence of Mr. Michael Ogilby, 
Rector of the fame pariſh church, and divers other 
perſons, where the ſaid Temperance was demanded 
| by the ſaid Mr. Ogilby, how long fines the Devil did 
tempt her to do evil. Wheretpor' ſhe did confefs, 
That about 12 years ago, ſhe was tempted by the 
"Devil, to be inſtramental to the death of William 
Herbert. And that the Devil did promiſe her, that 
| ſhe ſhould Eve well, and do well. And the did then 
alſo confeſs, That ſhe was an inſtrument of the death. 
of the ſaid William Herbert. And as to the ſaid Grace 
Thomas, ſhe further confeſſed, that on Friday the 
23d of Junelaſt; ſhe, the faid Temperance, came in- 
to the ſaid Thomas Eaſtchurch's ſhop; in the form of 
2 Cat; and fetcht out of the ſame ſhop; a puppet, or 
picture, (commonly called a child's baby,) arid that 
ſhe carried the ſame into the chamber where the ſaid 
Grace did lodge, and left it about the bed, where the 
ſaid Grace did lie; but would not confeſs that ſhe had 
prickt any pins in the ſaid puppet, or baby- picture, 
altho' ſhe were demanded particularly that queſtion, 
by the ſaid Mr. Ogilby. Allo the ſaid Temperance 
did then confeſs, That ſhe was the cauſe of the death 
of Anne Fellow, the daughter of Edward Fellow.— 
Alſo ſhe did then confeſs, that ſhe was the cauſe of 

the death of one Jane Dallyn, wife of Symon Dallyn, 
of Biddiford, mariner, by pricking her in one of her 

eyes. 


Cow 3 


eyes, which ſhe did ſo ſecretly perform, that ſbe em 
never diſcovered or puniſhed for the ſame. Alſo the 
ſaid Temperance did confeſs and declare, that ſhe did 
| heyitch unto death, one Lydia Burman, of Biddiford, 
ſpinſter, becauſe ſhe had been a witneſs againſt her at 
the trial for her life, at the Aſſizes, when ſhe was ar- 
raigned for the death of the ſaid William Herbert, and 
had depoſed that the ſaid Temperance had appeared 
to her in the ſhape of a red pig, at ſuch time as the 
| ſaid Lydia was hreving in the houſe of Humphry 
Ackland, of Biddiford. - | 
"Ro ee demanded in what part of the houſe 
of the ſaid Mr. Eaſtchurch, or in what part of the 
bed, whereon the ſaid Grace Thomas lay, ſhe left the 
puppit above mentioned, ſaith, That ſhe would not 
nor muſt not diſcover: for if ſhe did diſcover the 
ſame, that the Devil would tear her in pieces.* | 
And afterwards Mr, Ogilby defired her to ſay the 
Lord's Prayer, and her Creed; which ſhe imperfeRtly 
performing, he did give her many good exhortations, 
and ſo departed from her, 
In witneſs whereof, we have hereunto ſet our hands, 
this 4th of July, Anno Domini 1682. 
(10). The Information of Thomas Eaſtchurch, of Biddi- 
ford, Gent. taken the gd of July, Anno Dom. 1682. 


The laid Informant upon his oath faith, That upon 


| yeſterday, 
It appears very ridicylous that the Devil ſhould ſuffer her to confeſs ſs . 
much important matter, and yet forbid her ſuch a trifle as this. From the 
whole of her confeſſion, it is apparent that ſhe was frightened out of ber. 
ſenſes, and acknowleged a crime ſhe was incapable of, 
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1 which was the ad of July, he did hear the 
ſaid Temperance Lloyd ſay and confeſs, that about the 
goth of September laſt, as ſhe was returning from the 
| bakehouſe with a loaf of bread under her arm towards 
her own houſe, ſhe did meet with ſomething in the 
likeneſs of a black man, in the ſtreet called Higher 


Gunſtone Lane, within this Town, and then, and 


there, the {aid black man did tempt and perſwade her 
to go to this Informant's houſe, to torment one Grace 
Thomas, who is this Informant's ſiſter in law, That 
the ſaid Temperance did firſt refuſe the temptation, 
faying, that the faid Grace Thomas had done her no 
harm. But afterwards, by the further perſwaſion of 
the faid black man, ſhe did go to this Informant's 

houfe ; and that ſhe went up the ſtairs after the black 
man: And confeſſed that both of them went into the 


chamber where this Informant's ſaid ſiſter- in- law was, 
and that there they found Anne Wakely, rubbing one 
of the arms, and one of the legs of the ſaid Grace 


Thomas. And this Informant further ſaith, That 
the ſaid Temperance did alſo confeſs, that the black 
man did perſwade her to pinch the ſaid Grace in the 
knees, arms, and ſhoulders; intimating with her fingers 
how fhe did it. And that when ſhe came down ſtairs 


into the ſtreet, ſhe ſaw a braget Cat go into the Infor- 


mant's ſhop; and that ſhe believed it to be the Devil. 
And this Informant did hear the ſaid Temperance 
confeſs, that on Friday night laſt, the black man did 


meet with -her near her own door, about. ten of the 
f | GN. 
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dock, and there did again tempt her to go to this 
Informant's houſe, and to make an end of the ſaid 


Grace Thomas. Whereupon the ſaid Temperance 


did go to this Informant's houſe with the black man, 
and that ſhe went into the chamber where the ſaid 
Grace lay. And further did confeſs, that ſhe did 
pinch; and prick the ſaid Grace Thomas again, in 

ſeveral parts of her body, (declaring with both her 


hands, how ſhe did it). And that thereupon the ſaid 


Grace did cry out terribly. And confeſſed, that the 
ſaid black man told her, that ſhe ſhould make an end 
of the ſaid Grace Thomas. And further did confeſs, 


that the black man did promiſe her, that no one ſhould: 


| diſcover her, or ſee her. And ſhe alſo confeſſed, that 
about 12 of 'the clock that ſame night, the black man 


did ſack her in the ſtreet, ſhe kneeling down to him. 
That he had blackiſh clothes, and was about the length 


of her arm, That he had broad eyes, and a mouth 
| like a toad, and afterwards vaniſht clear away out of 
her fight. This Informant further ſaith, that be heard 
the ſaid Temperance confeſs, that about the 1ſt of June 


laſt, the ſaid black man was with her again, and told 


her, that on that night ſhe ſhould make an end of the 
ſaid Grace Thomas; and confeſſed, that ſhe had griped 
the ſaid Grace in her belly, ſtomach, and breaſt, and 
clipt her to the heart: And that the ſaid Grace did 


cry out pitifully. And that the ſaid Temperance was 


about the ſpace , of two hours tormenting her. And 


that Anne Wiha, (with ſeveral other women) were 


K E then 
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8 in the chamber, but could not ſee the faid Tem- 
perauce: and that the black man ſtood by her in the 
lame room. This Informant further ſaith, that he 


* * 


1 a that the ſaid Grace Thomas in her ſickneſs, 

bad been afflicted through a diſtemper, ariſing from a 
| Eu 5 [natural cauſe, and did repair to ſeveral phyficians, but 
8 that ſhe could never receive * en 8 by 
them. | 


2 - 5 a 602 The N f inte, Herbert, of Bideford, 


* Blackſmith, taken. the 5268 ef Anguft Ao 22 

1682. 

This Informant upon his oath ſaith, chat near or 
upon the 2d of Febrlidry, in the year 1670, he did 


hear his father, William Herbert, declare on his death 


bed, that Temperance Lloyd, of Biddiford, widow, 


bud bewitched his faid father unto death. This In- 
© formant's.father further declaring to this Informant, 
that he with the reſt of his relations ſhould view his 
| father's body after his deceaſe, and that by his body 
they ſhould ſee what prints and marks the afoteſaid 


Temperance had made upon his body. And ſaith 


that his father did lay his blood to the charge of the 
| ſaid Temperance Lloyd, and defired this Informant 
tdb ſee her apprehended for the ſame; which was ac- 
\  cordingly done; and faith that ſhe was accuſed for the 


33 5 Lame, but that ſhe was then acquitted at the Aſſizes. 


Informant further ſaith, that upon the 4th of 


Er his 
3 75 laſt, be went to the priſon of Biddiford, where 


_ the] bid * was, and demanded of her whe- 
„ 5 IN ber 


Po 


. 


655 251 Jl Bn 
8 tl ſha had down any bodily. Sonata the id Wik | 
liam Herbert deceaſed; | unto which ſhe. anſwered, +. | 
. Surdy Wilham. I did lll thy father, This Informant - © 
did demand of her further, whether ſhe had done any. 
hurt to one Lydia Burman late. of Biddiford, unto 
| which the ſaid Temperance anſwered that ſhe was the 
cauſe of her death. This informant demanded of her 

why he had not confeſſed ſo much when ſhe was in 
- priſon laſt time? She anſwered that hex time was not 
expired; for the Devil had given her greater power 
and a longer time, And this Informant did hear the 
ſaid Temperance confeſs that. ſhe was the cauſe of the 
death of Anne Fellow, daughter of Edward Fellow, 
of Biddiford, gent. And alſo that ſhe the ſaid Tem- 2 
perance was the cauſe of the bewitching out of one of 
the eyes of Jane | the wife * TOP Dallyn, of Bid. 
diford, mariner. | 
(18) The Information” of John Barnes, of Biddijord, 
| .  Jroman, taken the 18th of July Anno Dom. 1682. 
The faid Informant upon his oath faith, that upon 
Eaſter Tueſday, which was the 18th of May laſt, this. 
Informant was taken with very great pains of ſtick- 
ing and pricking in her arms, ſtomach, and breaſt, as 
tho” the had been ſtabb'd with awls, being ſo deſcribed _ 
unto him by the ſaid Grace, in ſuch manner as this 
Informant thought ſhe would have died immediately ; 
and in ſuch fad condition ſhe hath continued to this 
preſent day in tormenting and grieyous pains. And 1 
further faith that upon 1 laſt which was the 16h 
"ES . <i>; 
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of July int. about 10 of the clock in the den. 
this Informant's ſaid wife was taken worſe than before, 
inſomuch as four men and women could hardly bold 

her. And at that time one Agnes Whitefield, wife 

of ſohn Whitefield of Biddiford, cordwainer, being 
in this Informant's houſe, and hearing ſomebody at 
the door, ſhe did open the door, where ſhe found one 
Mary Trembles of Biddiford, ſingle woman, ſtanding 
with a white pot in her hand as tho? ſhe had been 
going to the common bakehoufe, And thereupon 
this Informant's wife did aſk of the ſaid Agnes who 
it was that was at the door? Unto which the ſaid 
Agnes anſwered that it was Mary Trembles. Then 
this Informant's wife ſaid, that ſhe, the ſaid Mary 


Trembles, was one of them that did torment her, and 


that ſhe was come now to put her, the ſaid Grace, 
out of her life. 


5 (4 .) The Information * Grace Bays, the wife of Foln 


Barnes, of Biddiford, yooman, taken the 2d of ! 
Anno Dom. 1682. 


The faid Informant upon her oath faith, that ſhe 
bath been very much pain d and tormented in her 
body theſe many years laſt paſt, inſomuch that ſhe 
hath ſought out for remedy far and near, and never 
had any ſuſpicion that ſhe had any magical art or 
witchcraft uſed upon her body, until about a year and 
half ago, that ſhe was informed by ſome phyſicians 
that it was ſo. And further faith that thereupon ſhe 

had ſome W N one Suſannah Edwards, of 
Bidadiford, 


| 253. 5 ; 5 
Biddiford, widow, * that the ſaid Suſanna would 
oftentimes repait to this Informant's haſband's houſe 
upon frivolous or tis occaſions at all, And further 
faith, that about the middle of May laſt, the was taken 
with very great pains of ſticking and pricking in her 
arms, breaſt, and heart, as though divers awls had 
been prick'd or ſtuck into her body, and was in great 
tormenting pain for many days and nights together, 
with very little intermiſſion. And faith, that upon 
Sunday the 16th of July laſt, ſhe was taken in a very 
grievous and tormenting manner; at which inſtant of 
time one Agnes Whitefield, the wife of John White. 
field. of Biddiford, was in this Informant's houſe, who 
opening the door, and looking out found one Mary 
Trembles of Biddiford, ſtanding before the door. And 
thereupon this Informant did aſk of the ſaid Agnes 
twho it was that ſtood at the door ; who anſwered that 
it was the ſaid Mary Trembles, Upon which this In- 
formant was fully aſſured that the ſaid Mary Trembles 
together with the ſaid Suſanna Edwards, were the very 
perſons that had tormented her by uſing ſome magi- 
cal art or withcraft upon her body as aforeſaid. 

(14.) The Information of William Edwards, of Biddi. 
Ford, Blackſmith, taken the 18th of July, Anno Dom. 
1682. 
I he ſaid Informant upon his oath ſaith, that upon 

the 17th of july inſt. this Informant did hear Suſanna 
Edwards confeſs, that the Devil had carnal knowledge 
ol her body; and that he had ſyck'd her in the breaſt, 


- 8, 1 1 * 
"a. Aud Ember Path that he did bear the cud su- 
3 fauna to ſay, that ſhe and one Mary Trembles of Bid- 
N 155 dae, did appear hand in hand inviſible in John 
EE: Barnes“ houſe, of Biddiford, where Grace the wife of 
5 Nine | the ſaid John Barnes did lie in a very ſad condition. — 
=: be And further faith, that he did then alſo hear the ſaid 
; +: ©. Suſanna to fay, that ſhe and the ſaid Mary Trembles 
25 35 15 of were at that time come to make an end of the oe 
- 653. The Information of 3 i ae fs 
thony Jones, of Biddiford, huſbandman, * 72 5 | 
18 l Ain Dom. 1666. 
1 £4 2 4 The ſaid Informant upon her oath, ſich, 'thatupon 
Ep - this 18th of July, ſhe, this Informant, being preſent 
a | Suſanna Edwards, of Biddiford, widow, there 
came in to ſee the ſaid Suſanna, one John Dunning, 
es 4 = Great-Torrington, which ſaid· John Dunning, 
+. _ * this Informant did hear him to demand of the ſaid 
Ig 3 Salanna, how and by what means ſhe became a 
5 Net witch... Unts which, queſtion the ſaid Suſanna did 
| anſwer; that ſhe did never confeſs afore now, but now 
ve would. And further ſaith; that The did hear the . 
id Sufatina confeſs unto the faid John Dunning, | 
bat Me was on a time out gathering of wood, at which 
ine the faid Sulanna did ſee a Gentleman to draw 
PI 6 ph unto her; whereupon ſhe was in good hopes to 
8 = have piece of money of him. This Informant fur- 
. - they faith, that the ſaid John Dunning did demand of 
5 a WY aid Suſanna, where ſhe did meet with the faid 
| "= N iy Aid Auger, * it Was in 1 23 
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Si And further ſalth, that- after the lad NY "MY 


| Dunning was gone, this Informant did hear tlie Haid 1 
'* Suſanna confeſs, that on Sunday the 26th inſtant. 
- The, with Mary Trembles, and by the help of the 1 
Devil, did prick and torment Grace, the wife of John 1 | 
Barnes, of Biddiford. And this Informant further 


_ Faith, that ſhe did hear the faid Suſanna Edwards, and 
Mary Trembles, fay and "confeſs, that they did this 
_ Preſent day torment and prick her, the ſaid Grace 


Barnes again. And further faith, that ſhe did bear ON , 8 0 
the ſaid Mary Trembles fay unto the ſaid Sufanna ©. © 
Edwards, O thou Rogue, I will now confeſs all: for 


"thou that haft- made me to be @ witch, and thou art one . 
Jett, and my conſcience muſt ſwear it. Unto which the 


aid Suſanna replied, I did not think that thou woulde ef 7% 
Bs have been fuch a Rogue to diſcover it, And further faith, 


that the faid Suſanna did confeſs, that the Devil did 
oftentimes carry about her ſpirit. And further faith, 


that ſhe did hear the ſaid Sulanna fay and coal | 6 5 5 : 
2 that ſhe did prick and torment Dorcas Coleman, e 


| wife of John Coleman, of Biddiford, martiner. "And 


| further faith, that ſhe did hear the ſaid Suſanna: Ed. 5 1 
wards to confels, that ſhe was ſackt in her breaſt (eyeral EN h 
times by the Devil, in the ſhape of a boy, lying by! her "IH 


in her bed, and that it was very cold unto her, AUA 


. this Informant further faith,” that her huſband obſerve. &; 
ing the ſaid Suſanna to gripe and twinkle her hands 


upon her own body, ſaid unto her, Thoug Deol; thow- - 
1 A . 
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the ſaid Suſanna was diſpleaſed with him, and Gid, 
Well enough, Il fit thee; And at that preſent time, 
the ſaid Grace Barnes was in great pain, with prickings 
- and ſtabbings unto her heart, as ſhe did afterwards 
affirm. This Informant further faith, that one of the 
Conſtables, and her ſaid Huſband, with ſome others, 
| were ſent by Mr. Mayor, to bring the ſaid Grace 
Barnes unto the town-hall of Biddiford aforeſaid ; 
which they did accordingly do; and immediately. as 
ſoon as he, with others, had led, and with much ado 
brought the ſaith Grace Barnes into the town-ball, 
the ſaid - Suſanna Edwards turned about, and looked 
upon her ſaid huſband, and forthwith this Informant's 
huſband was taken in a very ſad condition, as he was 
leading and ſupporting the ſaid Grace Barnes up the 
ſtairs of the ſaid town-hall, before tHe Mayor and Juſ- 
tices ;' infomuch that he cried out, Wi ife, I am now be- 
witched by this Devil, meaning. Suſanna Edwards; and 
forthwith leapt and caper'd like a mad-man, and fell 
a ſhaking, quivering, and foaming, and lay for the 
{pace of half an hour, like a dying or dead man. And 
at length coming to his ſenſes again, did declare unta 
this Informant, that the ſaid Suſanna Edwards had 
bewitch'd him. And this Informant further faith, 
that ſhe did never know her ſaid huſband to be taken 
in any fits or convulſions, but a perſon of a ſound and 
„ healthy body ever fince he hag been thus ne, 


buſband. 


| (6) 


(9) 
(16.) Ne Information of Anthony Jones, of Biddiford, 
Huſbandman, taken the 19th of July, Anno Dom. 168. 
The ſaid Informant upon his oath, ſaith, that yel- 
terday, whilſt the ſaid Suſanna Edwards was in the 
town-hall of Biddiford, concerning the ſaid Grace 
Barnes, he did obſerve the ſaid Suſanna to gripe, and 
twinkle her hands upon her own body, in an unuſual 
manner : whereupon this Informant did ſay unto her, 
Thou Devil, thou art now tormenting ſome perſon or other. 
Whereupon the ſaid Suſanna was diſpleaſed with this 
Informant, and ſaid, Well enough, I will fit thee, And 
at that preſent time, the ſaid Grace Barnes was in 
great pains, with prickings and ſtabbings unto her 
heart, as the ſaid Grace did afterwards affirm. This 
Informant further ſaith, that one of the Conſtables 
and he, with ſome others, being ſent by the order of 
Mr. Mayor, to bring the ſaid Grace unto the town- 
hall of Biddiford; immediately, as ſoon as they had 
brought the ſaid Grace unto the town-hall, the ſaid 


Suſanna turned about and looked upon this Informant, 
and forthwith this Informant was taken in a very ſad 


condition, as he was coming up the ſtairs of the ſaid 
| town=hall, before the Mayor and Juſtices, inſomuch 
that he cried out, Wife, I am now bewitched by this Deuil 


Suſanna Edwards. 


65.) The Examination of Mary Trembles, of Biddyford, | 


Jingle woman, taken the 18th of Fuly, 1682. 


The ſaid Examinant being brought before us, and 


accuſed for practiſing of witchcraft upon the body of 


L | _ Grace 


—— 
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; a Barnes, wife of John Barnes, of Biddiford, 
.  yeoman, was demanded by us how long ſhe had prac- 


tiled witchcraft, ſaid and confeſſed, that about three 


years laſt paſt, one Suſanna Edwards, of Biddiford, 


widow, did inform her, that if ſhe would do as the, 
the ſaid Suſanna did, that this Examinant ſhould do 


very well. Whereupon this Examinant did yield un- 
to the ſaid Suſanna Edwards, and ſaid, that ſhe would 


do as the ſaid Suſanna did. And this Examinant 


further confeſſeth, that the ſaid Suſanna Edwards did 
promiſe, that this Examinant ſhould neither want for 
money, meat, drink, nor clothes. And further con- 
feeſſeth, that after ſhe had made this bargain with Su- 


ſanna Edwards, that the Devil, in the ſhape of a Lyon, 
(as ſhe conceived) did come to this Examinant—and 
that he did ſuck her, and that his ſucking was ſo hard 


as to cauſe her to cry out for the pain thereof. And 


further confeſſeth, that on Tueſday in Eaſter- week. 


which was the 18th of May laſt, ſhe, this Examinant, 


did go about the town of Biddiford, to beg ſome bread, 
and in her walk, ſhe did meet with the faid Suſanna 
Edwards, who aſked this Examinant where ſhe had 


been. Unto whom this Examinant anſwered, that 


ſhe had been about the town, and had begged ſome 
meat, but could get none. Whereupon this Exami- 


nant, together with the ſaid Suſanna, did go to the 
ſaid John Barnes's houſe, in hope that there they 


ſhould have ſome meat. But the ſaid John Barnes 
not t being within his houle, they could get no meat of 
bread, 


* 


( 259.) 


| bread, being denied by the ſaid Grace Barnes and ber 


ſervant, who would not give them any meat. Where 
upon the ſaid Suſanna Edwards, did bid this Exami- 
nant to go to the ſaid John Barnes's houſe again, for 
a farthing's worth of tobacco. Whereupon this Ex- 
aminant did go, but could not have any; whereof 
this Examinant did acquaint the ſaid Suſanna, who 
then ſaid, that it ſhould be better for the ſaid Grace, if 
ſhe had let this Examinant have had ſome tobacco. 
And further confeſſeth, that on the 16th of this inftant, 
ſhe, with the ſaid Suſanna, did go to the ſaid John 
Barnes's houſe, and went at the fore-door, invifibly, 
into the room, where they did pinch and prick the 
{aid Grace Barnes almoſt unto death; and that ſhe 
ſaw the ſaid John Barnes in bed with his wife, on the 
inner fide of the bed. And ſaith and confeſſeth, that 
on the 16th inſtant, as ſhe was going towards the com- 
mon bake-houſe, ſhe, with the help of the Devil, would 
have killed the ſaid Grace Barnes, if that ſhe, this 
Examinant, had not ſpilt ſome of the meat ſhe was 
then carrying to the bakehouſe. 
(18.) The Examination of Suſanna Edwards, of Biddi- 
ford, widow, taken the 18th of July, Anno Dom, 1682. 
Ihe ſaid Examinant being brought before us, and 
accuſed for praQiſing witchcraft upon the body of 
Grace Barnes, the wife of John Barnes, of Biddiford, 
yeoman, was demanded by us, how long fince ſhe had 
_ diſcourſe or familiarity with the Devil; ſaith, that 


about two years ago, ſhe did meet with a Gentleman in 
Lis a field 


Cs. 


| © fd call'd the Poſmage Chſe;in' the town of Biddi. 


ford, and faith, that his apparel was all of black. Upon 
which ſhe did hope to have a piece of money of him. 
Whereupon the Gentleman drawing near unto this 
Examinant, ſhe did make a Curchy, or Courteſy unto 
him, as ſhe did uſe ſo to do to Gentlemen. Being 5 
demanded what, and who the Gentleman ſhe ſpake of 
was, the ſaid Examinant anſwered, that it was the 
Devil. And confeſſed, that the Devil did aſk of her, 
whether ſhe was a poor woman ? Unto whom ſhe an- 
ſwered, that ſhe'was a poor woman: and that there- 
upon the Devil, in the ſhape of the Gentleman, did 
ſay unto her, that if this Examinant would grant him 
one requeſt, that ſhe ſhould neither want for meat, 
drink, nor clothes: Whereupon this Examinant did 
ſay unto the ſaid Gentleman; (or rather the Devil) 
In the name of GOD, what is it that I fhall have? Upon 
which the ſaid Gentleman vaniſhed clear away from 
her. And further confeſſeth, that afterwards there 
was ſomething in the ſhape of a little Boy, which ſhe 
thinks to be the Devil, came into her houſe, and did 
lie with her, and that he did ſuck her at her breaſt. 
And confeſſeth, that ſhe did afterwards meet him in 
a place, called Stambridge- Lane, in this pariſh of Bid- 
diford, leading towards Abbotſham, (which is the next 
pariſh on the weſt of Biddiford), where he did ſuck 
blood out of her breaſt, And further confeſſeth, 
that on Sunday the 16th inſtant, this Examinant, to- 


Seater with Mary Trembles, did go unto the houſe of 
John 
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john * of Biddiford, and that no body did * 
them; and that they were in the ſame room where 


Grace, the wife of the ſaid John Barnes was, and that 
there they did prick and pinch the ſaid Grace Bames 


with their fingers, and put her to great pain and tor- 
ment, inſomuch, that the ſaid Grace was almioſt dead. 


And confeſſeth, that this preſent day, ſhe did prick 
and torment; the ſaid Grace Barnes again, (intimating 


with her fingers how ſhe did it), And alſo confeſſeth, 
that the Devil did intice her to make an end of the 


ſaid Grace; and that he told her, that he would come 
again to her once more, before ſhe ſhould go out f 
town. And confeſſeth, that ſhe can go to any place 
inviſible, and yet her body ſhall be lying in her bed. 


And further confeſſeth, that the Devil hath appeared 


to her in the ſhape of a Lyon, as ſhe ſuppoſed, Being , 
demanded whether ſhe had done any bodily hurt unto | 


any other perſon, beſides the Grace Barnes, faith and 
confeſſeth, that ſhe did prick and torment Dorcas 


Coleman, wife of John Coleman, of Biddiford, mar- 


riner. And ſaith, that ſhe gave herſelf to the Devil, 
when ſhe did meet with him in Stambridge-Lane as 
aforeſaid. - And ſaith, that the ſaid Mary Trembles 


was a ſervant to her, this Examinant in like manner, 


as ſhe this Examinant was a ſervant to the Devil, 


(whom. ſhe called by the appellation of a Gentleman, 
as aforeſaid.) Examined with the original, 


Thomas Giſt, Mayor. whereof this is à true copy, 


* * Alderman. * Hill, Town-Clerk, 
| The | 


—— — 


, 


— — —„— . 
wt 


( 262 ) 
The ſubſtance of the laſt words and confeſſions of 
Suſanna Edwards, Temperance Lloyd, and Mary 
Trembles, at the time and place of their execution, 
Aug. 25, 1682]; as fully as could be taken in a caſe 
hable to ſo much noiſs and'confulion, as'is uſual on 
| forh.cccafiens. 
Mr. H. Mary Trembles, what hve you to fay 
eds cine you-ate now in ths tor? 
Mary. I have poke asmuch as es ſpeak ready 
and can ſpeak no more. 
H. In what ſhape did the Devil come to you? | 
Mam. The Devil came to ee, I 2 75 5 
Len. 
H. Did he afer any violence to you ? 
Mary. No, not at all; but did frighten me, and 
aid nothing to me; and I cried OD AION. 
what he would have, and he vaniſhed. 
H. Did he give thee any gift, or didſt thou make 
him any promiſe ? Mary, No. 
H. Had he any of thy blood? Mary, No. 
H. Did he came to make uſe of thy body ? 
Mary. Never in my life. 
. Have you a ſecret teat-? | "I 
Mary. None. [ The grand load ſaid it was 


fy to them. ] 

E. Mary Trembles, was not the Devil there with 
Suſan, when I was once in the priſon with you, and 
under her coats? the other told me he was there, but 


r one 


Fl Ie fled; and that the Devil was in the way when 


I was going to Taunton with my ſon, who is a Mini- 
ſter. Thou ſpeakeſt now as a dying woman, and as 


the Pſalmiſt fays, 7 will confeſs my iniguities, and acknow- 
ledge all my fin. We find that Mary Magdalene had 


ſeven Devils. and ſhe. came to Chriſt and obtained 


mercy : and if thou break thy league with the Devil, 
and make a covenant with Gov, thou mayſt alſo obtain 
' mercy. If thou haſt any thing to ſpeak, ſpeak thy 


. 


Mary. I have ſpoke the very truth, and can ſpeak 


no more; Mr. H. I would defire they may come by 
me, and confeſs as I have done. 
H. Temperance Lloyd, have you made any con- 
tract with the Devil? Temp. No. 
H. Did he ever take any of thy blood? Temp. No. 


H. How did he appear to thee at the firſt, or 


where, in the ſtreet ? In what ſhape? 
Temp. In a woful ſhape. | 
H. Had he ever any carnal knowledge of thee Þ 
No, never. 
H. What did he do when he came to thee ? 
Temp. He cauſed me to go and do harm. 
H. And did you go? 
Temp. 1 did hurt a woman fore againſt my con- 
ſcience: he carried me up to her door, which was 
open: The woman's name was Mrs. Grace Thomas. 


H. What cauſed you to do harm? what malice 


had you againſt her? did ſhe do you any harm? 


% 3 
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Temp. No, ſhe never did me any harm: but the 


Devil beat me about the. head grievouſſy, becauſe I 
would not kill her: but I did bruiſe her after this 
faſhion, [laying her two hands to her fides.] 


H. Did you bruife her till the blood came out of 


ber mouth and noſe? Temp. No. 


H. How many did you deſtroy and hurt ? 


Temp. None but ſhe. 
H. Did you know any Marriners, that you, or 


8 your Aſſociates deſtroyed, by ne of ſhips 
and boats ? 


Temp. . No: I never hurt any ſhip, bark, or boat 


in my life. 


H. Was it you, or Sulan that did * the 


5 children? 


Temp. I ſold apples, and the child took an 1915 


from me, and the mother took the apple from the 


child, for which I was very angry 3 : or the child died 


ot the ſmall-pox. 


H. Do you know one Mr. Lutteril-about theſe 
parts, or any of your Confederates? Did you or them 
bewitch his child? Temp. No. 

H. Temperance, how did you come in to hurt 
Mrs. Grace Thomas? Did you paſs thro' the key-hole 
of the door, or was the door open? 

Temp. The Devil did lead me up ſtairs, and the 


door was open: and this is all the hurt I did. 


H. How do you know it was the Devil? 
| IN, | 7 


| _ By theſe queſtions it is plain this Examiner was no canjurur; and 


| by the anſwers I thipk it is ev:denythoſe poor creatures were no witches, 
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2 nb. 1 knew it by his eyes. 

H. Had you no diſcogrſe or treaty with him? 
Temp. No; he ſaid I ſhould go along with him to 
deſtroy a woman, and I told him I would not; he 
- ſaid he would make me; and _—_ the Devil beat me 
about the head, 

H. Why had you not called upon Gon? 

Temp. He would not let me do it. 

H. You ſay you never hurt ſhips nor boats; did 
you never ride over, an arm of the ſea on a Cow ?* 

Temp. No, no, maſter ; twas ſhe. [meaning Suſan. 
When Temperance ſaid 'twas Suſan, ſhe ſaid ſhe lied, 
| and'that ſhe was the cauſe of her bringing to die: 
* for ſhe ſaid when ſhe was firſt brought to goal, / 
that ſhe was hanged, ſhe would have me hanged too: ſhe 
reported I ſhould 8 on a Cow before _ which I 
never did.“ 

H. Suſan, did you ſee the ſhape of a Bullock ? 
At the firſt time of your examination you ſaid it was 
like a ſhort black man, about the length of your arm. 

Suſan. He was black, Sir. 

H. Suſan, had you any N of the be- 
witching of Mr. Lutteril's child, or did you know a 
place called Tranton-Burroughs? Suſan. No. 

H. Are you willing to have any prayers ? 

Then Mr. H. prayed, whoſe prayer we could not 

take: and they ſung part of the 40th Pſalm, at the 
deſire of Suſanna Edwards: As ſhe mounted the 
| M m ' ladder, 


i „e the. Mete in the oppoſite Page, 
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f latter; the! ſaid, the Lord % pred es 1 
ins be as red as fearlet, the Lord Jeſus can mali them as 
re er pg er e e 

| e 

Mary Trecobles ſaid, 1 Jeſus anda fads 

8 Lori Fefus Ppend me; and then was alſo executed. | 

LIempexance Lloyd ſaid, Zefus Chriſt ſpeed me wel; 

2; ne eg eee ee 

Mur Sieh. You 8 
bas debaucht the other two: Did you ever lie with 
Devils? Temp. No. 8 | 
Sh. Dia you know of their coming to goal? 
- Temp. No. 
S. Have you any thing ky to ſatisfy the world? | 
| Temp. I forgive them, as I defire the Lord Jeſus 
25 Chrif will forgive me. The greateſt thing I did was 
= to Mrs. Grace Thomas; and I deſire I may be ſenſi- 

+ ble of it, and that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may forgive 

we. The Devil met me in the ſtreet, and bid me kill | 

1 her; and becauſe 1 r 

head and back. 5 
A tn what haps or colour was he ? | 
Temp. In black like a bullock. 
Sh. How do you kno you did it? how went you 
in, thro* the key-hole, or the door? poet, 
_ * Temp. At the door. | 
Sk. Had you nodiſcourſe wits the Devil Þ 5 
_ * Temp. Never but this day fix weeks. -, 4 


. 1 * 
YL 


%. 


g „„ 
| g. You were chargo about 56 years nc, i : 


Fr Sidi never {ce the Devil but this time? 


Tenp. Ves once before: I Was N | 
and he game to me and laid, This poor woman has a 
great burthen; and would help eaſe me af my burthen; 
and I faid, The Lord had enabled me to carry it. fo far, 
e ee | 
Sh, Did the Devil never "es you = thing ? 
Temp. No, never. | 
Sz. Then you have ſerved a very bad maſter, who | 
gave you nothing. Well, conſider you are juſt de- 
parting this world: do you believe there | is a Go 

Temp. Ves, 

$h. Do you believe in Jeſus Chrin 0] 

Temp. Yes, and I pray Jeſus Chriſt to pcs all 
"y fins. And ſo was executed. 


o 


No. unbiaſſed mind can believe, that theſe poor 
vretches were guilty of the crime for which they were 
executed. The informations againſt them are too 
ridiculous to deſerve a ſerious conſideration. In her 
own confeſſion, each of them contradicted herſelf in 
the moſt material circumſtances. Upon the whole 
there can be no doubt but that they were inſane be- 
fore, or were then frightened out of their ſenſes, by 
ill · treatment commonly uſed to ge ſo accuſed, 
or by the terrors of death. KH 

The belief oi witchcraft remained very general i in 

_ town and neighbourhood, and there was always 
15 Mm 2 ſome 
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"ſome poor devil, either on account of an unlucky 
viſage, ſour temper, or wretched poverty, ſet up as the 
object of terror and univerſal hatred, till about twenty 
years ſince. At preſent, I believe the notion is pretty 
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"ADDENDA & CORRIGENDA. 


g * pariſh of Bideford contains about fix miles. 

> The number of tenanted houſes is g27, of 
which NET That n 
_— 

There is only one ſeat in the pariſh, which is Dad- 
Ads; on the weſt of the town, at the diſtance of a 
mile; OO eee 
Buck, Eſq. 

The regular market is on Tueſday, and the mar- 
- ket-place is large and commodious. It is very well 


ſupplied with all kinds of proviſions, and at a mode- Ni 


rate rate. 


The average price of butcher s meat * all fonts is 


three · pence halfpenny or four- pence per Ib. _ 


Butter 


. . 
F = 4 i 
Lt Ee — * 


1 


1 per lb. gt 
Full grown fou ls from gd. to 28. per couple. 8 | 
| 5 ſame.—A goole 48.84. t to 25. 6d. A turkey 28. 
to 48. 6d. Eggs g t to 4 for id. 
Vegetables of all kinds are plentiful. and a: | 
Beſides the Tueſday's market, there is a ſmall mar- 
ket on Saturday, and in the : fummer Ro another 
on Thurſday. 
- Houſe rent is moderate.—The wages of a day or 
common labourer, 18. per day; of houſe carpenters 
| and maſons, P6- x hip carpenters, a5 And the mals 
ters 25. 6d. N . Viailte5s. 48 ' 
; eee e 
Ships are built here for from a 108. to 51. 10s. per 
ton. 
The püngs are generally found at the depth of 
þ rn 16 feet, and the water is very feet and ſolt, 
_ excerpt near the quay, and there it is a little 03 
rr on ſpring tides.* | 1 
A Bank was. opened in the e Bideford, 
Nov. 11, 1791, under the firm of Cutcliffe, Glubb, 


Ley, Willcock, and Co. whoſe bills are payable at 
the houſe of Eſdaile, 2 0 ow TO Lomb 
bard-ſtreet, London, {8114118 # | 
The Town-hall is a 3 convenient . 
Vik two priſons under it, one * che other | 
fon evo; it was built in 1698. een 
e 3,4 N 155 y -'-- Rideford © 


 \"-Bideford h bousded bbs de by „nebel. 


N. E. by Weſtleigh, to the S. E. by Weare Gifford, 


to the 8. by Littleham, and the W. by Abbotſham. 


The manor of Northam was originally given by the: | 


Conqueror to the Abbey of St. Stephen, at Caen in 
' Normandy. This with ſeveral other grants was re- 
newed by Henry I. and finally confirmedby Edward 


III. Tt now belongs to A. S. Willet, Eſq. who has 


# ſeat in the pariſh called Porthill wt 
I Thechurch is a large plain vitae] acetic eras: 
is a mark for veſſels bound in over the bar. 


The village lies midway between Bideford and 1 


dore, one mile and half from each. It is remark- 
able that part of the pariſh of Northam lies a mile ta 
the ſouth of Bideford, and is called Northam ſtrand. 


Apledore in this pariſh lies at the mouth of the har- 
-bour, and is a pretty conſiderable place, with a mar- 
| ket on Wedneſday. ” Though at ſo ſmall a diſtance 


from Bideford, and lying on the fide of the ſame river, 


it yet belongs to the port of W and has many 


veſlels belonging to it. 


On Northam Burrows there is a PA of ee | 
about three miles long, of very confiderable-breadth - * 


and depth, ſo that altho* they have been long uſed as 
ballaſt, and for paving, &c. the number is not per- 
ceptibly diminiſhed. -Thefe ſtones are from 6 to 18 
inches long, curiouſly variegated with veins of dif- 


| ferent colours, and ſufficiently hard to take a fine po- 
I 5 r g 
ng che 


. 


* . 
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tte Lichen marinus, or ſea liverwort, which is much 


eſteemed by the neighbouring inhabitants, as a whole- 


ſome and pleaſant food, being gently opening and an 
antiſcorbutic. It is frequently packed up in earthen 


| pus and ſent to London.t 


If it were not for the bar which lies acroſs this — 5 


bour, and is indeed the dread of the moſt experienced 
ſeamen, it would be one of the beſt in the channel. 


Within theſe few years the ſea has loſt conſiderably 


on the north ſide, and gained as conſiderably on the 
oppoſite ſhore. Many acres on Northam burrows mere 
thus yielded to its encroachments. 

There was formerly a chapel of eaſe at Apledores 


but it has long ſince been appropriated to the purpoſe 
of a barn orcow-houſe. They have a diſſenting meet- 


ing-houſe here, and the number of diſſenters is large. 
A little above Apledore is a point called Hubbleftone, 
which is the extent of the oy of Barnſtaple to the 


| Jouth. 


Engliſh hiſtory. 


In the year 879, the Daniſh invader, Hubba, after 


having ravaged South Wales, embarked with g3 ſhips 
for Devonſhire, and being landed on Northam Burrows, 
ded to attack the caſtle of Kenwith, in which 


was Odun Earl of Devon, with a ſmall garriſon. Af. 


ter a brave reſiflance, the gallant Devonians finding 


the place, untenable, determined to cut their way thro* 


6 behegers. - Accordingly my oy and after a 
bloody 
t Gent, Mag. u. 3. 


Ihe ſtory to which this name refers is mi in the | 


— GO 


. 
< 276 * 


Wes bloody conteſt the. Danes were nouted with the loſs of. 


above 800 men. Odun took with his own hand the 
ſtandard Reafin,. ſo called from the figure of a Raven 
worked i in it by the filters of Hubba, and which wag, 


| ſuppoſed to contain a magical virtue. Hubba him- 


eee ee called by his 
name. | 
This caſtle, it is ſuppoſed, is the hace now called 
Henny-Caſtle, in the pariſh of Abbotſham, as the hill 
upon. which it ſtands, bears all the marks of being ar- 


| tificial. 


"The illand of Zandy which lies appolite this part of 
the coaſt is 5 miles long, and 2 broad, but ſo encom- 


paſſed with rocks that it is acceſſible only in one part, ; 


and the avenue there is ſo narrow, that a few men might 


defend the paſs againſt a multitude, Though it is 
diſtant 4 leagues from the neareſt land, it abounds 


with fine ſprings of freſh water. The ſoil of the ſouth- 


ern part is good, but the northern part is rocky. 
There is among others, one craggy pyramidical rock, 
ſo.remarkable for the number of rats burrowing about 
it, that is called Rat. Hand. The whole ifland abounds. 


with rabbits and wild fowl. It is inhabited by one 


family, which is maintained by ſaving the rabbit ſkins 


and the feathers of the birds. \ 


It formerly belonged to the Granville family, it was. 


afterwards the property of Sir John Borlaſe Warren, 


Wannen have ſettled a colony upon it; he ſold 
Nun 3 
Gent, Mag. 2. 7. 


' belonged to the Abbey of Taviſt6ck, It i is now the 


Annery, and deſcended from them to the St. Leger, 


— 
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it to John' Cleveland, eſq. who is che preſent prov 


prietor. 
Riſdon ſays, that it once "7 FIRE chapel. 
He alſo from Mat. Paris, relates, that one William 


Moriſcoe, conſpiring the death of Henry g. at Wood- ' 
| Rock, confederated with a Knight of the Court, to 
murder him in his chamber, by an inlet in the window, 

but it chanced that the King lay elſewhere that night, 


whereupon the villain ſought in other places and 
chambers with his knife drawn, and found Margaret 
Byſſet, one of the Queen's maids, late up and readings 
who hereat being affrighted, ſhrieked out, and awaked 
ſome of the King's guard, who coming up laid hands 
upon him, and after ſome impriſonment, he was drawn 


in pieces with horſes, at Coventry, whereupon Moriſ- 


coe fled to this iſland, and ſtrongly fortified it, and be- 


: came a pirate, doing much damage to this coaſt, but 


at laſt he was ſurpriſed, and with ſixteen of his com- 
panions executed. Formerly, ſays the ſame author, 
this iſland had governors, for Sir Ralph Wilington T 


| had the cuſtodie thereof committed to him, and after 


he was diſcharged, it was committed to Sar 5-76 te 


Bobun. 
The pariſh of Abbot um i is ſmall, al contains no- 
thing remarkable. The manor, before the reformation,” 


property of A. S. Willet; Eſq. 32 


Litileham formerly belonged to the Stptadotn“ of 
by 


* ” 
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| by whom it was ſold to Boteler, or Butler? of Pak- . 

ham. Thence it came to the Baſſets, of Heanton- 
the preſent” repreſentative of which family ſold it a 
few years ſince to a tradeſman of London, This 


pariſh has nothing worth notice. | 
Wear. Gifford, lies on the other fide the river, and 


was formerly the inheritance of the antient faniily of 


the Giffords, It Aer wund came to the Forteſcues. 
In the pariſh of Weſtleigh, is a pleaſant ſeat, called 
Tapley, belonging to Jahn Cleveland, Eg. Here is 
another ſeat, Miche, belonging to Cutcliffe, Eſq. 
and in the hamlet of Eaſtleigh, in this pariſh, is the 
feat of the antient family of Berry, now belonging to 
Thomas Berry, eſꝗ. 
I be little pariſh of Landerofs, a little above Bide- 
ford bridge, will ever be celebrated, as the birth place 
| of George Monk, Duke of | Albemarle. , _ 
Having no knowledge of botany, I am unable to 
give any account of the plants in Bideford and its 


vicinity. The learned Mr. Ray mentions, the Rubia 


Sylveſtris, or wild Madder, as growing on the rocks 
near Bideford bridge.* 

In Martin's Natural Hiſtory of England, at the end 
| of his deſcription of Devonſhire, is a liſt of plants 
growing in and about Bideford, communicated by 
Mr. Pike, botaniſt of Bideford;- This man lived 

y years in the Edyſtone Lighthouſe, and having 

copy of Gerhard's Herbal, as publiſhed by Johnſon, 
Nu 2 *. he 
Gibſon's hog: p- 42, 1655 | 


1 
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| Pg. a6 Jer and aft, ch ae, Kinds of bo. mean 


p. 123, l. 2. for moſt, read mr. 


p. 336, 1, ult, note, alter it, iaſert gg 


. "trays 


he 'aviufe# Rimbel in the nady of it x e 
Barns ſuch 4 knowledge bf. plants, that there were 

"to him in theſs'parts;>: He died in 
Chclles Holphal, about twenty! years' ago. ? r wich 
The hafbours of Clovelly-and \Hartland; are appemde; 
ed cb the port of Bideford. The former place l Very 


curious, and deſerves obfervation. It is built on the 


fide of a ſteep rotk, to which the houſes ſeem joined 
like pigeon huts againſt a. wall. Rt the bottom there 
i kal pier: Fhe place is Lamdus for the Belt er- 
rings taken in the had, This nb was fornierly ſo 
plentifuf, that wh; ati cargoes v were Expotted from hence 
to the! Straits every year“ For a number of years 
they ſeemed to have ee the buy, but nd wy 
Po tes ire ark Nos io TOrttg e 
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cee 


| aun and rare. ny 
*. 16. it is aſſerted, that this place neyer ſent Harze les to Parlia- 
ment, but ſince that was printed off, I find that Bide ford 
- was repreſented in a PRI DOING ond in 
5 we” of qzbers afterwards. | Birr CT Tex pes 
175 eee e e 3 
74.1. J, after colontes, inſert ſo. P'S ad 
. Rn] wobich js called, © * 
v. 81+ li 4. afjep bridge, net bu for ee 
. 87. J. 13. for porth, read ſouth. | ** 
. 95, J. oy for thrie miles, read one mile. 
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